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Memo from the President 

5 July 2020 

Fellow Compatriots... 

The Executive Committee met on Friday 3 July 2020, to review our position on conducting the annual Fort 

Laurens Events during this time of renewed concerns over the impact of the COVID-19 Pandemic.  The 

current situation presents a very real and present danger for many vulnerable citizens in the State of Ohio 

as well as our Society. 

During the meeting we discussed a number of alternatives to our original Friday/Saturday gathering to 

include a shortened, one-day version of ceremonies consisting of:

• The Ohio History Marker Dedication 

• Memorial at the Tomb of the Unknown 

Patriots 

• Al Fresco Luncheon under a tent at the 

Battlefield 

• Annual Awards Ceremony 

• The traditional ExComm and BOM 

might have been held prior to the week-

end via Zoom Time. 

The overall consensus of the committee was that we could not comply with the spirit of the directives 

coming from Governor DeWine’s Office by sponsoring a gathering of our membership and guests.  Also, 

given the fact that this event would take place in the public eye during this season of contagion, we deter-

mined that we would not be setting the kind example in leadership and citizenship that we expect of our 

organization.  A motion to cancel the event was received and seconded—the vote to cancel was unanimous! 

The Vice President will be contacting vendors presently under contract for the event to arrange cancellation. 

Checks that have been received by the Treasurer will either be returned or refunded by OHSSAR Check. 

We ask that those of you that have made a reservation with the Sleep-Inn, contact them directly to cancel 

your reservation. 

The President will advance letters to special guests cancelling the event with this explanation today. 

Former President Steve Hinson will be developing a plan in the coming week to recognize the recipients of 

awards and decorations during his term of office. 

Please direct any concerns or questions you may have to either Jack Bredenfoerder or the undersigned. 

Very Respectfully, 

 

 

Lee Wilkerson 

President—Ohio Society SAR 


