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Dear Educator,
The Cincinnati Chapter of the Ohio Society of the Sons of the American Revolution is offering a brochure contest for
Middle School students in addition to our Elementary School poster contest. The Sgt. Moses Adams Memorial
Americanism Brochure Contest is intended for 6th, 7th , 8th and 9th grade middle school students in the Cincinnati area.
The brochures must conform to the theme: One of the Nation’s Five Founding Documents: Research one of these five
founding documents of the American Revolutionary War era:
1. Articles of Confederation;
2. Declaration of Independence
3. Constitution
4. Federalist Papers
5. Bill of Rights
Find information, maps, and pictures on-line, or in the library. (Do not just cut & paste!) The purpose of the contest is to
encourage our young people to research this selected American Revolutionary War topic and then creatively express what
they learned about it through the vehicle of a tri-fold 8 ½ x 11 paper stock, 6 panel brochure.
We would be honored if you would conduct a contest in your school and then forward your winning entry to be considered
for the Cincinnati SAR Chapter Award. The winner of the Cincinnati SAR CHAPTER AWARD will receive $100 cash and a
certificate to be presented at the chapter’s April dinner meeting. The winning entry will then be forwarded on to the Ohio
Society of the Sons of the American Revolution’s contest to be held in the month May 2018. The winner of the Ohio Society’s
competition will then be submitted to the National Society of the Sons of the American Revolution’s Contest to be
conducted in the summer of 2018.
Please pay close attention to the enclosed complete rules and guidelines for the contest. It is very important that all these
criteria are met in order to be considered for a local, state or national award. Three samples: A, B and C have also be included
for your reference.
The brochure contest is particularly successful with students who are currently studying American history and we recommend
that it be integrated with that curriculum. We sincerely hope that your school will choose to participate in this fun and
patriotic experience.
Best regards,
Dr. Ed Bonniwell
Cincinnati Chapter Poster Chairman
Sons of the American Revolution
www.cincinnatisar.org
drbonniwell24@gmail.com
4267 West Eight Street
Cincinnati, Ohio 45205
513-307-2990 cell

SAR Brochure Contest Rules-at-a-Glance + Panels Explained
The Sgt. Moses Adams Memorial Middle School Brochure Contest

Rules for Contest Entrants:
1. Open to students in the 6th, 7th, 8th or 9th grades, depending on which year the American Revolution is
taught in their educational system - including ecumenical and home schooled students. A student can
only enter once during these school grades. One Brochure per student - Not by a group.
2. The brochures must conform to the theme: One of the Nation’s Five Founding Documents:
Research one of these five founding documents in the American Revolutionary War: 1. Articles of
Confederation; 2. Declaration of Independence; 3. Constitution; 4. Federalist Papers; and 5. Bill of Rights.
Find information, maps, and pictures on-line, or in the library. (Do not just cut & paste!)
3. Brochure size: The brochures must be made from a single 8 ½” x 11” piece of blank printer paper. The
paper should be folded according to the instructions provided for the contest. The content of the various
panels of the brochure should align with the instructions provided. (See under Resource Material below
‘SAR Brochure Panels Explained’ - page 4 of 9 page in the SAR Brochure Guide)
4. Paper thickness: The thickness of paper in the US is commonly expressed on the package of paper as
the “weight”. For the purposes of the contest, choose 8 ½” x 11” paper with a ‘weight’ of 32 lbs. or less.
[Construction paper is usually too thick – over 32 lbs., but may be used providing the Brochure can be
tri-folded] Paper color: White paper is most common, but pastel, or color paper is acceptable.
5. Artwork: All artwork on brochures must be original and hand drawn. Do not paste pictures from magazines,
books, or the Internet onto the brochure. Do not use clip art. Tracing is permissible and simple drawings
that represent complex concepts are encouraged for those who may doubt their artistic skills. Ideas are
the most important element in these brochures and the art is merely a means of conveying those ideas.
6. Pasting: Pasting of original hand drawn art work onto a master is permitted. Lighter paper weights (e.g. 20, 24
lbs.) are recommended for items to be pasted onto a master.
7. Text: The written text is commonly hand printed. Typed text sections (even pasted on) are also
permitted. [CAUTION: This must be original text written by the student – not clipped from magazines,
books or taken off the Internet.] *
8. Identification: See under Resource Material below ‘SAR Brochure Panels Explained’. Make special
note that the student’s name and school on the Back Panel of the brochure is covered by a 3”x 3” PostIt® note throughout all judging at the Chapter, State and National level.
9. Brochure entries may be disqualified for these reasons: (a) did not adhere to the Annual Americanism
Theme; (b) is not 8 ½” x 11” in size; (c) is not a tri-folded brochure (cannot be folded).
10. Judging: Brochures will be judged using a scoring rubric focusing on the following elements:
a. Content
b. Creativity
c. Correctness
11. PRIZES INCLUDE: Awards and Cash!
Prizes & Awards for local contests vary by SAR Chapter and by State. The NATIONAL Prize & Awards
are: 1st Place: $200
2nd Place: $150
3rd Place: $100
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Sons of the American Revolution
Middle School Brochure Contest
Introduction: Middle School students will create a brochure depicting the theme chosen by the
Americanism Committee of the Sons of the American Revolution (SAR).
This contest is directed at students in the 6th through 9th grades, depending on
which grade year the American Revolution is taught in their educational system.
For example, in California, this will be the 8th grade.
Here are the Americanism Committee’s guidelines:
The permanent Middle School Brochure Contest theme beginning with the 20142015 academic term will be "The Foundational Documents of the United States".
These documents include:
•
•

Articles of Confederation
Declaration of
Independence

•
•
•

Constitution
Federalist Papers
Bill of Rights

The theme for the Brochure Contest is structured to match up with the Government
curricula that is found in the majority of states during the middle school years. The
students will be encouraged to pick a particular founding document and produce a
brochure within the established criteria.

The brochure should exhibit a knowledge and understanding of American history
as well as a personal interpretation concerning the ways in which that history
affects contemporary society. The objective is for the students to truly internalize
and understand the event and be able to interpret meaning that is relevant in their
own life or in contemporary society in general.
Guidelines:

Brochure size: The brochures must be made from a single 8 ½ ” x 11” piece of
blank printer paper. The paper must be folded according to the instructions
provided for the contest. The content of the various panels of the brochure should
align with the instructions provided.
Paper thickness: The thickness of paper in the US is commonly expressed on the
package of paper as the “weight”. The basis weight of a paper is the designated
fixed weight of 500 sheets, measured in pounds, in that paper's basic sheet size.
For the purposes of the contest, choose 8 ½” x 11” paper with a ‘weight’ of 32
Lbs. or less is recommended. Paper weights of 20, 24, 28, and 32 Lbs. are
common. Construction paper is usually thicker – over 32 Lbs., but may be used so
long as the final product can be folded closed as a tri-fold 8 ½” x 11” brochure.
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SAR Brochure Contest Rules-at-a-Glance + Panels Explained
The Sgt. Moses Adams Memorial Middle School Brochure Contest

Rules for Contest Entrants:

Following is an explanation of what each panel of the brochure should contain:
a. Cover: A title and a picture
b. Inside Cover: Picture to accompany the introduction. May also contain a brief caption
or explanation of the picture.
c. First inside panel: An introduction that presents the basic facts of the event and
succinctly states the main idea presented in the interior of the brochure. The introduction
should have a title, be written in paragraph form, and clearly communicate the
overarching concept of the brochure.
d. Two inner panels: A detailed explanation of the ideas of the student around the theme.
This written explanation should provide a systematic argument persuading the reader to
the point of view of the author; that is, it should be a persuasive essay. The writing
should be clear, well organized, and convincing. These panels may also contain pictures
and/or artwork that make the brochure more aesthetically appealing. Some questions that
may be helpful for the students to consider when completing these panels would include:
i. What are the lessons for our country within this event?
ii. How does this event reflect American society and American values?
iii. What thoughts do you have regarding the sacrifices made by the participants in
this event?
iv. What was the outcome of the event and how did this outcome impact American
history?
v. What motivated the participants to be a part of this event?
vi. Could you have done what these people did? Would you have done it?
e. Back Panel: The following information must be included in the exact order specified on
the back panel of the brochure inside a 2 ½” x 2 ½” framed box. Failure to include this
information, and to contain all the information in the 2 ½” x 2 ½” framed box, can result
in disqualification from the competition.
i. Student’s Name: First, Middle Initial, and Last
ii. School District
iii. School Name: school name; or C.A.R. Society; or Scouting Troop
iv. Grade in School: ?th Grade School Year: 2014-15
v. Student’s Teacher’s Name:
vi. SAR Code: OHSSAR Cincinnati Chapter
[NOTE 1: When a Brochure is submitted from another source, other than a school, e.g.
C.A.R. Society, or home schooled child, reflect that in the info block.]
[NOTE 2: SAR will conceal the above personal information throughout the judging
process using a 3”x 3” Post-It® note.]
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Paper color: White paper is most common, but pastel, or color paper is acceptable.
Artwork: All artwork on brochures must be hand drawn. Do not paste pictures
from magazines, books, or the Internet onto the brochure. Do not use clip art.
Tracing is permissible and simple drawings that represent complex concepts are
encouraged for those who may doubt their artistic skills. Ideas are the most
important element in these brochures and the art is merely a means of conveying
those ideas.
Pasting: Pasting of hand drawn art work onto a master is permitted. Lighter paper
weights (e.g. 20, 24 Lbs.) are recommended for items to be pasted onto a master.
Text: The written text is commonly hand printed. Typed text sections (even
pasted on) are also permitted. [CAUTION: This must be original text written by
the student – not clipped from magazines, books or taken off the Internet.]
Judging:

Brochures will be judged using a scoring rubric focusing on the following
elements: 1. Content; 2. Creativity; 3. Correctness
A copy of the scoring rubric is included in this packet, and teachers are
encouraged to share it with their students. A single page instructions sheet of
Contest Rules is also available as a handout.

Prizes
& Award:

Competition and recognition in the form of Prizes & Awards begins at the local
(Chapter) level – Typically a City or a County. Winners at the Chapter level are
eligible to compete at the State level. Winners at the State level are eligible to
compete at the National level of the SAR
Chapter Level Middle School Brochure Contest Prizes
To be determined by each Local Chapter – contact Local Chapter.
State Level Middle School Brochure Contest Prizes
To be determined by each State Society – visit SAR State Society website.
National Middle School Brochure Contest Prizes
The Middle School Brochure Contest has been adopted as a National program.
The currently planned National Awards are:
National Winners: (as of 2015-16)
• First Place - $200
• Second Place - $150
• Third Place - $100
A Certificate will be presented to the Chapter’s Americanism Chairman for his
Chapter’s outstanding efforts and is presented at the Youth Luncheon.
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Brochure Directions
1.

Provide a single sheet of 8 ½ x 11 piece of paper for each student. Students should fold
the paper as illustrated in figure 1 (The paper should be evenly folded into thirds).

Fold 1

Fold 2

Figure 1
2. Once the paper is folded, instruct students that their brochure will open in the same
direction as a book. See Figure 2 below.
Inside Panel

Cover

Open brochure right to left

Figure 2
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3. Following is an explanation of what each panel of the brochure should contain:
a. Cover: A title and a picture
b. Inside Cover: Picture to accompany the introduction. May also contain a brief
caption or explanation of the picture.
c. First inside panel: An introduction that presents the basic facts of the event and
succinctly states the main idea presented in the interior of the brochure. The
introduction should have a title, be written in paragraph form, and clearly
communicate the overarching concept of the brochure.
d. Two inner panels: A detailed explanation of the ideas of the student around the
theme. This written explanation should provide a systematic argument
persuading the reader to the point of view of the author; that is, it should be a
persuasive essay. The writing should be clear, well organized, and convincing.
These panels may also contain pictures and/or artwork that make the brochure
more aesthetically appealing. Some questions that may be helpful for the students
to consider when completing these panels would include:
i. What are the lessons for our country within this event?
ii. How does this event reflect American society and American values?
iii. What thoughts do you have regarding the sacrifices made by the
participants in this event?
iv. What was the outcome of the event and how did this outcome impact
American history?
v. What motivated the participants to be a part of this event?
vi. Could you have done what these people did? Would you have done it?
e. Back Panel: The following information must be included in the exact order
specified on the back panel of the brochure inside a 2 ½” x 2 ½” framed box.
Failure to include this information, and to contain all the information in the 2 ½”
x 2 ½” framed box, can result in disqualification from the competition.
i. Student’s Name: First, Middle Initial, and Last
ii. School District
iii. School Name: school name; or C.A.R. Society; or Scouting Troop
iv. Grade in School: Xth Grade School Year: 2014-15
v. Student’s Teacher’s Name:
vi. SAR Code: OHSSAR Cincinnati Chapter
[NOTE 1: When a Brochure is submitted from another source, other than a
school, e.g. C.A.R. Society, or home schooled child, reflect that in the info block.]
[NOTE 2: SAR will conceal the above personal information throughout the
judging process using a 3”x 3” Post-It® note.]
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Use the following diagrams to determine which panel is which.

CO VER

INSIDE

TWO INNER PANELS

COVER

This panel

INSIDE

FIRST

COVER

INSIDE

Is the back

PANEL

of the “first
inside panel”

Diagram A
(Closed
Brochure)

Diagram B
(Cover Opened)

Diagram C
(Brochure open completely flat)

Scoring:

As stated earlier, brochures will be judged using a scoring rubric focusing on the
following elements: 1. Content; 2. Creativity; 3. Correctness

Forms:

These Forms are designed to support the SAR Middle School Brochure Contest.
1. Brochure Program Spreadsheet Form 1: This form is meant for the use of
the State Brochure Chairman. Not included in this Guide packet.
2. Brochure Guide Tally Sheet Form 2: This form is meant as a template for
Chapters to use in selecting their Chapter winners.
3. Brochure Guide Scoring Form 3: This form contains the elements of the
Rubric with a column for each of the three (3) evaluation categories: Content,
Creativity and Correctness. This form will be used in the State Level Judging.
Chapters, in selecting their Chapter Winner and entry into the State Level
Competition, may choose a less rigorous process.
4. Brochure Guide Scoring Form 4A, 4B, 4C: These three forms contain the
elements of the Rubric for one of the three (3) evaluation categories: 4A.
Content, 4B Creativity and 4C Correctness. These forms will be used in the
State Level Judging. Not included in this Guide packet.
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The scoring rubric is included in detail in the next three pages of this packet. The
scoring rubric has also been condensed onto a single page for ease in the process
of scoring several submissions at the SAR Chapter level – Form 3. (Teachers are
encouraged to share the rubric with their students.)
Process:

Scoring Raters at the SAR Chapter level should follow these steps:
1. Make an effort not to disclose the name of Brochure student creators until the
final SAR Chapter level ranking. Use a unique Brochure ID which will later
allow the Chapter to identify the class winner, the school winner, and the
Chapter winner.
2. Chapters are urged to consider using Form 3, the Brochure Scoring form. The
Form enables the Chapter, if they choose, to have different Scoring Raters for
each of the three elements being rated: Content; Creative; Correctness.
However, it is permissible for the Chapter to arrive at a Chapter Winner
following a less rigorous procedure. Nevertheless, Form 3 (and Form 4) will
be used during State level Judging.
3. Chapters may use Form 2, the Brochure Tally sheet to derive the total scores
from a panel of Scoring Raters to arrive at the individual winners.
4. When the winners have been identified by Brochure ID, the names of the
students can be publicly revealed.

Judging:

State and/or Chapter Committee Chairman may wish to request the SAR
Brochure Judging Process guide.

Support:

The following additional material is available to support the program:
• Brochure Contest Flyer
• Sample Brochures

Web site:

http://cincinnatisar.org

Comments:

Any questions, comments, suggestions for improvement are most welcome by the
administrators of the SAR Middle School Brochure Contest.
Please deliver Poster Entries by March 5, 2018 to:
CCSSAR Americanism Middle School Brochure Contest Chairman
Dr. Ed Bonniwell
4267 West Eight Street
Cincinnati, Ohio 45205
Pastored24@yahoo.com

Based upon the original work and design of Kevin A. Tierney, Rolling Hills Middle School, 8th Grade,
American History, El Dorado Hills, CA 95762 1-530-676-2490 X377 ktierney@buckeyeusd.org
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Brochure Scoring Rubric
Judge’s Score

Scoring Area

Criteria
8 to 10 points)
• Adheres to guidelines
• Contains ideal mix of historical fact and
interpretation.
• Well organized and logical; easy to
follow.
• Pictures add to understanding.
5 to 7 points)
• Adheres to guidelines
• Contains a good mix of historical fact
and interpretation.
• Well organized
• Pictures may add to understanding

Content

3 to 4 points)
• Adheres to guidelines
• Contains historical fact as well as
interpretation.
• Organized.
• Pictures may or may not add to
understanding.
2 points)
• Adheres to some guidelines
• May contain historical facts and/or
interpretation.
• Lacks organization.
• May have pictures.
1 point)
• Does not adhere to guidelines
• Has few facts and/or lacks
interpretation.
• Disorganized
• No pictures.
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Judge’s Score

Scoring Area

Criteria
8 to 10 points)
• Adheres to guidelines
• Prose includes metaphors, similes, and
other appropriate tools and
demonstrates creativity, wit, and insight
into the topic.
• Pictures depict the topic creatively and
imaginatively.
• Brochure contains additional creative
touches that add to the aesthetic appeal.
5 to 7 points)
• Adheres to guidelines
• Writing may include metaphors,
similes, and other appropriate tools and
some creativity, wit, and/or insight into
the topic.
• Pictures depict the topic creatively and
imaginatively.
• Brochure may contain additional
creative touches.

Creativity

3 to 4 points)
• Adheres to guidelines
• Writing straightforward and may
contain some creative language usage.
• Pictures are appropriate.
• Brochure has few or no additional
creative touches.
2 points)
• Adheres to some guidelines
• Writing is simplistic.
• Pictures may fit the topic.
• Brochure has no additional creative
touches.
1 point)
• Does not adhere to guidelines
• Writing is confusing and/or stilted.
• Pictures do not fit the topic or do not
exist.
• Brochure has no additional creative
touches and may be sloppy or messy.
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Judge’s Score

Scoring Area

Criteria
8 to 10 points)
• Adheres to guidelines
• Contains no spelling or grammatical
errors.
• Paragraphing and sentence structure is
error free.
• No erasures or white out evident.
5 to 7 points)
• Adheres to guidelines
• Contains few spelling or grammatical
errors.
• Paragraphing and sentence structure is
very good.
• May be slight evidence of erasures or
use of white out.

Correctness

3 to 5 points)
• Adheres to guidelines
• Contains some spelling and/or
grammatical errors.
• Paragraphing and sentence structure is
adequate.
• May be evidence of erasures or use of
white out.
2 points)
• Adheres to some guidelines
• Contains many spelling and/or
grammatical errors.
• Paragraphing and sentence structure is
problematic.
• May be evidence of many erasures
and/or use of white out.
1 point)
• Does not adhere to guidelines
• Spelling and grammar errors make
meaning difficult to ascertain.
• May not paragraph; sentence structure
may be confusing or awkward and
detract from meaning.
• May be evidence of many erasures
and/or use of white out.

See Attachments: Brochure Guide Tally Sheet Form 2 and Brochure Guide Scoring Form 3
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National Society, Sons of the American Revolution
Americanism Middle School Brochure Contest Entry Form

Chapter and State Society

2017 – 2018

Deadline for Submission: Mar. 5th
When you place your mouse over most of the “text” data entry fields below, a feature called a “tooltip” will display as a window/popup to give
you additional instructions concerning what should be entered in that field. Please read the “Guidelines” before completing this form.

Student Information:
Name:

Age:

Grade:

Address:
City:

State:

ZIP:

Organizational Information:
# of Students/Scouts:

School or Scout Organization:
Teacher / Scout Leader Name:
Teacher / Leader’s Email:
School / Organization Address:
City:

State:

ZIP:

Number of Posters Competing at Organization:
Please send this completed form with the winning school or organization entry and deliver:to:
CCSSAR Americanism Middle School Brochure Contest Chairman
Dr. Ed Bonniwell
4267 West Eight Street
Cincinnati, Ohio 45205

