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On Saturday morning, 9 May at 10:00 AM the Ohio Society convened its 131st Annual Meeting. 

This was a precedent setting meeting for the Ohio Society in that it was the first time a virtual

meeting of its membership was held.   The driving force behind this change to tradition was, of

course, the COVID-19 Pandemic!
 

One of the primary reasons for this meeting to be held at this time was simply to maintain

coincidence with the National Society’s timing for reporting of membership and business status. 

Additionally, elections of officers for the 2020/2021 term of office was necessary.  Partially through

the meeting agenda and upon a motion from the floor, President Hinson suspended the Board of

Management meeting and called to order 131st Annual General Membership Meeting of the Ohio

Society SAR.
 

The chairman of the Nominating Committee, Don McGraw, presented the slate of nominees for the

upcoming term of office.  No nominations were presented from the floor allowing President Hinson

to presided over the election of OHSSAR Officers for the 2020/2021 Leadership Term.
 

A motion from the floor to accept the slate of officers, as presented, by a vote of  acclamation was

made and seconded.  The vote was unanimously in favor of the all nominees and the election results

was declared.  President General Jack Manning, present at the meeting then conducted the swearing

in of the newly elected leadership of the Ohio Society SAR!

 

As noted by the photos above the newly elected officers included 6 Cincinnati Chapter Members!

Additionally, during the first Executive Committee Meeting, the following week, 3 Committee

Chairmen, also from Cincinnati, were approved!
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President's Message
 

The Blue Ash Room will be set up theater style (no tables)

6 feet between Rows and Chairs

Everyone is encouraged to maintain social distance and wear a mask

Seats will be disinfected prior to meeting

Hand Sanitizers will be available on site

Since the middle of the month we have been making plans for our first

face-to-face meeting since early March.  We have picked a couple of

events that can be managed with serious consideration to the Ongoing

threat associated with the Corona Virus—COVID-19.
 

Our first endeavor will be a modified Board of Management Meeting held

in celebration of Flag Day.  This will occur on a Saturday afternoon at

2:00 PM on the 6th of June. at the Quality Inn Blue Ash, 5901 Pfeiffer

Rd, Cincinnati, OH 45242 in the  Blue Ash Room.

We are inviting all newly approved members to attend this forma

Induction into the Society.  New Members wishing to be inducted on this

occasion please feel free to invite friends and family.

 

COVID - 19 AWARENESS

 

 

 
 

The next event is planned to be an event that we attempted pull off last summer—to no avail!  But,

this year it looks to have all come together.  Brad Jarard covers a lot of the details of this event in his

Color Guard article a few pages further back in this edition.
 

We will honoring six Revolutionary War patriots at the Sycamore Township Cemetery on Kenwood

Road.  The event will be held on Saturday afternoon at 2:00 PM on July 4th.
 

Finally, the Ohio Society is planning it regular BOM Meeting on July 24th at Ft. Laurens.  The plan

also includes the Annual Awards Ceremony, Dedication of the Historical marker and Memorial

Services at the Tomb of the Unknown Patriots on Saturday the 25th of July at Ft. Laurens.  This

event is planned as an outdoor event

 

Lee Wilkerson - President
Cincinnati Chapter SAR

Ohio Society SAR

In Patriotism
Lee Wilkerson

President - Cincinnati Chapter SAR
leewilkerson503@gmail.com 
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Remember.... Everyone is responsible for everyone's safety



From the Quill of

Dr. R. Edgar Bonniwell

Chaplain Cincinnati Chapter & Ohio Society SAR
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Chaplain’s Corner

ONLY IF IT MATTERS TO GOD

 

 

Time for a lesson from history. (You can handle it.) Henry the 8th, in his prime, was

considered one of Europe's real stud muffins. Charming and good-looking, he had it all, but

he also had Catherine of Aragon as his wife, and she could not produce children for him. 

 (She was a very Godly lady and well-loved throughout all of Europe. She was older than

young Henry however!)  At least that is the excuse he used after Anne Boleyn came into

his life.  And by the way, she was a real dish according to the historians.
  

Henry wanted a divorce because, he said, the kingly line had to continue and he needed an

heir to sit on the throne. The church said no, and this issue began to dominate all of Europe.  

It was called, "The King's great matter", and it seemed to matter to everyone throughout

Europe, peasant and prominent alike and, because of it, intrigue was generated, and even

heads rolled, literally!  Rome and London tangled in a great power struggle. Henry broke

with the Roman Catholic Church and established the Church of England, making himself

the head of it.  He married Anne Boleyn, and then that marriage went south, she lost her

mind, because she was beheaded.  One year turned into another and Henry went "The Way

of All Flesh"; and suddenly the King's "great matter" didn't matter at all, and overnight no

one really gave a rip! 
 

Too often things that seem to be incredibly important, are in fact, not that important; but

such matters can use up our life and cause us to get misspent.  What really matters in life is

our relationship to God.  The point is, your great matter may not be a great matter at all.  If

it matters to God let it matter to you, and in that way you won’t get misspent. 
 

You might think about that.  Amen.
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Ms. Robin Hance of 3 Rivers School conspires with compatriots
Greg Ballman, Mike Gunn, Jack Bredenfoerder & Dan Schmitz

Recently, we have begun to "reboot" our Youth Education

Campaigns for the coming season.  Compatriot Bonniwell has begun

the process of contacting School Teachers, Leaders, Principals,

Parents and School Boards.  This action is an ongoing effort to reach

our younger citizens with a clear understanding of our Colonial

Period history and the founding of our Republic.
 

This is a daunting task during a normal year—it is not made any

easier in the face of an ongoing concern driven by the COVID-19

Pandemic!
 

So Far... Robin Hance, winner of our American History Teacher

Award  this past year, at 3 Rivers School in Harrison has confirmed

SAR Day for 3 December, 2020.

Youth & Adult Education
Committee 

Bob Bowers, Chairman
Youth & Adult Education

Committee 
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It was truly a disappointment for all of us in the chapter as well as

the students that had chosen to compete in our Americanism

Contests, that we had to cancel our Youth Awards Gala at the

Cincinnati Woman's Club this past year.  We are sincerely grateful

for the work of our Contst Committee chairmen and most certainly

to the Students and parents that worked so diligently to support the

competition.

Kicking off a new Year of presenting
our American Heritage 



Cincinnati Chapter
History

Gary Duffield, Historian,
Cincinnati Chapter SAR
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The month of June during our
Revolution

June 18



Mike & Carol
Lit Candles in
Remembrance

My dad William T. Blum (USA)
My Grandfather William H. Blum (USA WWII)
His Brother, August J. Blum (USA WWII),
My Grand Uncle George M. Armstrong (USA KIA
WWII)

Mike Blum
 ...spent several hours over the Memorial Day weekend
visiting some of our local cemeteries and the graves of
many of his ancestors, main-taining the area around their
markers as necessary,   cleaning off mud, trimming over-
grown grass, etc.
These included:

My 2nd Great Grandfather William W.
Armstrong, (Civil War, Company E., 39th
Ohio Infantry
The SAR Memorial markers for my
Revolutionary War patriots John Roll Jr.
and his son, Abraham Roll

And many other slightly more distant
ancestors many of whom also served.

Veteran's
SitRep
w/ Cpl Holland

Chairman Veteran's Committee

Bob & Shirley Raised a
Toast to our Fallen

Honored his Dad
on Facebook We Remembered Friends Lost in Faraway Lands

Ralph Sherman Bonniwell

How did you and your family spend Memorial Day?

Played TAPS at 10 PM for the Neighbors

George found a photo... 
                  and remembered
Just before Memorial Day I found a photo of my father in
his U.S. Army uniform from World War II. My wife
asked me where the photos of her father who served in
Korean War was? I had no idea. He passed away in 2016
and we had a lot of his personal belongings in a trunk in
the basement.
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Pvt. Sam Robertson
I Co.,

57th VA Infantry
CSA

PFC Tom Spradlin
H Co.,

318th U.S.Infantry
80th Division

AEF

Pvt. Turner Wilkerson 
4th Marines (Provisional)

6th Division
Marine Detachment

USS Duluth
USMC

1861 1917 1918 1943

George found a photo...  and remembered (cont'd)
About mid morning we both went down to the basement, dug out the trunk and started to go through his things. We

found two boxes of old family photos. We spent the rest of the morning going through photos and finally came across

some of his military base photos he took while stationed in the Panama Canal Zone. Finally we found his official

military personnel photo. My wife could never remember seeing it before. 
 

The photo quickly found itself into a frame in our living room.                                    
 

Later in the afternoon the grandkids came over for a cookout and we made sure they saw the photos of their great

grandparents in their military uniforms. After looking at my father’s photo, I think my grandson will be my father’s

twin.
 

Later in the evening I went to the Brookside Cemetery in West Chester to visit the grave of John Beckett, a

Revolutionary Veteran, which I do every year. I always replace the American flag at his grave. To my surprise someone

else had beat me to the task. He had two new flags placed by his grave. 

Lee Counted the
Generations of

service

Pvt. Turner Wilkerson
K Co.,

109th U.S. Infantry
28th Division

AEF

 Don remembering
his mentor—his Dad

1955 1980

1955

SGT Turner 'Lee' Wilkerson
B Co.,3rd Bn.,

503rd U.S. Infantry (Airborne)
173rd Airborne Brigade (SEP)

USA

1970

2nd LT Don C. McGraw, Jr.
Field Artillery
2nd Division

USA

MAJ Don C. McGraw, Sr.
35th U.S. Infantry

25 Infantry Division
USA

1LT James Russell Halls
8th Division

USA
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Commander Brad Jarard
Nolan Carson Memorial

Color Guard
Cincinnati Chapter SAR

Nolan Carson
memorial

Color Guard
Committee
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Gary Duffield
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George Stewart
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Jack Bredenfoerder

Jeff Hartman

Mark Holland

Sam Mallicote

This July 4th at 2pm, in Kenwood OH, the Cincinnati
Chapter will be conducting a combined historical
presentation and grave marking ceremony.   We’ll be
featuring 4 patriot ancestors whose VA markers were
improperly placed in Clermont County.   The cemetery
is directly south of the Jehovah Witness facility located
on Kenwood Rd (1/2 mile north of the Kenwood Towne
Center).  The afternoon will kick-off with a history and
weapons presentation. Due to social distancing
measures, the close order drill will alter slightly to keep
space between unit members.
 

Along with the newly moved VA markers, our grave
marking ceremony will feature something new this
time. 
Instead of just reading patriot biographies from the
podium, we’ll have 18th century dressed
interpreters(unit family members) located at each
patriot tombstone.  They will be providing bio-graphies
to the roving audience. 
 
Organizers think this will be a great way to engage
more chapter members and families as well as provide a
unique experience for the public, as opposed to just
podium managed events.
 

If you have not been to one of these events then this is a
great opportunity to learn more…

maybe you’ll want to join
the men!
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The Cincinnati Chapter SAR strives to make every event self-sustaining!  However, carrying out the History,

Education and Patriotic Objectives that are set before us occasionally need additional resources to be most successful! 

 Your participation, by way of monetary gifts and donations are most welcome and tax exempt.  Gifts shall be

graciously received and should be made payable to:  Treasurer Cincinnati Chapter SAR

and addressed to:  Compatriot Michael J. Blum, 2999 Acer Court, Hamilton, Ohio  45013
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Event Calendar

For more information on these events, please visit:  CincinnatiSAR.org and click the EVENTS tab.

Speakers Wanted!
Seeking your assistance and hopefully possible input for our yearly luncheons.

If you have heard or know of a speaker who you think the membership (and guests) would be
interested in hearing at one of our luncheons next year, please contact George Stewart at

georgehstewartjr@gmail.com
Your serious interest and potential response to this matter will be greatly appreciated!

June is
Partially

Cancelled but
July is

hopeful!

Saturday, 6 June at 2:30 PM—Quality Inn Blue Ash

Board of Management Meeting & New Member Induction

Saturday, July 4 at 2:00 PM—Sycamore Township Memorial

Cemetery Grave Ceremony

Saturday, July 4 at 8:00 — Township Flag Ceremony

Friday, 24 July at 6:00 PM—OHSSAR BOM Meeting

Saturday, July 25 at 9:00 — Ft. Laurens Memorial and

Awards Ceremony
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Before the ink was dry on the U.S.

Constitution, the establishment of a

permanent military became the most

divisive issue facing the new government.

The founders―particularly Jefferson,

Madison, and Adams―debated fiercely.

Would a standing army be the thin end of

dictatorship? Would a navy protect from

pirates or drain the treasury and provoke

hostility? Britain alone had hundreds of

powerful warships.From the decision to

build six heavy frigates, through the cliff-

hanger campaign against Tripoli, to the

war that shook the world in 1812, Ian W.

Toll tells this grand tale with the political

insight of  Founding Brothers  and the

narrative flair of Patrick O'Brian.


