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My personal experience has now born out our concerns regarding complications for attendance

at living history presentations, pursuant to current fears of the Coronavirus. When I arrived at the

Otterbein Senior Facility in Lebanon, OH on Tuesday, March 10th just before Noon I was met with

the request to fill out the Coronavirus Form before entry into the building. I did notice the hallways

were not so populated as when we were there for Lt. Hall’s 100th B-day just a week ago, but little

was I to know how that would affect my 1 PM Program.

 

After setting up the three tables of 18th Century Artifacts, Uniforms, an array of flags, weapons etc.

the room was prepared for 40 attendants. However, after being introduced by Jill Vetere a staff

events coordinator there we had only 8 persons who attended the presentation (3 others stepped in

for a short period of time).

 

At 2:20 PM when I had completed the program, Jill had returned and apologized for the

sparse attendance and attributed the C-Virus. We are sorry for the sparse attendance, but are pleased

those who did come asked good questions and were appreciative of the event. 

 

Welcome to the world of instant communications and God Bless America!
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Pictured here are a few of the attendants at the Otterbein presentation.
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Earlier this month, on March 10th, four members of the Ohio Society

were privileged to address the Ohio Board of Education during their

monthly meeting in Columbus Ohio.  Pursuant to meeting protocol, the

Board President Ms. Laura Kohl invited us to introduce ourselves and

present our petition.  Representing the Ohio Society—Vice President Lee

Wilkerson, Chaplain Ed Bonniwell of the Cincinnati Chapter and

Hocking Valley Chapter President Matt Hardman and Color Guard

Commander Bob Hill.

 

Our purpose for the visit was to petition the Board for their endorsement

of the Ohio Society and its subordinate chapter’s Youth Education

Programs.  We presented a compelling case for their consideration and

during the subsequent hour long Question and Answer period had the

opportunity to engage the board in an informative discussion of our

Society’s goals and growing success in the classroom presenting the story of America during its Colonial and

Revolutionary War days as well as the exciting post-war period during the formation of this Nation.

 

The questions from the floor ranged from our personal lineage to the role of African Americans in the

Revolution, from the Declaration of Independence to the Bill of Rights and from the origin of our uniforms

to the activities in which we typically engage in the classroom. All-in-all a comprehensive introduction of the

Sons of the American Revolution to the members of the Board.

 

We received encouragement from a number of board members during the Q&A period, in the hallway after

the meeting and via several phone calls since the meeting.  We came away from the meeting with a number

of action items that we are in the process of researching in response to several of the board member’s

questions and are looking forward to meeting with the board on a future occasion in the hope of gaining their

favorable decision on our petition for endorsement.

 

Looking forward, the promotion of youth education campaigns will be a focus oin the coming year within the

Ohio Society SAR.  We have a good deal success to build on from the activities of some of our chapters that

have made Youth Education a cornerstone of their community patriotic outreach initiatives.

 

In Patriotism

Lee Wilkerson

President - Cincinnati Chapter SAR

leewilkerson503@gmail.com 

President's Message

Lee Wilkerson - President
Cincinnati Chapter SAR
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Cincinnati Chapter's Youth Education
Committee Meets The Ohio Board of

Education



April 12

On April 12, 1776, North

Carolina's Provincial Con-

gress authorized its delegates

to the Second Continental

Congress to vote for inde-

pendence. The first formal

call for American sov-

ereignty, the "Halifax Re-

solves," not only guided

North Carolina represent-

atives, but also encouraged

the Continental Congress to

champion independence.

 

Cincinnati Chapter
History

Gary Duffield, Historian,
Cincinnati Chapter SAR
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This Month During the
Revolution

April 19 

On April 19, 1775, British and

American soldiers exchanged fire

in the Massachusetts towns of

Lexington and Concord.

April 13   

Thomas Jefferson was born

on April 13, 1743, at

Shadwell in Albemarle

County, Virginia.

April 15

The Continental Congress

ratified preliminary articles

of peace ending the Revol-

utionary War with Great

Britain on April 15, 1783.



From the Quill of

Dr. R. Edgar Bonniwell

Chaplain Cincinnati Chapter & Ohio Society SAR
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Chaplain’s Corner

Paul has told us ... “Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction that ...

through the encouragement of the scriptures, we might have hope.”   (Romans 15:4) God’s Word

has been given to us so that in times like these we might experience encouragement from God.  We

are going to focus on the minor prophet Habakkuk, but first consider two side-road insights.

Side Road #1 

     The Psalmist says ..."As for me, I am poor and needy, but the Lord takes thought for me."

(Psalm 40:17) Here is a promise that we can sink our teeth into.  Right now, the Lord Jesus Christ

has you on His heart; all that concerns your life is on the heart of Christ!  This is not some "happy

thought" but utterly true. 

Side Road #2 

     Here our thoughts are lifted from the book of Jeremiah Chapter 12.  God’s prophet was in a hard

place.  The people were rejecting his message and there was a conspiracy against his life from the

men of his own home town.  It was all too much for Jeremiah, thus he began to fold emotionally. 

Yet God did not give him a ‘diaper and burp job’.   Indeed, the Lord brought His prophet up short:

“If you have raced with men on foot and they have worn you out, how can you compete with

horses?   If you stumble in safe country, how will you manage in the thickets by the Jordan?” 

(Jeremiah 12:5 NIV)  In other words, God was saying, ‘Jeremiah you’re going to have to get

tougher.   Worse times are ahead for you’.   God wasn’t sugar coating what was out in front of

Jeremiah.  Apparently, the prophet had forgotten God’s earlier promises to him; “They will fight

you, but they will fail.”  (Jeremiah 1:19)  Moreover, God had given Jeremiah the inner strength of a

fortified city.  (Jeremiah 1:18) In other words, Jeremiah was challenged, as Paul tells us in the New

Testament, to “endure hardness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ”.   It’s not that we find strength

within ourselves, but we look to the Lord for His strength, which is perfected in our weakness. 

This insidious C-virus scourge is indeed threatening, and our lives are being changed by it;

hardships are beginning to befall us, and it may get worse!  However, God knows how to give us

grace sufficient for the facing of all things, not just some things, or what we might call spiritual

things, but all things, including the strength to bear up as we walk through this challenging time. 

Now to The Main Point...

     Consider the prophet Habakkuk.  In chapter 1 this devoted prophet dared to ask God a very big

question.  Do you know that’s all right?  However God’s answers to some of our questions, can at

times seem like a non- answer! Habakkuk the Prophet asked why the Lord would punish Judah

with a nation more wicked than they were, namely the Babylonians. (Also, there was a righteous

remnant of believers in the Southern Kingdom.)  The answer from God; “... the righteous shall live

by faith.” (Habakkuk 2:4) In other words, ‘Trust me through it!’  Thus, the prophet climbed up in

his watchtower and purposed to do just that! 

     And that is a word to us!   The circumstance is different admittedly, but the extremity is the

same!   We trust the Lord right now like Habakkuk, as we live through these uncertain times! 

Moment by moment we are to walk daily with our faith in Christ; proceeding with caution, but

proceeding nevertheless! 

You think about that!  Amen.

ENCOURAGEMENT THROUGH THE
SCRIPTURES

       It is an uncertain time, but real help is to be found in the Bible.  St. 



Commander Brad Jarard

Nolan Carson Memorial

Color Guard

Cincinnati Chapter SAR Commander’s Corner:
 

Our unit follows the drill and ceremony that was present during the revolution and was furthered by

Baron von Steuben.  This applies to uniforms, weaponry and our displays of respect…aka…Salutes!

 

When not armed and you would like to render a salute, such as a wreath laying follow the

below guidelines:

      Wearing a cocked/round hat ....

            Tip the cap from your head, slight bowing of the head, then return the cap.

      Wearing a helmet – Palm facing outward salute to the brim of your helmet with your right hand.

      No modern salutes with the palm facing downward.  This is a later 19th century custom.

 

When armed with a Musket/rifle/sword/polearm 

     Come to the position of Present Arms

 

When formed as a unit the Commander has two options

     Option #1 - Bring the unit to attention and just the commander performs a salute based on their                  

weapon/or headgear.

     Option #2 - Bring the unit to attention and all preform a present arms with their weapons (non-

weapon holders perform salute based-on headgear or flag)

 

Huzzah! 
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Historical and Ceremonial
events conducted in March:

 

The unit performed color guard duties at compatriot Phillip

Hall’s 100th birthday celebration.   In attendance was Greg

Ballman, Bob Bower, Jack Bredenfoerder, Gary Duffield,

Jerry Knight, Dan Schmitz, Bob Hill and Lee Wilkerson.

 

Mike Gunn did a historical presentation of uniforms,

weapons and artifacts to residents of Otterbein Senior

Center.



 

It has been a very challenging month to be sure. It is always

disappointing when you have to postpone and cancel events that

we have looked forward to and worked so hard on. We were in

contact with the Cincinnati Women’s Club early on about our

Youth Awards Banquet Gala. After going back and forth for a

few days they made the decision to shut down their facilities till

July. 

 

The Honor Fight scheduled in April was also canceled. Next we

had to postpone our Patriots Day - Living History Event. Both

CAR Chapters have been made aware of our cancellations. They

also have been in contact with me with their event cancellations.

But not all is lost as we look to the future...

 

With the help of Compatriot Zach Hanies we have made

arrangements to have our Veterans Day Luncheon at the

Kenwood Country Club in November. 

 

I would like to remind everyone of our Flag Day Luncheon at

the Golden Lamb Restaurant in Lebanon, Ohio in June. After the

luncheon we are going to have additional fellowship at their

Black Horse Tavern. 

 

Our Constitution Day Luncheon will be at the new Glenview

Banquet Center in September. And lets not forget the summer

picnic at the “White House.” After this crisis passes I am sure

everyone will be eager to get back into the swing of things, make

up for lost time and visit these new venues. 

DAR/CAR Liaison Communique
and

Second Vice President's
Program Update 

George Stewart, 2nd Vice President

Programs & History Teacher Contest

Committee Chairman

Cincinnati Chapter SAR
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Kenwood Country ClubGlenview Banquet Center



The Cincinnati Chapter SAR strives to make every event self-sustaining!  However, carrying out the History,

Education and Patriotic Objectives that are set before us occasionally need additional resources to be most successful! 

 Your participation, by way of monetary gifts and donations are most welcome and tax exempt.  Gifts shall be

graciously received and should be made payable to:  Treasurer Cincinnati Chapter SAR

and addressed to:  Compatriot Michael J. Blum, 2999 Acer Court, Hamilton, Ohio  45013
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Known to history as “Dunmore’s War,” the 1774 campaign against

a Shawnee-led Indian confederacy in the Ohio Country marked the

final time an American colonial militia took to the field in His

Majesty’s service and under royal command. Led by John Murray,

the fourth Earl of Dunmore and royal governor of Virginia, a force

of colonials including George Rogers Clark, Daniel Morgan,

Michael Cresap, Adam Stephen, and Andrew Lewis successfully

enforced the western border established by treaties in parts of

present-day West Virginia and Kentucky. The campaign is often

neglected in histories, despite its major influence on the conduct of

the Revolutionary War that followed. In Dunmore’s War: The Last

Conflict of America’s Colonial Era, award-winning historian Glenn

F. Williams describes the course and importance of this campaign.

Supported by extensive primary source research, the author

corrects much of the folklore concerning the war and frontier

fighting in general, demonstrating that the Americans did not adopt

Indian tactics for wilderness fighting as is often supposed, but

rather used British methods developed for fighting irregulars in the

woods of Europe, while incorporating certain techniques learned

from the Indians and experience gained from earlier colonial

wars.            

Event Calendar

 

For more information on these events, please visit:  CincinnatiSAR.org and click the EVENTS tab.

Speakers Wanted!

Seeking your assistance and hopefully possible input for our yearly luncheons.

If you have heard or know of a speaker who you think the membership (and guests) would be

interested in hearing at one of our luncheons next year, please contact George Stewart at

georgehstewartjr@gmail.com

Your serious interest and potential response to this matter will be greatly appreciated!

Bo
ok
s

April is
Cancelled !

Presently, all events originally slated for the month of April have been cancelled or

postponed due to the ongoing COVID -19 Health Crisis.

We will update the calendar for the month of May as the health situation changes.

Until then, BE SOCIAL AT A DISTANCE

As an immediate result of Dunmore’s War, the frontier remained quiet for two years, giving the colonies the

critical time to debate and declare independence before Britain convinced its Indian allies to resume attacks

on American settlements. Ironically, at the same time Virginia militiamen were fighting under command of a

king’s officer, the colony was becoming one of the leaders in the move toward American independence.

Although he was hailed as a hero at the end of the war, Lord Dunmore’s attempt to maintain royal authority

put him in direct opposition to many of the subordinates who followed him on the frontier, and in 1776 he

was driven from Virginia and returned to England.


