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Colerain Elementary Students Receive a Lesson in 
American History... 

(l to r) Compatriots Past President Jack Bredenfoerder, Ed Bonniwell, Jeff Hartman, Camp Follower, Emma Hartman, Greg Ballman and 
Joshua Hartman (left to right) having fun with the kids at the end of a very rewarding day!

     On February 16th members of the Cincinnati Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution (CCSAR) spent the 

day at Colerain Elementary School. We talked about the Revolutionary War and what caused it to happen, where some 

important battles occurred and some of the strategy used.  We also demonstrated the type of dress used at that time, 

what kind of weapons were used by both sides and why the colonists prevailed against the British who had the most 

formidable army in the world at that time 250 years ago.

     The students were shown how the militia dressed differently than the Continental army and were taught to march 

and follow orders like the full time soldiers. They were shown the difference in weapons used in the war and how foot 

soldiers (infantry) were different than the Dragoon (Horse soldiers).

The CCSAR Compatriots and their family members who participated were: Bob Bowers, Jack Bredenfoerder, 

Chaplain Ed Boniwell, Josh Hartman, Gregg Ballman, Jeff Hartman and Emma Hartman all in Revolutionary War 

attire.
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President's Message

President William Henry Harrison’s 246th Anniversary.  Once 

again, as in years past, the Cincinnati Chapter’s Nolan Carson 

Memorial Color Guard (NCMCG) turned out to lead the parade in 

honor of the 246th Anniversary Celebration of President William 

Henry Harrison’s Birthday.  And again, as has become the 

custom, it was COLD in North Bend!

 

The John Reily DAR Chapter of Hamilton invited the NCMCG to 

participate in their Regular membership meeting and luncheon to 

celebrate the induction of New Members into their chapter.

On February 17, the Clough Valley Chapter DAR and the Cincinnati Chapter SAR got together for a joint 

celebration of George Washington's 287th Birthday with a Luncheon, Cake & Ice Cream and talented speakers 

from amidst both the DAR & SAR Chapters attending!

 

The Community & Patriotic Outreach Committee represented the chapter at two Naturalization Ceremonies—

welcoming as many new citizens to America as their hands could shake!  And as usual, posing with them for 

photographs of their very important and memorable first day as an American Citizen.

 

Our Ad Hoc Committee for American History Education has become quite popular among a number of local 

school districts.  This month, our compatriots visited two schools and made presentations on many aspects of 

the history encompassing the Revolutionary War period in America.  This activity is becoming a Cincinnati 

Chapter Hallmark of our ability to carry a memorable lesson in Patriotism and History to the youngest 

generation of Americans!

What a great month!

Let me help decipher this month’s Newsletter!

I like to keep our focus as simple as A - B - C

Education - History - Patriotism

A

B

C

D

E

     Looking back on February and contemplating March, its is easy to see how busy we have become!  But "busy" 

really doesn't address the fact that we are becoming more and more effective in carrying out the tasks needed to 

achieve our stated objectives in Education , History and Patriotism.  The achievements that we are experiencing are 

derived from the leadership, hard work, creativity and practice that you, as members of the Cincinnati Chapter, are 

willing to devote to carrying out our mission.  

     As we carry forward let the success of your achievements in February inspire the work you contemplate for March.

 

Lee Wilkerson
President Cincinnati Chapter SAR

In Patriotism

 

 

Lee Wilkerson

President - Cincinnati Chapter SAR

leewilkerson503@gmail.com 

A fraternal and civic society composed of lineal descendants of the men who wintered at Valley Forge, signed the Declaration of Independence, fought 
in the battles of the American Revolution, served in the Continental Congress, or otherwise supported the cause of American Independence. 

The Cincinnati Chapter Sons Of The American Revolution Is A Registered 501(c)(3) Non-Profit Public Charity 
http://www.cincinnatisar.org/



In Memorial
Founding President Hocking Valley Chapter SAR

Now Home Before Dark!

 

 

Ten years ago, Keith assumed leadership for a promising SAR chapter.  His predecessor had tried for 7 years to create the chapter and put it in place, 

but it never materialized.  Keith surprised everyone with his administrative skills and winsome managerial style. Today that chapter is approaching 

over 70 members, and they are amazingly active; offering Color-guard services, and they also go into schools, hold assemblies and run all the contests 

that we offer.  It is truly a tribute to this Christian man, and his love for God and Country, that the Hocking Valley Chapter SAR has gone forward so 

successfully.

     Keith’s wife, June has a lot of support and will not be forgotten in the aftermath of her husband’s passing.  The funeral arrangements have not yet 

been announced, but as soon as they are in hand, I will have the entire chapter informed.

His bags were packed, and Keith had peace with God through the Lord Jesus Christ!   The Bible says, “in the twinkling of an eye we shall all be 

changed” and the mortal will put on immortality, and the soul returns to God who gave it.  I have never met a man more ready to enter that “house not 

made with hands eternal in the Heavens”.

     With his passing, I am asking you to offer your prayers and thoughts towards Heaven on behalf of his wife June and their extended family.  Please 

know, dear Compatriots, that our Chapter will send beautiful flowers and prayers for Gods comfort. 

Keith was well attended by the men of his chapter who truly love him.  We all feel solidarity with our compatriots, and value their contributions 

greatly.  We have watched how hard and how diligently the Presidents and leaders of the Cincinnati Chapter have worked historically on our behalf, 

and Keith did the same for his Chapter; at times exhausting himself so that the important work of his Chapter could go forward.  It was the joy of his 

life.  He loved our history, and was himself an avid student of the American Revolution.  For Keith the Kingdom of God and the work of SAR were 

the motivating loves of his life, and we do well in these moments to give thanks for a life so well invested.

Ten years ago, his precious sister developed leukemia.  He qualified as a bone marrow donor, and that added three more years to her life.  He loved 

her a great deal, and was so thankful that he could do such a thing.  Phillips Brooks was a great New England preacher of yesteryear, who once defined 

greatness in this way:

“No one who has come to true greatness has not felt in some degree that his life belongs to the people, and what God has given them, He gives it for 

mankind.”

     This was Keith through and through.  A few weeks ago, at the Hocking Valley Chapter  meeting, the new officers were sworn in by Shawn Cox, 

State Society President.  The leadership then went to lunch.  Afterwards the entire group traveled to the nursing home and asked Keith to swear them 

into their various offices also; because he had been their founding Chapter President.

     Keith was, in his life, a laboring man, industrious; but his dormant gifts came to light with his vision to establish the Hocking Valley Chapter 

SAR.  He will be remembered, loved and carried in our hearts for years to come.  Being with him on Wednesday proved to be a rich time of ministry 

and sharing that I will not soon forget.

     In the Holy Scriptures the Kingdom of God is likened unto a great banqueting table; a place of joy and connectedness.  There we are united to loved 

ones and great ones; Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; of course, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and Washington himself.  Can you imagine Keith greeting 

the saints of glory and maybe, just maybe, a wink and a smile and an embrace from Washington himself!  Thursday late afternoon, Ezekiel’s Chariot 

arrived and the angels came and the Father got Keith home before dark right on time!  Your name, now written in the Lamb’s book of life is also 

recorded in another book, the history of your chapter; and in the decades to come your memory will be hallowed and your contributions celebrated.

     We the Sons of the American Revolution salute you President Kaufman, and thank God upon every remembrance of you.

     On Wednesday, February 20th, I drove from Cincinnati to New Lexington, Ohio, to visit with Keith 

Kaufman and his precious wife June. Bob Hill, a good friend, current treasurer and Color Guard commander 

of the Hocking Valley Chapter OHSSAR, joined me.  I met Keith over a year ago and just immediately felt 

a bond to him. Keith died the next day, late Thursday afternoon, February 21.  He was suffering from acute 

Leukemia, diagnosed almost 3 weeks ago, and was sent immediately to Hospice.  He was absolutely 

inspirational in how he handled his, “sudden day of adversity”.  Keith was baptized, and affirmed his faith 

in God.  He actually put in writing his testimony and wanted all to read it.  And having put all things in 

order, took flight to the Celestial city, being translated from the Church Universal to the Church Triumphant 

hours after my visit.

     During my visit with him I stood over his bed and offered prayer as all of us held hands and delighted in 

God before the throne of grace.   Then, I watched Keith and Bob Hill hold hands as Keith bequeathed to him 

his SAR ring, and asked him to wear it in remembrance.  I tell you the tears ran down our faces.  Keith 

came to this moment with such dignity and strength.  I sat with our former Chaplain Ken Carpenter as he 

approached his final hours; doing so with such confidence in the Lord and having peace with God through 

the Lord Jesus Christ.  We are blessed to be associated with men of such faith and character.

Sincerely,

The Rev. Dr. Ed Bonniwell, Chaplain—Cincinnati Chapter SAR

Note:  Keith passed on 21 February and was interred on Sunday, 24 February

Keith Kaufman



Cincinnati Chapter History

 

“The cause of America and Liberty is the cause of 

every virtuous American citizen, whatever may be 

his religion or descent.”

President George Washington

The Cincinnati Chapter SAR Takes A Stand on

Racial and Religious Tolerance in 1900

     With the increased efforts toward racial and religious tolerance today, it 

makes interesting the fact that at the Chapter’s Annual Banquet on March 

10, 1900 the two speakers were Rabbi Louis Grossman and Rabbi David 

Philipson. Both men were very highly respected religious leaders in the 

City of Cincinnati. 

     Rabbi Grossman was a founder of the Teachers Institute of the Hebrew 

Union College and served as the Institute’s principal for 1909 to 1918. He 

was founder and honorary President of the Western Association of Jewish 

Ministers. 

     Rabbi Philipson was the son of German-Jewish immigrants and he was 

a member of the first graduation class of the Hebrew Union College. He 

was one of the leaders of American Reform Judaism. 

     Both were prolific as lecturers and writers. Rabbi Grossman made an 

earnest plea for more exalted patriotism and Rabbi Philipson spoke on the 

subject, “The part the Jew took in the American Revolution.” 

George Stewart, Historian
Cincinnati Chapter SAR

     Rabbi Philipson was a staunch advocate of Americanism throughout his life. Rabbi Grossman noted in his lecture 

that Cincinnati was the first city founded in the United States following the American Revolution, and at the time, it 

was the biggest city, with the largest Jewish population, west of the Allegheny Mountains.

Rabbi Louis Grossman     &      Rabbi David Philipson



George Washington's Birthday Luncheon
Contributed by Compatriot Bob Bowers, 

Photos by Gary Dufield

The Cincinnati Chapter SAR and the Clough Valley 

Chapter NSDAR held a joint luncheon to celebrate 

Washington’s Birthday at the historic School House 

Restaurant and General Store, in Camp Dennison. In 

attendance were members of both chapters as well as 

guests from the John Reily, Turtle Creek, Oxford and 

Lima chapters of the NSDAR. Members of the American 

Legion and Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War and 

the Sister Anthony O’Connell Auxiliary, as well as Ohio 

Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War were also 

present.

This event was attended by approximately 80 patriots. The 

venue was filled to over flowing with every seat in the 

drawing room filled and people seated in the balcony and 

on the stairs for the proceedings!

There were two event speakers. 

Clough Valley DAR Regent 

Wanda Langdon highlighted three 

women that served in the 

American Revolutionary War (far 

left). Compatriot Bob Bowers 

offered insights into the Battle of 

Brooklyn (near left).

The Nolan Carson Memorial Color Guard opened the 

ceremony with the posting of the Colors. Cincinnati SAR 

First Vice President Kerry Langdon led the assembly in 

the Pledge of Allegiance.

Compatriots, Rogers, Blum, Schmidt, Bowers, Bredenfoerder, 
Stewart, and Bonniwell (l to r). Vice President Langdon and former Chapter President 

Mike Gunn inducted Ray Nagel and Robert Sturm as 

new Cincinnati SAR compatriots. Congratulations and 

welcome to compatriots Ray and Bob

Compatriots, Gunn, Nagel, Sturm and Langdon (l to r).



     On February 7th five members of the Cincinnati Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution (CCSAR) spent the 

day at Taylor Middle School’s Sixth Grade Class and their teacher Mrs. Hamm. We talked about the Revolutionary War 

and what caused it to happen, where some important battles occurred and some of the strategy used; demonstrated the 

type of dress used at that time, what kind of weapons were used by both sides and why the colonists prevailed against the 

British who had the most formidable army in the world at that time 250 years ago.

     The students were shown eating utensils of the time, how the militia dressed differently than the Continental army and 

were taught to march and follow orders like the full time soldiers. They were shown the difference in weapons used in the 

war and how foot soldiers (infantry) were different than the Dragoon (Horse soldiers).

     The CCSAR members who participated were: Jack Bredenfoerder, Bob Bowers, Dan Schmidt, Chaplain Ed Boniwell 

and Michael Gunn, all in Revolutionary War uniforms.

Taylor Middle School 6th Grade gets Cincinnati 
SAR Revolutionary War Class

 Students at Taylor Middle School listen intently as Jack Bredenfoerder, Ed Boniwell and Bob Bowers look on.

Cincinnati SAR Invited to join DAR with New 
Member Induction

Michael B. Gunn, Ph.D.

Past President, Patriot Graves Chair CCSAR

 

On Saturday, February 9, 2019 the John Reily OSDAR Regent Marlene Vastine led the daughters 

in the DAR Member Induction Ceremony Ritual at the Hamilton Presbyterian Church on 23 S. 

Front Street Hamilton, OH. Nolan Carson Memorial Color Guard Commander Shaun Smith led 

members Lee Wilkerson, Mike Gunn, Ed Bonniwell, Bob Bowers, Brad Jarard and Dan Schmitz 

in posting and retiring colors at the service which included the DAR Ritual and a luncheon 

afterwards.



Cincinnati SAR attended a naturalization ceremony held at St. James Elementary School, 3565 Hubble Rd., Cincinnati, 

Ohio at 11:00 AM on February 22, 2019. The three members of the Cincinnati SAR Nolan Carson Memorial Color 

Guard who welcomed seventy new citizens were: Compatriots Jerry Knight, Michael Gunn and Jack Bredenfoerder. This 

session of the Southern Ohio District Court was officiated by Magistrate Judge Karen L. Litkovitz. Also present were 

members of Cincinnati DAR, The league of Women Voters, The American Red Cross, a representative from the office of 

Senator Rob Portman and many family and well wishers supporting the new citizens. The Girl Scout Troop from the St. 

James School posted and retired the Colors. Welcome!

Compatriots Bob Bowers and Jerry Knight (left) welcomed 71 new citizens from 34 countries at a naturalization 

ceremony held at Potter Stewart Courthouse on Friday, February 8th. The Honorable Beth A. Buchanan officiated. 

Welcome to America!

Naturalization Ceremonies...
Meet Some of our Newest American Citizens

Compatriots 

Bredenfoerder, Gunn 

and Knight (left to 

right, above and left) 

welcoming new 

citizens.



The Crossing of the Dan, a nearly forgotten 

episode of the American Revolution that 

occurred at South Boston, Virginia, in 1781, 

received recognition in September 2013 by the 

National Society of the Sons of the American 

Revolution as a major historic event. This action 

has catapulted what was previously a local 

commemoration to a national event.

The Dan River Chapter, Virginia Society Sons 

of the American Revolution, Berryman Green 

Chapter, Virginia Daughters of the American 

Revolution, Halifax County Historical Society, 

and the Town of South Boston hosted the 238th 

Anniversary Commemoration of the Crossing of 

the Dan in historic downtown South Boston, 

Virginia. The commemorative events were held 

on February 16, 2019 at 10 AM.

Centered around The Prizery, where the 

Crossing of the Dan Exhibit is open to the 

public. Saturday’s program on February 16th 

featured a speaker, Dr. Carole W. Troxler, 

speaking on ” The Loyalists in the Back County 

” and a wreath presentation ceremony, An 

encampment on the Dan River, and a re-

enactment of The Crossing, were canceled due 

to weather not permitting. However, a 

Brunswick Stew lunch was available, as “dutch 

treat” by the local fire department.

The Emcee was Dr. Henry “Phil” Williams, Past 

President of the Virginia Society who was 

introduced by past president of the Dan River 

Chapter, Virginia Society. Colors were posted 

by NSSAR Color Guard Commander Mark 

Anthony and 30 members of the National SAR 

Color Guard.

At the evening before the Dan River Chapter, 

Virginia Society hosted a “Meet and Greet” 

where we were welcomed to South Boston, VA 

for the annual Crossing of the Dan Ceremony.

Past President Cincinnati Chapter SAR, Michael Gunn waiting to 
present a wreath (third from right).

Contributed by Michael Gunn, Past President CCSAR

Crossing the Dan



Cincinnati Chapter SAR
Leads Parade for President Harrison

Michael B. Gunn, Ph.D.

Past President, Patriot Graves Chair CCSAR

 

President William Henry Harrison’s 247th Birthday Commemorated by CCSAR.

On Friday, February 1, 2019 of the Cincinnati Chapter of the Sons of the

American Revolution (CCSAR) performed as Color Guard in the march to the William Henry Harrison Tomb and 

Memorial in North Bend, Ohio. They joined Mayor Doug Sammons of North Bend, OH who conducted the yearly 

wreath-laying ceremony to

commemorate Harrison’s 247th birthday at President William Henry

Harrison’s Memorial Site at 41 Cliff Rd., North Bend, Ohio. Event Color Guard Commander Michael Gunn led five 

members to the Monument for the Ceremony.

Wreaths were presented by: Daughters of the American Revolution, Sons of

the American Revolution Cincinnati Chapter (CCSAR) President Turner Lee Wilkerson III and Brigadier General 

Tony Wright, Commanding the 88th Readiness Division, Fort McCoy, WI who was representing President Donald 

Trump & Assistant Major Owens. Also present were: Chaplain Major John Betz, with the HHC 2nd Psyop Group 

who lead us in prayer; students from the Three Rivers Local School District; Taylor High School Band sang the 

Star Spangled Banner & played America the Beautiful; a U,S. Army Bugler played Taps; Miami Township 

Trustees; Knights of Columbus #2170; Green Township VFW Post 10380 and the CCSAR Nolan Carson Memorial 

Color Guard with five members firing a Musket Salute. We were joined by 3 members from the Simon Kenton 

Chapter of SAR in the parade.

President Harrison exemplified the finest of personal characteristics serving his country in several different ways as 

a military officer, a territorial Governor and after a well earned retirement agreed to serve as President of the United 

States of America. A commitment we seldom see now more than 175 years later and well worth our double volley 

from six flintlock weapons. An appropriate honor President Harrison would recognize and appreciate in his time.

 Members of the CCSAR lead the parade to the Tomb of President Harrison.



Mar 6     CCSAR Dinner and BOM      

Mar 8     Naturalization Ceremony

Mar 22   Naturalization Ceremony

Mar 23   Women's History Month/Clough Valley DAR

Apr 4     CCSAR Youth Awards Banquet

 

For more information on these events, please visit 

CincinnatiSAR.org and click the EVENTS tab.

EVENT CALENDAR

The Race to the Dan
The Retreat that Rescued the American 

Revolution
By Larry G. Aaron

 
From the cover: "The Crossing of the Dan 

was as significant to the southern campaigns 
as Washington's crossing of the Delaware."

 
Have you found a good book that you would 

like to recommend?  Send the editor an 
email and I will share it here.

Readers Corner

Youth Awards Ban�uet
Thursday, April 4 at 6:30 pm

Cincinnati Women's Club
330 Lafayette Ave, Cincinnati, OH 45220

Join us to help support and congratulate our 

outstanding Youth Award Contest winners!

Editor

Jeff Hartman

Flintlockjeff@gmail.com

The Cincinnati Chapter strives to make every event — Luncheons, Banquets, Youth Contest Award 

Ceremonies, Patriot Grave Marking Events — self-sustaining!  However, carrying out the History, 

Education and Patriotic Objectives that are set before us occasionally need additional resources to be 

most successful!  Your participation, by way of monetary gifts and donations are most welcome and 

tax exempt.

 Gifts shall be graciously received and should be made out 

and addressed to: 

                Compatriot Michael J. Blum, Treasurer

                          Cincinnati Chapter SAR  

                                 2999 Acer Court

                              Hamilton, Ohio  45013


