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The Cincinnati Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution held its annual Presidents’ Day 
Luncheon at the Wards Corner RSVP on Sunday, February 19th and was honored to have Judge 
Michael Ryan Barrett from the Federal District Court bench as a speaker. The Nolan Carson 
Memorial Color Guard under Commander Paul Wilke posted the Colors with nine SAR members, 
a DAR Member and a CAR member. The Pledge of Allegiance and the National Anthem led in 
acapella by President Bredenfoerder opened the ceremonies where we celebrated the national 

leadership of the USA in all of its history. 
 
The 41 attendees witnessed the induction of two 
new members: Kenneth Blank (whose patriot 
ancestor is Robert Pottinger) and Eric Johnson 
(whose patriot ancestor is Isaac Raymond).  

Honorable Judge Barrett Highlights Presidents’ Day Luncheon 
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2017	CCSAR	Officers	

John	H.	Bredenfoerder	
President	
Jack.b@fuse.net	
	
Turner	Lee	Wilkerson	III	
1st	Vice	President	
leewilkerson@cinci.rr.com	
	
Larry	W.	Collins	
2nd	Vice	President	
	
Gary	L.	Duffield	
Secretary	
	
Michael	J.	Blum	
Treasurer	
mblum@fuse.net	
	
Franz	B.	Ott,	II	
Registrar	
remingtnstorm@gmail.com	
	
George	H.	Stewart,	Jr.	
Historian	
	
Shaun	P.	Smith	
Webmaster	
	
Kenneth	G.	Carpenter	
Chaplain	
	
BOM	Members	
	
Gregory	D.	Ballman	
Jeffrey	M.	Hartman	
James	H.	Houston	
Bradley	Jarard	
Shaun	P.	Smith	
And	All	Living	Past			

 They were presented a rosette of George Washington’s uniform colors, 

Past Vice President General Paul M. Wilke then explained the meaning 

of the SAR emblem.     	
CCSAR Past President Michael Gunn was presented a Certificate of 

Distinguished Service by current CCSAR President John H. 

Bredenfoerder. He also received a Past SAR Chapter President pin. Dr. 

Gunn then awarded 2016 Awards Committee Chairman Kenneth R. 

Burck with a Certificate of Appreciation for his yeoman work over the 

past two years for the chapter. 

 

President John H. Bredenfoerder introduced District Court Judge 

Michael Ryan Barrett the luncheon speaker. He began by explaining 

the various robes worn by sitting judges in history, then the variations 

used by various court officials in the USA today. He discussed how the 

historic pomp and regal attire used through the 15th - 17th century 

has been replaced here in the USA with mostly black-colored robes. 

 

His Honor continued with several anecdotal 

stories of activities he had encountered during 

his 40 some years in the legal arena, a short 

discussion about the Naturalization Ceremonies 

held at the District Court, and a brief overview of 

his favorite President, George Washington, whose 

decision to not place himself into an additional 

term of office was crucial to the evolution of the 

greatness of these United States of America. 

 

After some interesting games based upon knowledge of our 44 Presidents the ceremonies ended 

with the retirement of the Colors, a benediction and the SAR Recessional. 

 
Michael B. Gunn, Ph.D. 
Past President, Patriot Graves Chair Cincinnati Chapter of the  
Sons of the American Revolution 
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Presidents Message 

Dear	Fellow	Compatriots,  
 
For	a	short	month,	February	was	quite	busy!	 
 
Early	this	month,	the	Nolan	Carson	Memorial	Color	Guard	participated	in	a	memorial	ceremony	at	William	Henry	Harrison’s	
Tomb.	A	musket	salute	was	given	and	a	wreath	was	laid.	This	is	a	very	well	attended	annual	event	in	North	Bend. 
 
A	large	contingent	of	CCSAR	members	attended	the	winter	OHSSAR	BOM	meeting	in	Lima,	Ohio.	CCSAR	Compatriots	Don	
McGraw	and	Lee	Wilkerson	continue	to	serve	as	OHSSAR	president	and	secretary,	respectively.	I	know	they	value	the	support	of	
the	CCSAR	at	these	meetings.	The	Cincinnati	Chapter	was	also	very	well	represented	in	the	first	mustering	of	the	Fort	Laurens	
Regiment.	The	Fort	Laurens	program	raises	funds	for	the	OHSSAR	endowment	programs. 
 
Three	naturalization	ceremonies	were	well	attended	by	the	Nolan	Carson	Memorial	Color	Guard.	We	were	able	to	welcome	
more	than	200	new	citizens.	An	article	and	a	photograph	of	the	Nolan	Carson	Memorial	Color	Guard	at	the	St.	Dominic	School	
Naturalization	appeared	in	The	Cincinnati	Enquirer	thanks	to	the	efforts	of	Compatriot	Mike	Gunn. 
 
Our	Presidents’	Day	Luncheon	featured	the	Honorable	Michael	R.	Barrett	as	our	keynote	speaker.	Judge	Barrett	gave	us	an	
insight	into	the	evolution	of	judicial	robes	in	the	US	court	system	and	he	also	shared	several	stories	of	his	experiences	on	the	
Federal	bench.	The	guests	thoroughly	enjoyed	his	presentation. 
 
I	also	had	a	very	productive	meeting	with	our	Past	Presidents	earlier	this	month.	I	shared	the	results	of	our	January	Planning	
meeting	with	them	and	they	offered	some	very	valuable	insights	and	suggestions.	Through	their	guidance,	I	have	been	able	to	
contact	the	organizers	of	the	National	Purple	Heart	Day	on	Fountain	Square.	It	looks	like	we	will	be	participating	in	that	event	
this	summer.	We	are	also	arranging	to	march	in	the	Blue	Ash	Memorial	Day	Parade. 
 
The	Revolutionary	War	Sites	and	War	Graves	Committee	has	completed	the	work	on	the	Olive	Branch	and	Dunlap	Cemetery	
memorials	that	will	be	dedicated	on	Saturday	April	22nd	in	celebration	of	Patriots’	Day	2017. 
Reponses	have	been	excellent	from	all	the	youth	awards	programs.	We	will	have	winners	for	all	the	youth	contests	to	send	to	the	
OHSSAR	competitions.	Our	Essay	and	Eagle	Scout	entries	have	already	taken	3rd	place	OHSSAR	awards. 
 
The	dedicated	work	of	our	officers	and	committees	have	been	exemplary	and	I	look	forward	to	even	greater	accomplishments	
throughout	the	coming	months. 
 
Yours	in	Patriotism, 
Jack 
John	H.	Bredenfoerder 
President,	Cincinnati	Chapter	SAR 
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CCSAR February BOM Highlights 
• New Members: 

Three new compatriots were inducted by 
President Bredenfoerder and Registrar Ott 
at the February 1st Board of Management 
meeting. Compatriots James and Ronald 
Lake for Patriot Abner Johnson, and 
Compatriot Richard Moeckel for Patriot 
Brazil Estee. Compatriots Ballman, 
Hartman and Jarard will serve as mentors. 
Congratulations!  

 
 
 
 

• Supplemental: 
President Bredenfoerder presented Compatriot Jason Bourgeois with 
two Supplementals at the February 1st Board of Management 
Meeting. Compatriot Bourgeois’ supplementals were for Patriot Jean-
Battiste Champagne and Patriot Hypolite Chauvin. Congratulations 
Jason!  

 

 

The Presidential Memorial Certificate 
 

In 1985 Cincinnati Compatriot Charles Edwards filled out a number of certificate request forms 
from the Department of Veterans Affairs for Presidential Memorial Certificates for all his 
Revolutionary War Patriots! This certificate is an engraved paper certificate, 
signed by the President, to honor the memory of honorably discharged 
deceased Veterans. As the months and years passed by with no response from 
Veterans Affairs, he stated a letter writing campaign. He wrote to the 
Department of Veterans Affairs inquiring about his request. There was no 
response. He wrote them again. Still no response or certificates. Compatriot 

Edwards was a man of action and he wanted results. He took his letter campaign one step further and 
wrote to his Congressman and his two Senators. With still no certificates in hand he wrote to the 
President of the United States. In 1992 Compatriot Edwards finally received his Presidential Memorial Certificates!  
Compatriot Edwards must have made an impression on the Department of Veterans Affairs. You too can request your 
very own certificates still today as I did. It only took me 6 months to receive mine! 
 
George Stewart, Chapter Historian 
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CCSAR Fires Musket Salute for President William Henry 
Harrison’s Birthday Celebration 

Members of the Cincinnati Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution 

(CCSAR) joined several other groups at the Friday, February 3, 2017 

celebration of President William Henry Harrison’s 244th birthday at his 

Memorial Site in North Bend, Ohio.  

 

The chilly air did not keep a large 

attendance of about 100 from honoring the 

ninth president of the USA or prevent a 

legitimate war hero from receiving appropriate recognition. The 

crowd included a number of students from nearby Taylor High 

School; the Most Holy Rosary Assembly #2170 Knights of 

Columbus; VFW Post 10380 form Green Twp.; the Losantiville 

Highlanders Color Guard; members of the DAR and SAR from the 

Cincinnati and Simon Kenton Chapters; and local dignitaries.  

 

Most joined a parade led by the Hamilton County Sheriffs 

Honor Guard from the North Bend Municipal building to the 

Memorial. A Military contingent representing President Trump 

was led by Brigadier General Stephen E. Strand. He and 

Chaplain Major Scott Hagen presented a wreath and led 

prayers. Others presenting wreaths were CCSAR and the DAR. 

 

Mayor Doug Sammons served as emcee. He also coordinated the program which included “The 

Star Spangled Banner” and “America The Beautiful” played by the Taylor High School Band. The 

ceremonies ended with Sgt. Martin Maggart, Bugler with the 338th Army Band, playing Taps, 

and a request for members of CCSAR to give a Musket Salute, which gave pause to a few of the 

students who didn’t know this was to be firing of loud blanks. Mayor apologized for not giving a 

warning. 

	
All in all a very good expression of an American appreciation for one of its historic heroes!  
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Veterans Committee - Create a Revolutionary Biography  

SAR Service to Veterans Medal – Patriot Grave Registry Points 

This is a continuation of informative articles on how to participate in the SAR Service to Veterans Medal. 
This article contains information about the SAR Patriot & Grave Index. The SAR Patriot & Grave Index is a 
database that contains information that can help with research and the membership process. Points are 
awarded by donating new location and documentation of new Patriot Grave information to the National 
Patriot Graves Registry Committee. The maximum number of point per year for this activity is 40. Each 
donation that is made is worth 5 points each. Therefore, you could donate information about 8 graves a 
year to receive points. However, remember that this is for new information. 

The greatest thing that we can do for our Patriot ancestors, is to make sure that they are not forgotten. So, 
please take the time to write a biography for your Patriot ancestor. If there is already a submission on the 
SAR Patriot & Grave Index you can still submit a biography to our webmaster to have it posted to our 
Patriot Ancestors listing. 

So what do these things look like? Well, I am going to use one of my Patriot ancestors, John Coy as the 
example. I created two different versions of his biography. The first one is an example of what I posted to 
the Cincinnati SAR website. The elements that I like to include are vital record information about the 
Patriot, his wife and all of his children. These items will help others in their pursuit of becoming a member 
of the SAR in the future. Next, I try to find as much as I possibly can about the soldier’s time in the service. 
This would be things like the regiment, the regimental commander, the company commander, the uniform, 
and battles.  In this one I have diagrams, photos, and additional information from a soldier’s diary about 
the day of the Battle of Bunker Hill and the following few days. Here is a link to the biography on our 
website for your review. 

After I create a biography for the Cincinnati SAR website, I create a trimmed-down version for the SAR 
Patriot & Grave Index. You should do this in Microsoft Word format if possible. This is the format that is 
requested by SAR. Next, pull out all of those cool pictures, etc that you used for the website. The SAR 
requests that you have 500 words maximum with your submission to the SAR Patriot & Grave Index. In 
my case for John Coy, he had 12 children so it is very difficult to get down to that number. In fact, I 
submitted 1195 words. Here is the link to the version I sent to the SAR so you can compare the one I have 
on our chapter website. You will see that it is about a page and a half shorter than the original. An 
important note: you really want the biography to be at least 200 word. Ideally, you want the 
biography to be as close to 500 words as possible. 

To donate information to the registry, complete and submit the form found at the following link If you send 
the form in by email, remember you can also send a biography with the form in Microsoft Word format 
along with the form. If you have a photo of the headstone, submit that as an attachment to the email as 
well. The form, the photo and your biography may be emailed to patriotbios@sar.org. 

You can go to the Patriot Ancestors tab on the Chapter Website to see others’ submissions for their Patriot 
Ancestors. There are plenty of great ideas and biographies to use as a template. 

https://cincinnatisar.files.wordpress.com/2016/01/biography-john-coy.pdf
https://cincinnatisar.files.wordpress.com/2016/01/biography-john-coy.pdf
https://cincinnatisar.files.wordpress.com/2017/02/patriot-john-coy-bio.pdf
https://cincinnatisar.files.wordpress.com/2017/02/patriot-john-coy-bio.pdf
http://gwsar.org/wp-content/Uploads/2017/NSSAR-Patriot-Grave-Biography-Report_2017.pdf
http://gwsar.org/wp-content/Uploads/2017/NSSAR-Patriot-Grave-Biography-Report_2017.pdf
mailto:patriotbios@sar.org
mailto:patriotbios@sar.org
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If you submit your biography and forms to the national website please copy our chapter Revolutionary 
Sites and War Graves Committee and our chapter Veterans Committee Chairman to ensure that you 
receive the appropriate credit for the SAR Service to Veterans Medal. 

I look forward to posting your Patriot ancestors biography to the website. 

-Compatriot S. Smith 

 

Chapter History - George Stewart, Chapter Historian 
 

“THE ANNUAL CHAPTER PILGRIMAGE” 

Throughout the history of the Cincinnati Chapter, our 
membership would gather and attend events in support 
for certain causes. Some were national political causes 
and some were in support of local civic and military 
events. It wasn’t till the 1950’s that some of these 
gathering where called Pilgrimages! The focus of these 
trips slowly changed and they became more social and 
educational. The goal was to promote more member 
interaction and chapter involvement. One of the first so 
called “Pilgrimage” was to William Henry Harrison Tomb 
in North Bend followed by a luncheon. In later years 
Pilgrimages were taken the the Golden Lamb, the 
Historic Millcroft Inn in Milford, Ohio, Laughery Creek (Lochry’s Defeat) in Aurora, Indiana, and the Taft 
Museum to name a few. All theses were well attended. The goals they strived for then are still evident in 
the goals we strive for today in the chapter. 

 

The featured speaker at the Pilgrimage shown above was Dr. Stewart Jacoby of Xavier University. He chose 
as his topic "Immigration - What if Someone Gave a Country and Nobody Came?" 

 

  Nevertheless, to the persecution and tyranny of his 
cruel ministry we will not tamely submit – appealing to 
Heaven for the justice of our cause, we determine to die 
or be free.  

Joseph Warren 
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Compatriot Profile 
Turner Lee Wilkerson, III 1nd Vice-President  

  

1. Career 

Retired after 35 Years with GE Aviation and GE Marine in many Marketing and Sales 
positions – both military and commercial and international and domestic. 

2. How long have you been a SAR Member?  
Since June 2013 

3. What Committee Positions have you held?  
Cincinnati Chapter Committee Chairman – ROTC/JROTC Committee 2015/2016 
Cincinnati Chapter Committee Member – Programs Committee 2016/2017 
Ohio State Society Committee Chairman – Handbook Committee 
Ohio State Society Committee Chairman – Resolutions Committee 
Ohio State Society Committee Chairman – Regulations Committee 

4. Where did you grow up?  
My first 30 Years were lived in Newport News and Hampton Virginia.  I arrived in 
Cincinnati, Ohio in 1984 after having lived for short periods in Schenectady, New York and 
Jacksonville, Florida. 

5. What is your current residence and family? 
Currently residing on the east side of town in the village of Mount Carmel near the 
intersection of I-275 and OH-32 

6. What other Lineage Societies do you belong to? 
I am a Member of the Sons of Confederate Veterans 
I am currently applying for membership with the General Society of the War of 1812  

7. What is your best family history discovery? 
Simply the sheer numbers of former soldiers and marines that have served in the military 
during times of war. 

 Grandfathers Great Uncles Cousins 

Revolutionary War 9 5  

War of 1812 1 7  

Civil War 3 11 6 

WW I 1 1  

WW II & Korea 4  4 

Vietnam 2   
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 Naturalization Ceremonies 

The CCSAR has continued to show strong support of our nation’s new citizens!  Many members 
turned out for three naturalization ceremonies this month. Next month, we have four more on 
the schedule. 

February 10 

Former NSSAR VP General Paul Wilke, former OSDAR John 
Reily Chapter Regent Valerie Wilke and granddaughter Anna 
Wilke; CCSAR President Jack Bredenfoerder; CCSAR 
Immediate Past 
President Mike 
Gunn; and 
Compatriot Jerry 
Knight welcomed 
63 new US 

citizens at a naturalization ceremony held at St. 
Dominic school in Delhi on Friday, February 10th. The 
Honorable Karen L. Litkovitz presided. 

February 23 

CCSAR President Jack Bredenfoerder, Past President Mike 
Gunn and Compatriot Jerry Knight welcomed 70 new 
citizens at a naturalization ceremony held at the US 
Southern Ohio District Court on February 23rd. The Hon. 
Stephanie K. Bowman officiated. 

Three representatives 
from the League of 
Women Voters also 
attended the ceremony. 

The League of Women Voters is always represented at the 
naturalization ceremonies to assist the new citizens in 
completing their voter registrations. They are a very dedicated 
group of volunteers! 
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February 24 

Former NSSAR VP General Paul 
Wilke, Former OSDAR John Reily 
Chapter Regent Valerie Wilke and 
granddaughter Anna Wilke; 
CCSAR President Jack 
Bredenfoerder; CCSAR Immediate 
Past President Mike Gunn; 
Compatriots Ken Carpenter and 
Jerry Knight welcomed 66 new US 
citizens from 27 countries at a 
naturalization ceremony held at 
St. James School in White Oak on 

Friday, February 24th. The 
Honorable Karen L. Litkovitz 
presided. The room was decorated 
with flags of the new citizens’ 
native countries that the students 
made. Many of the students also 
made cards to give to the new 
citizens.  

For More Information about the CCSAR, please visit our 
website at: CincinnatiSAR.org 

Our Facebook page also has many more photos of the 
events that you see highlighted here. 

https://www.facebook.com/cincinnati.sar/?fref=nf 
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 Compatriot Profile 

George Stewart – Chapter Historian 

 
CAREER:  Owner and operator of Stewart Tire Inc., a Goodyear Tire Dealership in Sharonville, 
Ohio, since 1993. I was the Cincinnati Branch Production Manager for Curtis 1000 Inc., a national 
envelope printer for 18 years before I was downsized in 1992.  
  
HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN A SAR MEMBER?  I became a member of the Cincinnati Chapter 
August 4, 2011.  
  
WHAT COMMITTEE POSITIONS HAVE YOU HELD? I was a Board of Management member for three 
years. Was on Audit Committee for two years. I have been on the Revolutionary War Graves 
Committee for three years. In May of 2016 I was elected Cincinnati Chapter Historian.  
  
WHERE DID YOU GROW UP? I was born in South Carolina. My father worked for the Goodyear Tire 
and Rubber Co. and we were transferred many times. I also lived in North Carolina and Alabama 
before moving to Cincinnati, Ohio in 1967. We were to be here for one year and then move to Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida. Goodyear Tire had a reorganization soon after we moved to Cincinnati.  
  
WHERE IS YOUR CURRENT RESIDENCE AND FAMILY? I live in West Chester, Ohio with my wife 
Pam. We have been married 41 years and have two children: Christopher and Kasee. We have two 
grandchildren, Elizabeth and Evan. My children and grandchildren live in Maineville, Ohio so we 
often are asked to babysit.  
  
WHAT OTHER LINEAGE SOCIETIES DO YOU BELONG TO? Other than the Sons of American 
Revolution, I belong to the Sons of Confederate Veterans and a number of genealogical societies in 
South Carolina.  
  
WHAT IS YOUR BEST FAMILY HISTORY DISCOVERY? My Great Great Great Grandfather John 
Simpson Jr. has two United State Patents dated 1868 and 1869 on improvements to the cotton gin. 
I have both original patents. In the envelope of one patent is a sheet of onionskin paper with very 
faint quill pen writing stating that a northerner by name of Eli Whitney stole the idea of a machine 
to mill cotton from John Simpson Sr. in the mid 1790’s. Both ancestors were cotton farmers and 
mechanics who lived in Chester, South Carolina. My brother has a drop-leaf cherry table the John 
Simpson Jr. made.  Other furniture pieces he made are still in the family and are used everyday.  
  
WHAT IS YOUR BEST GENEALOGICAL ADVICE? Talk to the oldest members of your family now. 
My grandmother often talked about her family history, but I was too young to care. My aunts and 
uncles and people they put me into contact with were a big help. Neighbors who knew my 
grandparents and great grandparents were also a big help. I’ve even had help and received photos 
from people my grandparents and grear grandparents knew at church. Ask questions to anyone 
who will listen. Contacts you make with people always seem to payoff sooner or later. 
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For the Good of the Order 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editor 
Jeff Hartman 
3020 Shaker Road  
Franklin, OH 45005 
flintlockjeff@gmail.com 

2017 COMING CHAPTER EVENTS 
 
Fri Mar 3rd    Deadline for Poster, Brochure and Oration Contests 
Fri – Sat Mar 3-4 2017 NSSAR Winter Leadership Meeting Louisville, KY-Post Colors Friday-Retire 

Colors Saturday 
Fri Mar 10    Naturalization 2:00 PM USDC Room 842 
Tues Mar 14   Naturalization 2:00 PM USDC Room 842 
Fri Mar 24   Naturalization 10:00 AM USDC Room 842 
Fri Mar 24   Naturalization 2:00 PM USDC Room 842 
Wed Apr 5th        CCSAR BOM Meeting at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, 6 PM dinner, 7 PM meeting 
Fri Apr 7   Naturalization 1:00 PM Cincinnati State Tech and Community College 
Tues Apr 18   Honor Flight 9:30 PM CVG 
Fir Apr 28   Naturalization 2:00 PM USDC Room 842 
 
 

Membership 
Any man of age eighteen (18) years or over, who is a lineal descendant of an 
ancestor who supported the war for American Independence is eligible for 
membership in the Sons of the American Revolution.  Men under eighteen (18) 
may join as junior members.   
 
If you are interested in membership or need help with your application please do 
not hesitate to contact the Chapter Registrar, Franz B. Ott, II, at 513-384-7411. 
remingtnstorm@gmail.com 

Facebook – Compatriots, when you view 
our Facebook page, please hit LIKE on the 
articles that are posted, even if you do not LIKE 
the article.   

When you LIKE a posting, it is now able to be 
read by all of your Facebook Friends.  This will 
help spread the word and promote all of the 
activities that we participate in. 


