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On January 27,  the Virginia 1st and 8th Regiments were called up to engage the British in a part of

Ohio now known as Symmes Township. His Excellency George Washington personally undertook

command. Upon arriving, the British had fled, and since a special school event, called ‘Symmes

Cultural Heritage Night’, was about to begin, His Excellency (our very own Zach Haines) and his

Corporal (Dr. Ed Bonniwell) represented the Cincinnati Chapter quite well.  As you can see from the

above photo, General Washington was a big hit with the children.
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General Washington Visits Local Elementary
School

General Washington (Zac Haines) (left) and

his Aid-De-Camp, Dr. Ed Bonniwell.

General Washington

entertaining the "troops".
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February's
Board of Management

Meeting—DON'T MISS IT !
Planned New Member Inductions:
Zachary J. Tufts 
  Robert S. Tufts  

  Maxwell R. Tufts

  Preston J. Tufts
  Chad J. Tufts

Ronald E. Erskine Jr.

Proposed Resolution  20-02 Advanced JROTC Recognition Scholarship Award
The Question:  

Given that we offer Chapter Level Cash prizes for All Americanism Contests,

should we offer a similar prize for the Advanced JROTC Scholarship Contest?

President                                    Turner Lee Wilkerson, III.              Cincinnati

1st Vice President                     Merlyn (Troy) C. Bailey                 Northeast Ohio

2nd Vice President                    John (Jack) Bredenfoerder             Cincinnati

Secretary                                    Donald C. McGraw, Jr.                Cincinnati

Treasurer                                    Michael J. Blum                       Cincinnati

Registrar                                     Merlyn (Troy) C. Bailey              Northeast Ohio

Chancellor                                  Richard L. Carr, Jr., Esq.              Richard Montgomery

Historian                                     Steve Greaf                            Firelands Bicentennial

Genealogist                                Timothy E. Ward                      Northeast Ohio

Chaplain                                     Ralph (Ed) Bonniwell                 Cincinnati

National Trustee                        L. Stephen Hinson                    Northeast Ohio

Alt National Trustee                 Timothy E. Ward                      Northeast Ohio

Director-at-Large2020-2023     Timothy E. Ward                      Northeast Ohio

Director-at-Large2019-2022     Donald C. McGraw, Jr.                Cincinnati

Director-at-Large2018-2021      James D. Schaffer                         Cincinnati

Ohio Society Nominations for 20/21 Officer Term



 

A fraternal and civic society composed of lineal descendants of the men who wintered at Valley Forge, signed the Declaration of Independence, fought
in the battles of the American Revolution, served in the Continental Congress, or otherwise supported the cause of American Independence. 

The Cincinnati Chapter Sons Of The American Revolution Is A Registered 501(c)(3) Non-Profit Public Charity 

http://www.cincinnatisar.org/

In Patriotism

Lee Wilkerson

President - Cincinnati Chapter SAR

leewilkerson503@gmail.com 

President's Message

Lee Wilkerson - President
Cincinnati Chapter SAR
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I never cease to be amazed at how quickly you guys grasp the situation, define a plan and execute it

to the Chapter and Community's advantage!
 

Personal Initiative is the human element that drives this engine!  When we, as individual contributors,

look around us and see something that needs to be taken care of—we take care of it!  That's really the

essence of the Fellowship and Society we enjoy, we strive to work as a team—each man looking out

for the best interest of his fellow compatriot and the welfare of the chapter.  The team working

productively to achieve the common objective of our Educational, Historical and Patriotic goals.   
 

The real beauty of this concept in action is simply that we are each uniquely gifted, yet we are able to

achieve big things by blending our gifts (strengths) to create an entity that is capable of much more

than a single individual.
 

This is not an original thought, idea or concept... 
 

It has been working in America for over 400 Years!
  

The beauty is watching it continue to work so well from one generation to the next.
 

Initiative—Who's taking it?
 

Since I have been retired from the corporate world I've had the

joy of better understanding a lot of the interaction I once had with

my old mentors and managers—interaction that I sometimes

never really understood at the time!
 

I used to wonder (never out loud) what they were worrying about.  

They had nothing to fear—I had everything under control!
 

Some of you may recall that moment of personal discovery—that

moment when you suddenly realized how smart your parents

were!
 

That's the kind of awakening I'm alluding to—and it's happening

again—only this time its not my bosses or parents, its you guys!

Let us always remember its not about us as individuals—

Its about the Mission and how we carry it out! 



Cincinnati Chapter
History

Gary Duffield, Historian,
Cincinnati Chapter SAR
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The Ohio Society of the Sons of the Revolution was

incorporated on May 2, 1893 in Columbus, Ohio. The meeting

was conducted

by Mr. L.J. Allen, who was an officer on the U. S. Steamship

“Chicago” and a national member from the New York and

Pennsylvania Societies of the Sons of the Revolution. 
 

This Society has roots dating back to 1883. There were nine

gentlemen present for this meeting from all parts of Ohio. On

May 9th, 1893, the Society was organized at the Burnet House

in Cincinnati, Ohio, with a membership of twenty-seven with

Mr. Jeptha Garrard being elected President. The first patriotic

meeting of the Society was held on Washington’s Birthday,

February 22, 1894 at the Queen City Club in Cincinnati, Ohio. 
 

The new Society started unsuccessfully raising funds to

purchase a statue of a “Minuteman.” The Society established a

statewide essay contest. It gave funds to Berea College in

Kentucky, to aid in the education of descendants of

Revolutionary War soldiers. 
 

In 1902 a committee was appointed to actively engage in

identifying the Revolutionary War soldiers of Hamilton County.

A permanent memorial of this work was placed on a large

bronze tablet and is still on display on the second floor of the

Memorial Building on Elm street in Cincinnati, Ohio. On

Saturday February 22, 1930 the Ohio Society Sons of the

Revolution and The Cincinnati Chapter of the Sons of the

American Revolution held a joint meeting to unite as one

organization.

The Ohio Society
Sons of the  Revolution

 

A forerunner of the
Cincinnati Chapter, Ohio Society, 
 Sons of the American Revolution

Brigadier General Jeptha Garrard
U. S. Volunteers 



From the Quill of

Dr. R. Edgar Bonniwell

Chaplain Cincinnati Chapter & Ohio Society  SAR
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Chaplain’s Corner

Consider the following  insights, based on scripture, that may help you to

navigate the days ahead with greater wisdom. 

First  engage your future more intentionally.  Don’t procrastinate. The Bible

warns about taking a little slumber, a little sleep, and the folding of one’s hands;

and soon we come to ruin.

Secondly, stop darkening your own counsel.  Don’t do the devil’s work that he would like to perpetrate against

you.  He speaks death; but Christ speaks life.  Some of us have some bad records or tapes going on in our head, and

it is so self-defeating: ‘I’m too tired’... ‘I’m fatigued’... ‘I’m just overwhelmed’... ‘It’s all just too much for me’...

‘I’m too far behind and I will never catch up’ — and when we talk like that to ourselves, we are discouraging our-

selves. We need to learn to say with David, from Psalm 18, “With my God I can scale any wall, and I can advance

against any troop.”  

Don’t give your problems eternal life.   Don’t keep resuscitating your issues or feeding them.  Some people

wouldn’t have a life if they didn’t have a problem. Don’t be one! 

Recognize that it’s time to get past your past.  Don’t dwell on the past because it sours the spirit, it enlivens bit-

terness, it closes us off from hearing God and moving on.  Too much focus on our past can shrink our worlds. Paul

says “forget those things which re behind you.”  The Greek word for “forget “means to bury!  It’s time to bury

some things and we do it with God’s blessings!  

Learn to be reasonable.  You’re not a machine.  Think of your life as a big loaf of bologna.There is only so much

of you to go around. Therefore invest yourself wisely! 

Avoid delusional thinking. Unsuccessful people constantly lie to themselves about their own lives.  The Bible

says that " we’re not to think more highly of ourselves than we ought to think."  We need to know our strengths and

weaknesses, and know what we can do.  An overextended life,that operates outside of one's  gift mix, leads to hum-

iliation and terrible defeat.

Learn to be smart about your own heart.  In other words, learn to be suspicious of your own heart motivations. 

 Beloved, everything we think, and often conclude, has to come through a filter that is contaminated with original

sin.  And that contamination can distort everything.  Learn to follow the Lord, not your heart !

When people show you who they really are believe them.   You can’t get involved with crazy people without

suffering disappointment.  Never assume that your friendship with anyone is going to preempt the destructive pat-

terns in their life patterns that may very well victimize You! Give that some serious reflection! 

Bear burdens, but don’t move boundaries.  Get this down pat and you’ll live happier than you’ve ever lived in

your life.  Keep in mind that Paul says in Galatians 6:2, “Bear one another’s burdens," but scripture warns us  not

to move  boundaries!   When you go do something for someone that they could easily do themselves but haven’t

because they’ve been lazy, or procrastinated because they feel overwhelmed; that is tantamount to moving a

boundary; and most of the time God won’t honor it, and it leads to broken relationships.  In contrast a burden is

different.  If someone is sick, and you come to the rescue — that is burden bearing, that’s a good thing; and God

will honor that.

Learn to keep your own counsel! We must learn to play our cards close to our chest.  Never try to curry favor

with a person by opening up your personal life.  It does not work.  We need to regard a lot more things as private,

between God and our own spouse. 

Know that your life follows your decisions.  Because most of us are traveling at the speed of life, many important

decisions are made on the fly. And that can place your life in the hopper!  Poor decisions today can radically affect

all of our tomorrow's.  Conversely good decisions today make for a lot of happy tomorrows.

Ask for Wisdom!  Wisdom is located in Jesus. I Cor 1v30. 

It is in the outliving of our inward abiding that Christ wisdom is manifested in our lives. Divine wisdom, i.e. the

mind of Christ gives us a great advantage.

So pray for it!   Every day we live is a gift!   Use it wisely!    Live in it wisely!   Here ends the lesson !



He was a Christian in the great Roman Catholic

tradition.  He left behind his wife Elizabeth of 45

years, daughter Heidi Ludwig, and grand-

children; Aubrey and Ava, his brother Ralph and

two sisters, Kathleen and Carol.   John was a

member of the Cheviot fire association; St. Dom-

inick’s Men’s Society; he was an Elder Alumni

of the Knights of Columbus; a member of the St.

Vincent de Paul Society; and a fellow com-

patriot, member of the Cincinnati Chapter of The

Sons of the American Revolution.   He retired

from Fernald Environmental, and worked at

International Harvester Co-Op, Cincinnati Water

Works, and was a dedicated employee at Bayley

Retirement Village.  His was a full and mean-

ingful life.   He loved our nation and sought to

give back to our country by virtue of his

involvement with The Sons of the American

Revolution.  A good spirited man, family orient-

ed, who loved God and his country is now tucked

away in the eternal comfort of Jesus Christ,

living in that house not made with hands eternal

in the Heavens.   We salute him for his many

contributions, his civic mindedness, and for all

that he brought to the Cincinnati Chapter of SAR.  

In May of 2020, he will be memorialized in a

very special service; and statewide we shall

remember this beautiful man.

Compatriot
Gregory Stewart

Foster
Last April 30th, 2019 fellow compat-

riot Greg Foster, age 84, slipped

these mortal bonds. A beloved hus-

band for 53 years to Sally Foster, he

was a devoted father and grandfat-

her.   He left behind a daughter The-

resa (Mark) Strong and son Dave 

This year we lost a wonderful man

form our local chapter of SAR. 

Beloved husband of 45 years, John

Albert Ludwig, March 5, 1949 –

October 27, 2019 — age 70, was

translated from the Church Universal

to the Church Triumphant.  

Compatriot 
John Albert

Ludwig

(Julie) Foster.   He also left behind (Dave), T.J.,

Jenna, Nick and Chris.  Our brother was a fellow

compatriot, and in the yesteryears of his long

tenured life he sought to serve our nation through

SAR; he believed in all the great values,

traditions and ideals which have helped make

America great.  Cincinnati SAR salutes him for

his love of country and for his contribution to

The Sons of the American Revolution.  We, as

members of SAR the Cincinnati Chapter, give

thanks upon every remembrance of our fellow

compatriot.   Our organization is sustained by

such people who become pillars, helping to

uphold our great Heritage.   Mr. Foster will be

memorialized in May in our Statewide Conven-

tion; and in that service, we will remember his

life and commitment to us.  We trust that his soul

now reposes in God and that he ran his race of

faith successfully.   We shall never forget you,

our dear fellow compatriot.
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Commander Brad Jarard
Nolan Carson Memorial Color Guard

Cincinnati Chapter SAR

The first part of the vision of the color guard has been the

rebranding of the color guard section of the SAR website to

reflect the expanded capabilities of the color guard.   Now we

are known as our  Ceremonial and Historical unit, in which the

NCMCG is part of.  This should allow us to correctly focus on

events more closely related to the mission of the SAR.  As we

rebrand we’ll focus of public support of events by providing

historically correct ceremonies, including posting of colors,

Engaging in genealogical discussions and accurate historical

portrayals of both individual and unit functions.  The con-

tinuing mission is to further utilize historically correct

maneuvers related to ceremonies and drill through practice and

unit member engagement.   We’ll also encourage new and

existing compatriots to join at their own pace.  

The color guard has come a long way in the last 5 years to be one of the preeminent color guards in

the country, both in uniform and drill.  Our goal is to continue to build on this to be an example for

the rest of the country, but still maintain a home/chapter life balance that supports this mission.
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Corporal Mark Anthony Holland
Vertrans Committee Chairman

Combined with these volunteer hours we plan on donating time and resources to veterans in need,

whether it is groceries, a ride to doctor’s appointments, or simply a person to talk to. One exciting

event that occurs monthly is the Healing Through Wolves program at Wolfcreek Habitat which

occurs once a month, there veterans will receive a free lunch and if they wish time to interact with the

wolves inside the rescue. These activities, as well as many other activities, are in store for the year

ahead. 
 

One large event for this year that must be mentioned will be our veteran’s day luncheon where we

hope to go above and beyond in honoring all those who have served our great nation! 
 

The veterans committee also has plans to honor one of our own on his 100th birthday, a World War II

Veteran and part of the greatest generation! This will be an incredible

celebration and I hope all will be able to attend. 

In the words of George Washington, 
“The willingness with

which our young people are likely to serve in any war, no
matter how justified,shall be directly proportional to how they

perceive the Veterans of earlier wars were treated and
appreciated by their nation.

”The veterans committee has one primary goal in mind and that is

remind our veterans that they will never be forgotten, and we plan to

do that in many ways
 

Several of these include honoring wounded warriors with the Sons of

the American Revolution’s Wounded Warrior Challenge Coin and

certificate. Another is increasing our volunteering time at the

Cincinnati VA Hospital with direct contact of Veterans both in long

term and short-term care.

1st Lt.  James Russell Halls
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Youth and Adult
Education Committee

 

At this writing, the Youth Education Team has made presentations at

10 schools with another 3 schools and one senior citizen living fac-

ility having invited us to lecture on topics related to the American

Revolution between now and the end of May. 
 

For the 2018-2019 program year we presented at 7 schools.   We

have literally doubled our activity for the 2019-2020 program year.

While our focus has been and will continue to be youth education via

lectures in elementary, middle and high schools, we feel it is import-

ant to expand our activities to include adult education opportunities.

Bob Bowers
Youth Education

Committee Chairman
Cincinnati Chapter SAR

The average American adult is quite uninformed of the events that occurred to make this great

Republic.  The Cincinnati Chapter should take a leadership role in rectifying this wherever we can.
 

That said, we need new recruits to expand the team.   We will likely not be able to expand our

program beyond what it is today without new presenters.  Our goal has been to not have more than

two educational events per month so that team members do not become burned out.   We have

established a goal of 15 schools as the most we could do in a program year without overtaxing the

team.   But the program has met with such great approval wherever we go that we are getting more

and more requests to fill.  Adding adult education events to the schedule clearly shows the great need

for more team members.
 

So, we have a dilemma, albeit a good dilemma.
 

We are in great demand and it appears quite easy to add schools and adult venues to the program. 

But without a few more additions to the team it is unlikely that we can reasonably expand the

program much beyond what we have today.  So, I invite anyone with an interest in passing on the

legacy of our forefathers to the children and the adults in our community to step forward and become

a part of this excellent team.

Adult education in the CommunityElementary & High School education in the Classroom



Lunch 12:15 – 12:20 p.m.

Comments from General Washington

Presentation by Ohio Society C.A.R.

Special Recognition and Announcements

Retirement of Colors

Benediction

Invocation

 Present of the Colors

Nolan Carson Memorial Color Guard

Pledge of Allegiance

Greeting, Introduction of Distinguished Guests

Cutting of the Birthday Cake

DAR/CAR Liaison
Communique

George Stewart, 2nd Vice President
Programs & History Teacher Contest

Committee Chairman
Cincinnati Chapter SAR

 

 

Cincinnati Chapters of  DAR &
SAR Meet Jointly in February

with Ft. Washington CAR 
Our February meeting will be our annual meeting

with SAR and C.A.R.  We hope to have between 75

and 100 persons in attendance that day. You will note

that the time table for that day is different than our

usual.  The business meeting will start at 10:30 a.m. in

the Lecture Room (downstairs). At 11:30 we will go

upstairs to the Tea Room. There will be one half

hours in between our meeting and lunch. This will

give you 30 minutes to go to the restroom, check out

the C.A.R. offerings, the DAR Quilt, check out the

colonial games the C.A.R. members are playing and

find a seat. 
 

Washington's Birthday Program

In accordance with Cincinnati Chapter Resolution 19-01—CAR Liaison & Donations, the

Chapter will be awarding annual monetary assistance to the Fort Hamilton & Fort Washington

Chapters of the CAR during this month.
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Programs
 

My first thought as I took over this committee

was what can be done to better engage the

chapter member. The best advice that was ever

given to me my a chapter member was: “Don’t

worry what someone else did previously, take

the job and make it your own.” I am in the

process of evaluating and selecting venues for

upcoming luncheons.   Finding new,  affordable

and different venues has been a challenge. I

believe there is a fine line …. what is the price

point that membership is willing to pay to go to

an event? My vision is to select and explore

different venues and engaging speakers that will

perk the interest of our membership and stay

within a reasonable budget. My vision is also to

have more interaction between the DAR and

CAR Chapters within the Greater Cincinnati

area. They will not come unless invited and if

they do come let get them involved with the

program we are conducting. I believe will help

us understand how the DAR and CAR

organizations operate. Another priority is

working with the Veterans Committee to get

more involved with veterans groups in the

Greater Cincinnati area. I feel this has been a

missed opportunity for years. A community

service project has been suggested and we are

exploring ideas.  Gauge membership interest in

Reds baseball game again this year.    

Community service idea:  Designate month or a

week for a blood drive "Shed our blood to save

others"

History Teacher Contest
 

My goal is to find three teachers candidates for

this award. We have had good success winning

the state award for the last two years and have

had a 3rd place national award winner last year.

I am working with the members of the Youth

Education Committee to help find and encourage

educators they meet at their school presentations

to enter this contest. They are actually working

one on one with these educators and  would

better know who might be a good candidate. My

vision is to elevate this award to be the “#1

Award” within the Youth Education

Committee.A good educator will motivate and

challenge their students. Without a teacher, we

would not have students in our contests. They

should be recognized and rewarded.

PROGRAMS COMMITTEE
&

LAWRENCE HISTORY TEACHER CONTEST
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Sycamore Township Cemetery
Headstone transfer from Anderson

Township
 

Gregg Ballman & Mike Gunn have had a

confirmation from the Sycamore Twp. Official

assigned to moving the VA markers to the Old

Mt. Carmel Cemetery on Kenwood Rd.

A dedication Ceremony around Mem-orial Day

is under consideration by Sycamore Township

Officials and us. We have allocated possible

budget for this event, but await logistics.

Clough Valley DAR Paxton
Cemetery Grave Marking

 

Discussions with the DAR indicate the pre-

parations for upgrading the Small Cemetery at

the old Paxton Family grounds has not pro-

gressed.  Our visit to the site indicated the flat

tombstone for Patriot Paxton is barely legible

and needs to be upgraded for a proper

Ceremony. We await information from DAR

and have not targeted any action or budget for

this event.

Patriot’s Day Event 19 April 2020
      

Patriots Day, Scheduled for April 19, 2020

at 2PM at the Pioneer Cemetery in Middletown

OH. 1600 1st Avenue & Richmond Street, Mid-

dletown, OH [39.512999 -84.399698]

Invitations have been sent out to the list of

Descendants that was completed by Todd Hol-

comb on January 26th. A draft program has been

shared with the Cemetery Assn for input along

with an attempt to get response from the DAR

Chapter and local Historical Assn. before we

share with the public. The NCMCG has been

requested and responded with an affirmative to

present a living history along the type done at

Zoar this past year. The markers were installed

by this committee in September. 

Hopewell Cemetery (Montgomery)
Grave Marking

      

At the request of President Wilkerson we

reviewed the Patriots buried at the Hopewell

Cemetery, Montgomery, OH. There are no

tombstones for two of the eight Patriots at the

site and no SAR markers visible. The American

Legion broached the subject of a marking event

there, and appears to be an appropriate project.

We have budget for such in 2020 with a date yet

to be selected.

Revolutionary 
War Sites

&
Patriot Graves

The Committee has initiated planning on a number

of activities in remembrance of our fallen ancestors

from the Revolutionary Period to include:

Dr. Michael B. Gunn
Past President  Cincinnati Chapter SAR

& War Graves Committee Chairman

David Allis Grave Marking Bolton, Connecticut
This project is just beginning to get traction with communications begun with the Bolton Town

Officials and the Connecticut Society SAR.  Our !st Vice President Greg Ballman is working closely

with Compatriot Freeman to schedule and coordinate required detailed planning.
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Books

The concept of the farmer and shopkeeper pulling rifles off pegs on the wall to

fight the British has been the typical image of the American minuteman. The

fact that he may have had military training and drilled―and that April 19, 1775

was not his first battle―usually goes unmentioned. 

Winner of the American Revolution Round Table Award, The Minute Men will

be of keen interest to those curious about the true history of some of America’s

first soldiers.

Reviewed and recommended by....

Colonel (USA Retired) Donald C. McGraw Jr. 

Past President - Cincinnati Chapter SAR & Ohio Society SAR

The Colonel's opinion confirmed by former Staff Sergeant (USA Discharged)

Turner Lee Wilkerson III

President Cincinnati Chapter SAR

The Cincinnati Chapter SAR strives to make every event self-sustaining!  However, carrying out the History,
Education and Patriotic Objectives that are set before us occasionally need additional resources to be most successful! 

 Your participation, by way of monetary gifts and donations are most welcome and tax exempt.  Gifts shall be
graciously received and should be made payable to:  Treasurer Cincinnati Chapter SAR

and addressed to:  Compatriot Michael J. Blum, 2999 Acer Court, Hamilton, Ohio  45013

Event Calendar
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Feb 7

Feb 7-8

Feb 15

Feb 28-Mar 2

Mar 3 

Mar 6

William Henry Harrison 246th Birthday Event, North Bend, OH

Ohio Society Winter Meeting, Hope Hotel, Dayton, OH

Washington's Birthday Party, Cincinnati Women's Club, Noon

Spring Leadership Meeting, Louisville, KY

Compatriot Hall's 100th Birthday Celebration, Otterbein Village, Lebanon, OH 

CCSAR BOM Meeting, Quality Inn, Dinner at 5:30 PM, Meeting at 7 PM

For more information on these events, please visit:  CincinnatiSAR.org and click the EVENTS tab.


