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     During this event we had occasion to induct a new member into our society.   Newly minted

Compatriot Mark Allen Matthews, accompanied by his wife Lisa, was administered the oath of

membership by President Hinson of the Ohio Society SAR, presented his Certificate of Membership

and pinned with his member’s rosette by his sponsor, Compatriot Gordon Stokely.

     A little later in the program we took time to congratulate our 2020 slate of new Chapter Officers. 

President Hinson graciously administered the oath of office to the assembled group and thanked

them for their leadership and willingness to be of service to the Chapter and Ohio Society in the

coming year.

Jeff Hartman
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Cincinnati Chapter SAR Recognizes Members at
Annual Awards Dinner

Photo by 
Michelle Stewart.

     At our annual awards banquet this year we had the opportunity celebrate on a number of fronts,

the Christmas and Hanukkah Seasons as well as recognition and presentation of awards.   Ohio

Society President, Steve Hinson and his First Lady were present for the celebrations as well.  

Photo by Michelle Stewart.

Photo by 
Michelle Stewart.

President Steve Hinson &
First Lady Venie Hinson

Compatriot Mark Matthews is inducted into the SAR with
his Mentor Gordon Stokely looking on



President - Turner Lee Wilkerson III
1st Vice President - Gregory D. Ballman
2nd Vice President - George H. Stewart

Treasurer - Michael J. Blum
Secretary - Clayton L. Crandall
Webmaster - Douglas L. Blake

Chaplain - Dr. R. Edgar Bonniwell

Historian - Gary L. Duffield
Registrar - Franz B. Ott II

BOM 1 - Daniel S. Schmitz
BOM 2 - James H. Houston
BOM 3 - Kerry L. Langdon

BOM 4 - Robert E.R. Bowers
BOM 5 - Dr. Jeffrey M. Hartman

The Second Front Page
Cincinnati Chapter's 2020 Officers

Compatriot Mark Holland receiving
the SAR WAR Service Medal

Chaplain Ed Bonniwell receiving the
Chapter Distinguished Service Medal

L to R - Mary Ann Du��ield, Janet
Crandall & Shirley Bowers

L to R - Bob Bowers, Jack
Bredenfoerder & Steve Hinson

The Gala The Awards

Photos by Michelle Stewart.
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A fraternal and civic society composed of lineal descendants of the men who wintered at Valley Forge, signed the Declaration of Independence, fought
in the battles of the American Revolution, served in the Continental Congress, or otherwise supported the cause of American Independence. 

The Cincinnati Chapter Sons Of The American Revolution Is A Registered 501(c)(3) Non-Profit Public Charity 

http://www.cincinnatisar.org/

In Patriotism

Lee Wilkerson

President - Cincinnati Chapter SAR

leewilkerson503@gmail.com 

President's Message

Lee Wilkerson - President
Cincinnati Chapter SAR
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our passion for the heritage we share and the legacy of our ancestors—we are surely offering

someone a gift—the gift of knowing their place in the continuing story of America.

     We have surely become aware of the origins of the world view held by the founding fathers as

they articulated their beliefs in our nation’s governing declarations, precedents and constitutional

proclamations.  Should we not share in the world view of our ancestry as we contemplate the

present?

     We belong to a Historical, Educational and Patriotic lineage society that seeks to maintain and

extend:  the institutions of American freedom, an appreciation for true patriotism, a respect for our

national symbols, the value of American citizenship, and the unifying force of E Pluribus Unum that

created one nation and one people

     It was probably never intended that we, as compatriots of this society, should do anything other

than seek to promote those precepts noted above, yet, a true curator of our history—an effective story

teller of our past—must be able to introduce the thoughts, perspectives and hopes of the founders.

How else will our audience be able to truly experience their ancestry & heritage if we cannot help

them to stand in their ancestor’s shoes or moccasins—if only for a moment?
 

This is the gift we can offer to all we encounter in the coming New Year of 2020!

Congratulations to Our Newly Inducted Officers for 2020—May This This Be Our Best Year

Happy New Year to All! 

The Gift of a New Year
 

     A few weeks ago, at the 7th Annual Awards Gala, I had the

distinct pleasure, as your Chapter’s President, to recognize the

achievements and work of our chapter and its membership.  I

jokingly, at some point during the ceremony, mentioned the fact

that I felt a little like Santa Claus.  Given the Christmas Season

and the anticipated New Year Celebrations, I did, in fact, feel like

Santa!  Being in a position to offer gratitude, recognition,

encouragement and awards for the work you accomplished

equated to gift giving—and we all know how gratifying it can be

to be the giver of of gifts versus simply being the recipient of

one!

     Each time we enter a school to share the national story with

our youngest citizens, each time we proudly, in uniform, present

our nation’s colors in public, whenever we, in conversation, share
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Wreaths Across America

L to R Compatriots, Bowers, Crandall, Ballman, Holland, Bredenfoerder and Gunn stand before the SAR
Memorial in Spring Grove Cemetery.

     This year on December 14th the Cincinnati SAR joined

several other civic groups including the Sons of Union

Veterans, DAR, the American Legion, the Gold Star

Mothers of America, etc. placing a wreath at over 1900

cemeteries across the globe. We, once again here in

Cincinnati  and in Hamilton, added several hundred wreaths

to the 230,000 sponsored placed in Arlington National

Cemetery at both Spring Gove Cemetery in Cincinnati and

Greenwood Cemetery in Hamilton, OH. Ceremonies

accompanied honoring the graves of hundreds of our

veterans from the Revolutionary War up through the Civil

War at Spring Grove Cemetery and up to the VietNam

conflict at Greenwood Cemetery.

     The President of American Gold Star Mothers, Inc. Mona

Gunn was the 2019 Grand Marshal of this annual escort to

Arlington National Cemetery. The parade’s theme will

REMEMBER, HONOR and TEACH with public events

scheduled on the East coast states. Formally recognized by

the United States Congress in 2008 its mission is to

REMEMBER, HONOR and TEACH is the goal of Wreaths

Across America. To honor veterans during the holiday

season a remembrance wreath is laid by volunteers upon the

hero’s grave in every state, at sea and abroad.

     At Greenwood Cemetery in Hamilton, Ohio, Cincinnati

SAR members George Stewart, Michael Blum and Daniel

Schmitz assisted in the placement of 300 wreaths on vet-

erans grave sites (see photo next page), then at the Rev. War

Soldier John Riley’s Grave.

Former Cpl (USA) Mark Holland
laying one of 400 wreaths.

Compatriots Stewart, Schmitz and Blum with
Ft. Hamilton CAR members Emi and Claire

Blum stand in front of Rev. War Soldier John
Riley's grave.
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In Spring Grove Cemetery at the Civil War

Section, Cincinnati SAR Helped to transport

the 400 wreaths to the tents at the site helped

by Bob Sturm and the other SAR members.

The Colors were then posted at the permanent

flagpole, with Reveille played by Chapter

President Turner Lee Wilkerson, and a detail

from the Cincinnati Chapter of the Sons of the

American Revolution’s Nolan Carson Mem-

orial Color Guard manned by: Commander

Michael Gunn, Jack Bredenfoerder, Clay

Crandall, Gregg Ballman, Bob Bowers and

Mark Holland.

A ceremony led by Kerry Langdon began with a moment of

Silence, the Pledge of Allegiance and an invocation from the

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, then a tribute to all

U.S. Veterans whose courage and action secured then maintained

the Liberty and Freedoms we have come to enjoy in this great

country. After wreaths were laid for the Services (Army,

Marines, Navy, Coast Guard, Air Force, Merchant Marines and

the Missing/ POW’s the more than 50 people present then began

to place the wreaths at each of the selected grave markers and

repeated the name of the veteran there (so saying their names to

not be forgotten).

 

WW I Veteran's Graves at Greenwood Cemetery in Hamilton, Ohio

MSgt (USAF Ret'd ) Clay Crandall placing a wreath upon
the grave of a Union Soldier in Spring Grove Cemetery

Former SSG (USA) Lee Wilkerson 
plays TAPS at Spring Grove Cememtery

Wreaths Across America Cont'd



Cincinnati Chapter
History

George Stewart Historian,
Cincinnati Chapter SAR
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Cincinnati Chapter SAR
Supports the Naming

of
St. Clair Plaza

     A Cincinnati street named for the “father of

Cincinnati” was changed in the summer of 1987. What

an insult to the memory of General Arthur St. Clair, who

gave us Cincinnati in 1790, after the Society of the

Cincinnati, comprised of Revolutionary War Officers

who served until the end of the war. Mr. Jack

Gunderman, organizer of the new General Arthur St.

Clair Society, believed it would be appropriate to name

something after General St. Clair, as this was the first in

more than 110 years that a street somewhere in

Cincinnati had not been named after the Revolutionary

War hero and statesman.

      Therefore, Mr. Gunderman suggested naming a site

on Fountain Square as “The General Arthur St. Clair

Plaza.” on Fountain Square. It is the center of the city

and no historical names would have to be changed. It

would be a site on Fountain Square to honor General St.

Clair.

     Mr. Gunderman asked local patriotic, military,

civil, and community groups to send him letters in

support of his proposal. The Cincinnati Chapter of

the Sons of the American Revolution

enthusiastically supported his proposal.  A letter

campaign was started within the chapter. No

action was ever taken by the City of Cincinnati.

     General St. Clair served with General George

Washington during the Revolutionary War, on a

seat in the Continental Congress in 1785, and was

elected its President in 1787, and was named the

first governor of the Northwest Territory in 1787.

He approved Cincinnati’s first charter in 1802. He

died in 1818.

General Arthur St. Clair - First Governor of
the Northwest Territory



From the Quill of

Dr. R. Edgar Bonniwell

Chaplain Cincinnati Chapter & Ohio Society  SAR
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I want to recommend some great books for the New Year and they will

not cost you a dime!

Heading Your List Should Be A History Book!
However, this has to be a special kind of history book.

We need a book that we can put our failures in and then say, ‘That’s history’.  Too many people give

their past, with all their worst moments and failures, the gift of eternal life.  Like Jesus, calling

Lazarus out of the tomb, they too shout to their past, filled with missed opportunities, poorly

managed relationships and numerous regrets, and they say, “Come forth!”  

As Chaplain, Pastor-counselor, I spend hours with people who are tormented by their past.  There is

forgiveness with God, and what He forgives, needs to be forgotten.  Take those failures and stick

them in your history book and say, ‘That’s history’.  To live with a self-flagellating spirit is neither

helpful nor redemptive.  Stop punishing yourself for the things in your past.   

A 2nd Book That All Of Us Need For The New Year Is A Good Math Book  
This Math book is a very unique Math book.  Here we take all the things that don’t add up in this

life, or compute; life’s bitter lessons, life’s conundrums, and things that don’t make sense, and we

put them in this Math book.  It may be that in time revelation will come explaining the events of

yesteryear.  In the meantime, however, keep those things in that Math book and then keep living.

Maybe in time God will do the math and give you understanding.

A 3rd Book We Need At The Beginning Of This Year Is A Simple Notebook  
We need to carefully write down the new lessons that we’re going to learn this year.  Our Lord is a

teacher.  Jesus was called Rabbi.  The gospels reveal that our Lord is one who gives a lot of lessons.  

Are you writing down the things the Lord is teaching you?   Wonderful lessons flow to those who

have faith in God.  My Notebook is brimming over.  Purpose to write down the things that you will

learn this year.  God has lessons planned for you!  

And Finally, We Need A Moodeling Book
     (Editor makes no claims of the term 'moodeling' ever having been recognized as a real word)  
‘Moodeling’ is a very simple name given to a very complex phenomenon; it’s something better

described than defined.  Moodeling is meandering, and Jesus was very good at it. He hung out, He

allowed life to come to Him, and much of His ministry took place while He was moodling! 

Evelynn Underhill once observed how some Christians ... “Desert God by entering His service

instead. ”That does not happen to those who moodel!    

In the New Year, learn the art of floating, of allowing life to come to you.  It’s ok to drift. 

Isaiah 28:16 says, “He that believeth shall not make haste.”  

Every day make an entry in your Moodeling book.  

In all probability you’re overdue for some serious ‘meandering’ and ‘floating’. 

You think about that! 

GREAT BOOKS FOR THE NEW YEAR

Chaplain’s Corner



     On Thursday, December 5, 2019 five members of the

Cincinnati Chapter of the Sons of the American Rev-

olution addressed about 175 Fifth Grade Students at

Taylor Middle School at 56 Cooper Avenue, Cleves,

OH. We were hosted by teachers: Robin Hance, Julie

Davey, Donna Fieler, Tricia Brogan, Brian Faust and

Melanie

Adams.

 Cincinnati SAR Presents Revolutionary
War History at Taylor Middle School

5th Grade Teacher Captain Robin Hance with
CCSAR team.

Artifacts of the Late 18th Century

Yorktown Experience

The life of the everyday Revolutionary War

Interesting antidotes about the Revolutionary War

Declaration of Independence & Constitution

     At 8 AM several school musicians including flutes,

horns and drums joined the Cincinnati SAR presenters in

Revolutionary War uniforms in the School Gymnasium

for a rendition of Yankee Doodle and the National

Anthem. Color guard Commander Michael Gunn intro-

duced himself and the uniform he was wearing, then

each of he other presenters: Jack Bredenfoerder, Gregg

Ballman, Dan Schmitz and Ed Boniwell who initiated

the contact with the school for Cincinnati SAR.

     We then asked the 5th Grade student body if they had

any questions before we met individually wit each if the

six class units. With that information as a beginning we

separated into classrooms where the students then

rotated to acquire the five presentations. The students

had very well thought out queries that helped the keep

the inform-ation flow moving. Topics were:
 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Cincinnati Chapter Educational Presenters (l to r):  Chapter Past President, Michael Gunn, Chapter Past
President, Jack Bredenfoerder, Rev. Ed Bonniwell, Dan Schmitz, and Gregg Ballman.
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What a day! What a day!  
     Our Cincinnati SAR educational presenters had on Tuesday November 26th at the Mars Hill

Academy located in Mason, Ohio; which is a part of Greater Cincinnati.  This is a unique prep school

and solidly Christian, with an amazing staff; and our time there proved to be incredibly stimulating.   

     Chapter President Turner Lee Wilkerson, Color Guard Commander Michael Gunn, Dr. Ed

Bonniwell, Bob Bowers, Dan Schmitz, Jack Bredenfoerder, Mark Holland, Gordon Stokely and His

Excellency George Washington, (which is our own Zach Haines) made presentations on the

American Revolution the entire day. 

     Morning began with a major assembly.  Our Color Cuard marched, doing maneuvers and firing

our muskets.  Then we paraded into the gymnasium where His Excellency George Washington (Our

own Zach Haines) spoke in the first person, utterly arresting the attention of the young people

gathered there.   After about a 25-minute presentation, we as presenters were assigned various

classrooms. 

     Our presenters were all really on, and we felt so energized by the climate of the school.   The

students obviously had some understanding of the Revolution and their questions reflected passion

for our heritage and history.  We spoke to 6th graders, 8th graders, and 11 and 12th graders.  In the

assembly we had the entire school, with Jack Bredenfoerder and Dr. Michael Gunn assisting Zach

Haines, complementing Washington’s presentation.  It was unquestionably a very memorable day.  

     To the board that sanctioned our coming, to Dr. Waldy for all of his longsuffering patience, and to

the academic review committees that carefully assessed all of our presentations and chose those that

would facilitate their academic journey in the Colonial Period, we salute you and give thanks for your

passion for education.

Mars Hill Academy Receives History Lesson

L to R - Mike Gunn, Lee Wilkerson, Jack Bredenfoerder, Mark Holland,
Zach Haines, Ed Bonniwell, Dan Schmitz, Bob Bowers
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The Cincinnati Chapter SAR strives to make every event self-sustaining!  However, carrying out the History,
Education and Patriotic Objectives that are set before us occasionally need additional resources to be most successful! 

 Your participation, by way of monetary gifts and donations are most welcome and tax exempt.  Gifts shall be
graciously received and should be made payable to:  Treasurer Cincinnati Chapter SAR

and addressed to:  Compatriot Michael J. Blum, 2999 Acer Court, Hamilton, Ohio  45013

Jan 4     Chapter Leadership Planning Meeting, President's House, 9:30 AM

Jan 8     CCSAR BOM Meeting, Quality Inn, Dinner at 5:30 PM, Meeting at 7 PM

Jan 19   Cowpens National Anniversary Event, Cowpens, South Carolina

Feb 1     William Henry Harrison 246th Birthday Event, North Bend, OH 

Feb 5    CCSAR BOM Meeting, Quality Inn, Dinner at 5:30 PM, Meeting at 7 PM

Feb 7-8  Ohio Society Winter Meeting, Hope Hotel, Dayton, OH

Feb 23   Washington's Birthday Party, TBD

Feb 28-Mar 2 Spring Leadership Meeting, Louisville, KY

For more information on these events, please visit:  CincinnatiSAR.org and click the EVENTS tab.

Event Calendar

Neither an epic struggle nor a clash that changed the

course of history, the battle doesn't even have a

name.

Yet, as renowned Native American historian Colin

Calloway demonstrates here, St. Clair's Defeat--as it

came to be known-- was hugely important for its

time. It was both the biggest victory the Native

Americans ever won, and, proportionately, the

biggest military disaster the United States had

suffered. With the British in Canada waiting in the

wings for the American experiment in republicanism

to fail, and some regions of the West gravitating

toward alliance with Spain, the defeat threatened the

very existence of the infant United States.

Generating a deluge of reports, correspondence,

opinions, and debates in the press, it produced the

first congressional investigation in American

history, while ultimately changing not only the

manner in which Americans viewed, raised,

organized, and paid for their armies, but the very

ways in which they fought their wars.

Emphasizing the extent to which the battle has been

overlooked in history, Calloway illustrates how this

moment of great victory by American Indians

became an aberration in the national story and a

blank spot in the national memory. Calloway shows

that St. Clair's army proved no match for the highly

motivated and well-led Native American force that

shattered not only the American army but the ill-

founded assumption that Indians stood no chance

against European methods and models of warfare.

An engaging and enlightening read for American

history enthusiasts and scholars alike, 

In 1791, General Arthur St. Clair led the United

States army in a campaign to destroy a complex of

Indian villages at the Maumee River in northwestern

Ohio. Almost within reach of their objective, St.

Clair's 1,400 men were attacked by about one

thousand Indians. The U.S. force was decimated,

suffering nearly one thousand casualties in killed

and wounded, while Indian casualties numbered

only a few dozen. But despite the lopsided result, it

wouldn't appear to carry much significance; it

involved only a few thousand people, lasted less

than three hours, and the outcome, which was never

in doubt, was permanently reversed a mere three

years later. 
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The
Victory
with No

Name
brings this
signi�icant
moment in
American
history
back to
light.


