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MESSAGE FROM THE CINCINNATI CHAPTER PRESIDENT 

 

Greetings Fellow Compatriots, 

 

    Since our summer hiatus is coming to a close, it’s time to focus our efforts on some important activities 
we have for the remainder of 2013 and to posture our Chapter for success in the future.  I will address 
these issues in detail at our 11 September Board of Management meeting.  Two activities that we will get 
underway in September are the 2014 Annual dues collection and the establishment of the nominating 
committee for Chapter Officers in 2014.  If you are interested in serving on the Board of Management or 
as a Chapter Officer next year, please let me know.  If anyone has any suggestions, questions or just 
general comments, please do not hesitate to contact me. You may email me at 
Donald.c.mcgraw@gmail.com or call me at (513) 404-4982.  I look forward to seeing you in September. 
 

Fraternally and Patriotically, 

 

2013 CHAPTER OFFICERS AND BOARD OF MANAGEMENT 
 

The Cincinnati Chapter, Sons of the American Revolution, Officers and Board of Management for 2013 are: 

 

President - Donald C. McGraw Jr.   Chaplain - Kenneth G. Carpenter 

First Vice-President - Ian M. Cunningham  Board of Management Member - Michael J. Blum 

Second Vice-President - Kenneth R. Burck   Board of Management Member - Larry W. Collins 

Secretary - Christon J. Hurst   Board of Management Member - Larry J. Denny 

Treasurer - Gerald P. Knight   Board of Management Member - Thomas R. Luce 

Registrar - Franz B. Ott II    Board of Management Member - George Stewart  Jr 

Historian - Ervin Dalton    And All Living Past Presidents 

 

STAYING CONNECTED on the WEB 
 

1. Cincinnati Chapter website:  www.cincinnatisar.org    
2. Cincinnati Chapter Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/cincinnati.sar   

  3. OHSSAR Activities from around the state:  http://ohssardispatch.wordpress.com/ 
 

OHIO SOCIETY SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 

 

* OHSSAR BOM and Ft. Laurens Memorial Service was held on July 26-27, at Bolivar, Ohio.  The Board of 
Management was convened at 8:00 am Saturday by OHSSAR President George R. Ruch, electing Wm. 
(Tony) A. Robinson V.P. General for Central District, 2014-2015.  The Annual Remembrance of the Un-
known Patriot at Fort Laurens, near Bolivar, was held on Saturday, 11:00 am.  NSSAR President General 
Joe Dooley was in attendance, as were Cincinnati Chapter President Don McGraw and Compatriots Jim 

 

mailto:Donald.c.mcgraw@gmail.com
mailto:Ian_cunningham@frontier.com
mailto:Donald.c.mcgraw@gmail.com
http://www.cincinnatisar.org/
https://www.facebook.com/cincinnati.sar
http://ohssardispatch.wordpress.com/
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Schafer, Paul Wilke & family, Mike Gunn, and Ian Cunningham.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every year since 1976, the Ohio Society has met at the site of the only American Revolutionary War Fort 

in Ohio, to remember the sacrifices and to honor the memory of the 25 revolutionary patriots who died 

during the Winter of 1778 and 1779 at Fort Laurens.  

The rain forced the service into the auditorium at the 

Fort Laurens Museum. The assembled color guard lined 

the front stage area while the remaining attendees 

filled the chairs to pack the place wall to wall. 

Speakers included PG Dooley, State President George 

Ruch, VPG Lance Carter, and Compatriot Thad Hartman 

who spoke of his seven ancestors who served at the 

Fort.  Sixteen Ohio Society Chapters were present, as well as chapters from Pennsylvania, West Virginia, 

Virginia and Kentucky. The DAR and C.A.R. sent representatives, as well as the Society for the War of 1812 

and the Friends of Fort Laurens.  

*A new OHSSAR website is in progress at - http://www.mylearningspot.info/  Until this is completed, 
continue to check the old OHSSAR website for current up-dates at - http://www.ohssar.org/ 

 

NATIONAL SOCIETY SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 

 
* The Molly Pitcher Medal is awarded to women who have 
supported the SAR Color Guard at the State, District and National 
Levels.  Many women who are the wives, daughters, sisters, 
girlfriends and other female relatives and companions of SAR 
Color Guardsmen, routinely and with great dedication, support 
their SAR Color Guardsman and the SAR Color Guard activities. 
 

The medal was established in the Spring of 2013 and was 

awarded to the first class of ladies at the NSSAR Congress on July 7, 2013.  Valerie Wilke and her grand-

daughter Anna Insprucker were the Ohio Ladies recognized by National Color Guard Commander Mike 

                        OHSSAR at Fort Laurens, Bolivar, Ohio 

file:///C:/Users/Owner/Documents/WORD/SAR/NEWSLETTER/www.mylearningspot.info/
http://www.ohssar.org/
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Tomme with the Molly Pitcher Medal Award at the Color Guard Breakfast on Sunday.  Valery is Regent of 

the John Reily Chapter DAR, and Anna is a C.A.R.  Congratulations to these two Ladies on the well 

deserved recognition of their proven commitment to the SAR Color Guard. 

RECENT CINCINNATI CHAPTER SAR ACTIVITIES 

 
* On Tuesday, July 23, 2013 before the West Chester 
Township Trustees Meeting, Colonel Donald C. Mc-
Graw Jr. (Ret.), President of the Cincinnati Chapter of 
the Sons of the American Revolution (SAR), present-
ed the Chapter's 2013 Flag Certificate to the National 
Voice of America Museum of Broadcasting.  The 
award was received by Mr. Ken Rieser, President of 
the Museum's Board of Directors.  The award is pre-
sented annually by the Chapter to individuals, 
businesses, or organizations that proudly display the 
Flag of the United States of America. 
 
Mr. James D. Schaffer, a SAR Cincinnati Chapter Board of Management member and Township resident, 
assisted with the evening's presentation.  He remarked that the museum was very deserving of the 
award, stating "it's location of prominence in West Chester Township inspires patriotism with its display 
of the American Flag to the thousands who pass by daily."  
  
The National Voice of America Museum of Broadcasting is located at 8070 
Tylersville Road, the site of the VOA Bethany Relay Station.  The location was 
formerly owned by the U.S. Government and was opera-tional from the start 
of WWII until it was decommissioned and donated to West Chester Township 
for historic monument purposes in 1995. 
 
* The Cincinnati Chapter of the SAR honored the memory of Compatriot 
Charles Edwards in a short ceremony Thursday evening, August 8th, at 
8:00PM at the Vitt, Stermer and Anderson Funeral Home, in Delhi.  Charles 
passed away Saturday, August 3, 2013, age 83 years.  He was OHSSAR 
Historian for many years, held several NSSAR committee positions, was a 
recipient of the OHSSAR Hub Scott Award, and promoted RW Grave marking. 
Three representatives of SUVCW and a Color Guard of nine SAR Chapter 
Compatriots participated in honoring the deceased. 
 
* The second informal Chapter Breakfast was 
held on August 10th, 9:00 am at the Crowne 
Plaza, Blue Ash.  Most of the seventeen Com-
patriot attendees subsequently retired to 
Spring Grove Cemetery and Arboretum at 
10:45,  where the resident Docent, Heather 
Amos, who handles Revolutionary War soldier's 
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graves, took us on an extensive walking tour.  Spring 
Grove encompasses 733 acres, of which 400 acres are 
currently landscaped and maintained. Its grounds 
include 12 ponds, many fine tombstones and 
memorials, and various examples of Gothic Revival 
architecture.  It is the second largest cemetery in the 
United States and is recognized as a U.S. National 
Historic Landmark.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

* REMINDER * 
 
 
* The next three Honor Flights to Washington, D.C. from CVG are 
scheduled for Aug 20, Sept 17, & Oct 22.  Expected return time at CVG 
is at 10:00 pm.  Parking is convenient at that hour, a short walk 
into the terminal, take the escalator down to where all arriving 
passengers enter the terminal.           YOU GOTTA BE THERE! 

 
 

 

* SAR CONSTITUTION DAY LUNCHEON * 

 

* On September 14, 2013, the SAR Constitution Day Luncheon will be held at the Crowne Plaza, Blue Ash, 
at 12:00 noon.  In keeping with that topic, here are some quotes to think about until the Luncheon: 
    
"May only those Americans enjoy freedom who are ready to die for its defense." The first anniversary of 
the Declaration of Independence was celebrated with this toast.  Pennsylvania Journal, July 30, 1777 
 

"We the people are the rightful masters of both Congress and the courts, not to overthrow the 
Constitution but to overthrow the men who pervert the Constitution."  Abraham Lincoln  

"The U. S. Constitution doesn't guarantee happiness, only the pursuit of it. You have to catch up with it 
yourself."  Benjamin Franklin  

"Our Constitution was made only for a moral and religious people. It is wholly inadequate to the 
government of any other."  John Adams  

"The framers of our Constitution meant we were to have freedom of religion, not freedom from religion."  
Billy Graham  

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/a/abraham_lincoln.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/b/benjamin_franklin.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/j/john_adams.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/b/billy_graham.html
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"All the perplexities, confusion and distress in America arise, not from defects in their Constitution or 

Confederation, not from want of honor or virtue, so much as from the downright ignorance of the nature 

of coin, credit and circulation."  John Adams  

"Do not separate text from historical background. If you do, you will have perverted and subverted the 
Constitution, which can only end in a distorted, bastardized form of illegitimate government."  James 
Madison  

"The happy Union of these States is a wonder; their Constitution a miracle; their example the hope of 
Liberty throughout the world."  James Madison  

"The Constitution of the United States was made not merely for the generation that then existed, but for 
posterity- unlimited, undefined, endless, perpetual posterity."  Henry Clay  

“A free government is a complicated piece of machinery, the nice and exact adjustment of whose springs, 
wheels, and weights, is not yet well comprehended by the artists of the age, and still less by the people.” 
— John Adams to Thomas Jefferson, May 19, 1821 

“It is much easier to pull down a government, in such a conjuncture of affairs as we have seen, than to 
build up, at such a season as the present.” 
— John Adams letter to James Warren, 1787 

 

MEMBER APPLICATION STATISTICS 

 

     2013 thru August 
New Members Approved       14 

New Members Pending Approval    1 

Supplemental Approved       5 

Supplemental Pending Approval        1  

Application in processing       5  

 
2013 CHAPTER  MEETING  SCHEDULE 

 

10-Aug-13 Breakfast Meeting (Sat) -- Crowne Plaza-Blue Ash (9AM) 

11-Sep-13 Dinner & BOM Meeting – Crowne Plaza-Blue Ash (6PM) 

14-Sep-13 Constitution Day Luncheon – Crowne Plaza-Blue Ash (12PM) 

9-Oct-13 Dinner & BOM Meeting – Crowne Plaza-Blue Ash (6PM) 

6-Nov-13 Dinner & BOM Meeting – Crowne Plaza-Blue Ash (6PM) 

16-Nov-13 Thanksgiving Luncheon – Crowne Plaza-Blue Ash (12PM) 

4-Dec-13 Dinner & BOM Meeting – Crowne Plaza-Blue Ash (6PM) 

14-Dec-13 Annual Meeting/Awards Dinner – Crowne Plaza-Blue Ash (6PM) 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/j/john_adams.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/j/james_madison.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/j/james_madison.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/j/james_madison.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/h/henry_clay.html
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The National Society of The Sons of the American Revolution is the leading 
male lineage society that perpetuates the ideals of the war for independence.  
As a historical, educational, and patriotic, non-profit corporation organized 
under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, we seek to maintain and 
expand the meaning of patriotism, respect for our national symbols, the value 
of American citizenship, and the unifying force of "e pluribus unum" that was 
created from the people of many nations -- one nation and one people. 
 

  

 
QUOTABLE  QUOTES 

 

 “As the British Constitution is the most subtle organism which has proceeded from the womb and long 
gestation of progressive history, so the American Constitution is, so far as I can see, the most wonderful 
work ever struck off at a given time by the brain and purpose of man.” 
— W. E. Gladstone 

“I confess that there are several parts of this Constitution which I do not at present approve, but I am not 
sure I shall never approve them. For having lived long, I have experienced many instances of being 
obliged by better information, or fuller consideration, to change opinions even on important subjects, 
which I once thought right, but found to be otherwise.” 
— Benjamin Franklin, 1787 

“Too many people expect wonders from democracy, when the most wonderful thing of all is just having 
it.”  
— Walter Winchell 

“My political curiosity, exclusive of my anxious solicitude for the public welfare, leads me to ask who 
authorized them (the framers of the Constitution) to speak the language of ‘We, the People,’ instead of 
‘We, the States’?” 
— Patrick Henry, 1788 (Orations of American Orators) 
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“You can never have a revolution in order to establish a democracy. You must have a democracy in order 
to have a revolution.”  
— Gilbert K. Chesterton 

“I am exceedingly distressed at the proceedings of the Convention—being ... almost sure, they will ... lay 
the foundation of a Civil War.” 
— Elbridge Gerry (Massachusetts Delegate), 1787 

“Democracy is the form of government that gives every man the right to be his own oppressor.”  
— James Russell Lowell 

“I consider the difference between a system founded on the legislatures only, and one founded on the 
people, to be the true difference between a league or treaty and a constitution.” 
— James Madison, at the Constitutional Convention, 1787 

“A free government is a complicated piece of machinery, the nice and exact adjustment of whose springs, 
wheels, and weights, is not yet well comprehended by the artists of the age, and still less by the people.” 
— John Adams to Thomas Jefferson, May 19, 1821 

 “In free countries, every man is entitled to express his opinions and every other man is entitled not to 
listen.”  
— G. Norman Collie 

“Democracy is the government of the people, by the people, for the people.”  
— Abraham Lincoln 

“Democracy is good. I say this because other systems are worse.”  
— Jawaharlal Nehru 

“Democracy ... is a system of self-determination. It’s the right to make the wrong choice.”  
— John Patrick 

“In a democracy, the individual enjoys not only the ultimate power but carries the ultimate 
responsibility.”  
— Norman Cousins 

“Man’s capacity for justice makes democracy possible, but man’s inclination to injustice makes 
democracy necessary.”  
— Reinhold Niebuhr 

 


