
On September 19th the historical presentation wing of the Nolan Carson Color Guard performed at the Liberty

Township Heritage Festival.  This was a fantastic event and may have been the best event of a year without

many opportunities such as this.  Located in Dudley Woods community park, the SAR had a early 19th

century log cabin as a backdrop for our presentation.  The unit performed drill and firing demonstrations for

the crowd, including a bayonet charge.  
 

Highlights included the families of unit members Mark Holland and Jeff Hartman.  Each family set up a

period tent and camp display and entertained the crowd with lectures of camp life of the era.  We even had a

visit from the 68th Regiment of Foot’s drummer, Bart Hendershot, who talked about the life of a drummer

during the war.  Compatriots Ed Bonniwell and Dan Schmitz each presented special topics to the attendees.

Although there were many scheduled events, for the most part it was answering varied questions about the

Revolutionary War.  The Cincinnati SAR looks forward to more events like this in the future.
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CCSAR Nolan Carson Memorial Color Gaurd:  from left to right:  Guest Drummer, Bart Hendershot, Bob
Bowers, Chuck Rogers, Clay Crandall, George Stewart, Mike Blum, Brad Jarad, and Dan Schmitz.  

 Photo by Gary Duffield



President's MessagePresident's Message

Lee Wilkerson - President
Cincinnati Chapter SAR

Ohio Society SAR

Compatriots...

As we enter the 4th quarter of my second year as your President, I would like to

highlight a few things to look forward to!

We are gradually emerging from a long hiatus due to the COVID-19 Pandemic.

Our October Meeting will be held outside at the Syrian Shrine once again.  I urge

you to check the temperature forecast for the day and dress accordingly—it may be

chilly as the sun goes down.  Once again feel free to come early and enjoy

fellowship over your carry out dinners.

During this BOM, we will be discussing the rationale for the AD Hoc Committee

that was formed under Vice President Ballman’s leadership this past summer to

reform the Ertel Committee into a more flexible Financial Investment Committee.

Resolution 20-05 will be reviewed in detail with limited discussion and Q&A on

the findings and recommendations of the Ad Hoc Committee.  A final vote to

accept the Committee’s Recommendation is slated for our November BOM &

General Membership meeting.

 Patriot Grave marking on Sunday, 1 November in Liberty Township.

 Our Annual Veteran’s Day Luncheon will be held at the Kenwood Country Club on Saturday, 7 

 November. (details to follow)

 Color Guard Participation at the Mohawk Memorial w/American Legion Post 630 on Wednesday, 11 

 November.

The West Virginia Society is planning a ceremony in remembrance of  Battle Days at Point Pleasant to be held

on 10 October 2020 at 10:00 am.  It will be a combined live/virtual event. Battle Days Memorial Service;

Date: October 10, 2020; Time: 10am; Where: Tu-Endie-Wei Park, Point Pleasant, WV. Please email your

participation choice to: ed_cromley@hotmail.com.  A previous announcement indicated a different ar-

rangement, but since the original notice we found it can be all done on the actual anniversary of the battle.

Remember also, that we are into a new school year and Youth Education continues to be a primary focus for

our Chapter.  I strongly encourage your participation in committee meetings led by your Chairman Bob

Bowers to achieve success against the odds arrayed against us as we seek to enrich the lives of our youngest

citizens with the knowledge of their collective heritage in these United States!

We will also be holding a number of events in November including two events in Remembrance of Veteran’s

Day this year:

1.

2.

3.

December will be another great month as we close out the year with our annual Holiday and Awards Gala at

The University Club on Saturday, 5 December.

Lastly, rumor has it that the Ohio Society President is planning a fairly extravagant event for the 132nd

Annual Meeting and Awards Gala of the Ohio Society for May 2021—he will be seeking your help in pulling

all of the details—be  prepared to join in the activity!

In Patriotism
President - Cincinnati Chapter SAR

leewilkerson503@gmail.com 
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The first mention of marking graves of soldiers of the Revolutionary War Buried in Hamilton County Ohio by

the Cincinnati Chapter of the American Revolution was in 1905 with a statement that the Chapter was “quite

active”. However, no other statement remains in the archives with a description of what kind of marking

occurred. The next comment from the archives is in 1986 when “Charles Edwards was appointed Chairman of

the Revolutionary War Graves Committee, which had been inactive since the 1900’s”. 

Charles led actions that resulted in saving a Pioneer Cemetery on the Champion Paper Company site in Butler

County, brought to the attention of Cincinnati SAR members the Revolutionary War Patriots plaque in

Memorial Hall erected in 1908, placed VA markers at the site of unmarked Graves in Congress Green

Cemetery, in North Bend, OH and four others at Rose Hill Cemetery in Anderson Township. After placing 3

SAR granite markers in Butler County in 2009 the momentum waned.

In early 2013 the Revolutionary War Sites and Patriot Graves Committee was reactivated. Research identified

a significant number of Patriots were to have been reinterred from the three cemeteries located at what is now

Washington Park in downtown Cincinnati. Their destination in the 1870’s suggested to be in Wesleyan or

Spring Grove Cemetery. We learned that Spring Grove Cemetery had a Revolutionary War Memorial placed

by DAR during the Bicentennial in 1976 where 34 Patriots were named on a bronze plaque attached to a large

boulder adjacent to the Woodlands Sections in the Cemetery (where no burials are placed). In 2014 we added

two additional Plaques one on each side of the original were placed; on the left side Patriots buried at the

cemetery unknown to DAR and likely reinterred from the three Washington Park cemeteries; on the right side

Patriots “in Memoriam” as there is no proof of their burial at Spring Grove. However, the remains of 125

people from the Washington Park cemeteries dug up during the building of a parking garage there and placed

into two grave sites at SG justifying their placement. 150 people attended the ceremony, held with fife &

drum and a bagpiper and much pomp and circumstance which kicked off the very successful program we have

today.

Since, we have held Grave markings at several sites honoring more than a dozen patriots each: Wesleyan

Cemetery, Williamsburg Cemetery, Lebanon Pioneer Cemetery and Old St Mary’s in Springdale, OH. Plus

several others with one to six Patriots honored: Day Cemetery in Franklin Furnace, OH; Joel Green in the

undercroft at St Francis Seraph Church, Cincinnati; Woodmansee Farm Cemetery in Butler County; 

Wilkerson Hollow, TN; Olive Branch Cemetery & Dunlap Cemetery, Colerain Twp, OH; Baker Cemetery,

Zoar, OH; Padgett's Creek Baptist Church Cemetery, SC;  Middletown Pioneer Cemetery; and Sycamore

Twp., Memorial Cemetery.  

We have also held Ceremonies to honor Patriots Graves at National SAR Sites:

Yorktown, Monmouth, Princeton, Guilford Courthouse and Kings Mountain.

Finally, we have planning ceremonies which will have the added component of a Living History Preface: at

Otterbein Cemetery, Lebanon; Hopewell Cemetery, Montgomery, OH; Miami Chapel Cemetery, Fairfield,

OH. These are more challenging to perform with the Social Distancing required by the recent Pandemic, but

we’ve worked out the process with a couple of test events that went well. All due to the hard work and

dedication of the Patriot Graves Committee, the Nolan Carson Color Guard Members  and the other active

members of our Cincinnati Chapter SAR.
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Cincinnati SAR GraveCincinnati SAR Grave
MarkingMarking

Activity & SummaryActivity & Summary
withwith

Dr. Michael B. GunnDr. Michael B. Gunn
Chairman, Revolutionary War Sites &Chairman, Revolutionary War Sites &  

Patriot Grave CommitteePatriot Grave Committee
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Education
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Ed Bonniwell

Lee Wilkerson

Jack Bredenfoerder

Mike Gunn

Dan Schmitz

Gregg Ballman

Bob Bowers

Jeff Hartman

Mark Holland

Zac Haines

Gary Duffield

Gordon Stokely

Scott Freeman

Chuck Rogers

Sam Malicote

Jeff Sevier

Bob Bowers, Chairman
Youth & Adult Education

Committee
&

250th Anniversary
Committee 
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To date the Royal Mount Academy, Miami Valley Christian Academy and Three Rivers School have

extended invitations for us to come into their schools for presentations.  

Royal Mount is tentatively late October, Miami Valley is 13 November and Three Rivers is 3 or 4

December.  None have indicated what topics they wish to have presented.

St. Gertrude School and Oak Hills Middle School are likely going to extend invitations, however have

yet to do so.  Schools we have approached but have not received responses from include Cincinnati Hills

Christian Academy, Anderson Schools, and Hamilton Schools.  The Mason School District and schools

in Colerain, Batavia and Lebanon will be approached this year.

We were approached at the Liberty Township Heritage Days festival on 19 Sept to make presentations as

part of a banquet/dinner at the Masonic Temple in downtown Cincinnati.

We have recruited 3 Compatriots to the committee as presenters.  They ae putting together presentations

as this is written.  As previously mentioned, new recruits will allow us to expand the program and limit

team burnout when the restrictions of Covid-19 are fully lifted.  We expect this to be a busy year if those

restrictions are lifted.

The leadership team will again visit Columbus to meet with the Ohio State Board of Education seeking

an endorsement of the Youth Education Program.  All team presenters must, I repeat must, submit a

bibliography of source materials used for their presentations by 3 October.  This information was

specifically requested at the first meeting with the Board.

Youth & Adult EducationYouth & Adult Education
CommitteeCommittee  

We Need To Get Back Into The Classroom !
Our Youngest Generation Needs To Know

Our National Story
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From the Quill of
Dr. R. Edgar Bonniwell

Chaplain Cincinnati Chapter & Ohio Society SAR
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THE BLACK ROBED WARRIORS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION
II Chronicles 20:13-22

In the American Revolution, the clergymen in the 13 Colonies became so
influential to the American cause that the British began to refer to them as The
Black Regiment, because they wore black robes. We will consider in this
devotional article, the role of those clergy and their contributions to the American
Revolution.  In II Chronicles chapter 20, we see how God used a Levitical Priest
in a prophetic way.

When 5 enemy nations suddenly, without warning, descended upon the Southern Kingdom of Judah. King
Jehoshaphat called for a
solemn Assembly and confessed.  “For we are powerless against this great horde that is coming
against us.  For we do not know what to do, but our eyes are fixed upon you.”   The Spirit of God came upon a
preacher, a Levite by the name of Jahaziel He said, “Tomorrow you will go out against this horde and the Lord
will be with you and great will be the slaughter.” And that is what happened!  The morale of the nation, the re-
newal of the people’s faith, the confidence to go forward in light of overwhelming odds, was the product of a
preacher who knew God.  In the American Revolution, there were many such preachers.                                        

I.       Consider Pastor Muhlenberg
Toward the end of 1775 a minister by the name of Peter Muhlenberg, preached a great sermon; at the end of
his message, he took off his black robe, and underneath was the uniform of a continental officer.  He then
reached down on the floor back of his pulpit, picked up his rifle and encouraged his men to follow him as he
walked from his pulpit.  Three hundred men got up and marched off with him to battle. 

II.     Consider Thomas Allen
He was at the surrender of Ft. Ticonderoga.  Right before that battle, he gave a stirring sermon, “The enemy is
before us, they are haters of the good, and lovers of evil, they have come to lay waste and to destroy, but we,
the armies of the Lord, will destroy this antichrist.  They are but mercenaries hired to do the work of death, but
we espouse freedom, and have every reason to be valiant men.  Christ our Lord does not champion armies of
oppression, but will be the dread warrior of the armies of righteousness.”  The General of the Fort, however,
General St. Clair, gave up only after a few shots were fired.  Reverend Thomas Allen was so disgusted that he
resigned his commission and came home.  By the way, John Adams, second President of the United States,
wrote on that occasion, and of that event, “I think we shall never be able to defend a post until we shoot a Gen-
eral.”  The British were rallied by the victory, and planned a raid on Bennington with 1200 troops. The Rev.
Thomas Allen gathered 2000 militiamen, not a Continental soldier among them and when the battle ended, the
Americans had killed and captured over 1000 British regulars.

III.  Now consider David Avery
On Christmas night 1776, Rev. Avery crossed the Delaware River and marched with Washington’s army to
attack the Hessians at Trenton.  He fought bravely and contributed to the victory at Trenton.  He was with the
army that captured the army of General Burgoyne at the Battle of Saratoga in the fall of 1777.  He was with
Washington’s army at Valley Forge, provided great encouragement and boosted the morale of the men who
were hungry and cold.  In October of 1780 he was active in trying to capture Benedict Arnold.  Most frequent-
ly he was by the side of George Washington, because Washington understood that the Rev. David Avery
would never waffle, and that he could be trusted.  It was said that Pastor Avery, “Was everything Washington
wanted in a Chaplain. At Yorktown he held his fellow soldiers in his arms as brave men wept with thanks-
giving that God had ended the war.

Closing
 “... And the Spirit of the Lord came upon the spirit of Jahaziel, a Levite, in the midst of the assembly, and
as he preached the nation rallied; America again has a Black Robed Regiment, dressed up in the wisdom of
God, giving vent to the voice of God for the maintenance of this great Republic. I am proud to say, “I too wear
such a “Black Robe!”                                        Here ends the lesson.



The British strategy was a three-pronged approach meant to cut off New England from the Southern colonies.

Burgoyne would march his army (that consisted of British soldiers, Hessian soldiers, and Native American

scouts) south from Canada. He would then rendezvous with two additional British armies led by Barry St.

Leger and Sir William Howe. Those armies never showed up.

Barry St. Leger’s army was turned back by forces led by Benedict Arnold; while William Howe decided to use

his army to attack the Patriot capital of Philadelphia. That left Burgoyne’s troops alone to contend with the

Continental Army. Emboldened by his success at capturing Fort Ticonderoga, Burgoyne continued down the

Hudson River Valley.

As Burgoyne’s troops approached the John Freeman farm in upstate New York, the Northern Department of

the Continental Army led by Gen. Horatio Gates, along with Benedict Arnold, were waiting (just two years

later Benedict Arnold would enter secret negotiations with the British).

On September 19th, the two armies engaged at Freeman’s farm. Fierce fighting led to casualties on both sides,

though British casualties numbered twice that of the Continental Army. Still, the British held their ground.

Burgoyne pulled back to regroup. He was running low on supplies and was still waiting for troop reinforce-

ments that never arrived. In the meantime, the Continental Army came in from behind and cut off the British

supply lines. On October 7th, a second battle known as the Second Battle of Freeman’s farm or the Battle of

Bemis Heights was fought.

British and Continental armies engaged in heavy fighting. Colonists were strengthened by a fresh brigade led

by Brig. Gen. Benedict Arnold. The Continental Army surrounded overwhelmed British troops who later

negotiated a surrender under the Convention of Saratoga. The Convention required British troops to lay down

their weapons and return to Great Britain with the condition they not serve in North America during the rest of

the war.

The Battles of Saratoga were the impetus for the French to enter the war. France recognized America’s cause

and provided financial and military assistance.

Cincinnati ChapterCincinnati Chapter
HistoryHistory

The Battles of SaratogaThe Battles of Saratoga
September 19, 1777 & October 7, 1777September 19, 1777 & October 7, 1777

The Battles of Saratoga were two battles, fought 18 days apart in 1777, and are
considered a turning point in the Revolutionary War. When they were over,
British Gen. John Burgoyne and his army of nearly 6,000 surrendered.   As a
result, France recognized America’s independence and entered the war as an
American ally.

Gary Duffield, Historian,
Cincinnati Chapter SAR
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Commander Brad Jarard
Nolan Carson Memorial

Color Guard
Cincinnati Chapter SAR
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The Liberty TownshipThe Liberty Township
Heritage Day CelebrationHeritage Day Celebration

You could not have ordered up a more perfect day for The Liberty Township

Heritage Day Celebration on September 19, 2020. 

The Cincinnati Chapter Sons of’ the American Revolution was given the opportunity

to present our living history presentations throughout the day. 

Compatriots Dr. Ed Bonniwell, Bob Bowers, Chuck Rogers, Clay Crandall, Mike

Blum, George Stewart, Dan Schmitz, Gary Duffield, Brad Jarad, the Jeff Hartman

family along with the Mark Holland family all made the day come alive with history.

We were very fortunate to have Mr. Bart Hendershot as our Color Guard drummer for

the day. 

Compatriot Kenny Burck showed up early for a camp tour. Commander Jarad presented the Nolan Carson

Color Guard during his presentation followed by a rifle and musket shoot demonstration.

Later in the day Compatriots Bonniwell and Schmitz presented their educational school programs to the

audience. Meanwhile the Hartman’s and Holland’s were demonstrating what camp life was like. Miss Emmie

Blum was also there at our information table.

The event was well attended and I believe made a lasting impression on everyone there.

Nolan Carson
Memorial

Color Guard
Committee

Doug Blake
George Stewart
Gerry Knight
Greg Ballman

Jack Bredenfoerder
Jeff Hartman
Mark Holland
Sam Mallicote

Lee Wilkerson
Dan Schmitz

Chuck Rodgers
Clay Crandall
Brad Jarard

Mike Gunn
Bob Bowers

Gary Duffield
Mike Blum

Ed Bonniwell

 Photos by Gary Duffield



George Stewart
2nd Vice President

Cincinnati Chapter SAR
&

Chairman,
DAR /CAR Liaison Committee

At the Fort Hamilton CAR Chapter Zoom Meeting held on Saturday,
26 September the Cincinnati Chapter SAR presented the Fort Hamilton
Chapter CAR with a $150.00 check.  A little over a year ago, The
Cincinnati Chapter resolved to provide an annual gift to the C.A.R
Chapters in our area.  Additionally, we resolved to become more active
with the DAR in support of the C.A.R.

We discovered during their meeting that they needed senior leadership
positions filled for this year.   So, in keeping with our resolution, Mike
Blum, Treasurer of the Cincinnati Chapter and Ohio Society SAR
stepped forward to be their senior Treasurer.  Not to be outdone, and
certainly in keeping with his Americanism Youth Awards Campaign,
Dr. Bonniwell, our Cincinnati Chapter and Ohio Society Chaplain
stepped forward to be their Senior Chaplain and I stepped forward to
be their senior Vice President. The Fort Hamilton Chapter CAR is
trying to reorganize and our support is really appreciated. Our financial
support over the last two years has help stabilized this chapter and
strengthen the foundation of their campaign to keep our heritage alive
in the hearts and minds of our youngest compatiots.
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SAR / DAR / C.A.R.SAR / DAR / C.A.R.
Liaison ActivtyLiaison Activty

Senior Treasurer Mike Blum and Emmie
Blum discuss the  Fort Hamilton Chapter

during a joint CAR/SAR event.

The Holland Clan—Candidates for the CAR...?



October 7; Cincinnati Chapter BOM-Syrian Shrine; 5591 Reading Road; 5:30 to 8:00PM.

October 10; Virtual Point Pleasant Remembrance; Ceremony - Zoom presentation - TBA.

October 17; DAR Grave Marking - Maineville Cemetery - Village of Maineville, Ohio  10:00AM.

October 17; Ohio Society SAR Fall Meeting - Deer Ridge Golf Club - Bellville, Ohio.

October 19-21; Fall Leadership Meeting - Zoom Time - TBA.

November 1; Patriot Grave Marking for Joseph Cattherline - Miami Chapel Cemetery - 6210 River

Road. Liberty Twp., Butler County - 2:00PM.

On September 16, the Cincinnati Chapter conducted a Constitution Day Zoom presentation with Mr. Gabe

Neville from Fairfax, Virginia. He made a presentation on Patriot William Darke, a very interesting

character who left his imprint on Ohio. The Liberty Township Heritage Day held on September 19 was a big

success. I would say we made an impression on all those who attended.As October approaches we have a

number of events scheduled.

Speakers Wanted!
Seeking your assistance and hopefully possible input for our yearly luncheons.

If you have heard or know of a speaker who you think the membership (and guests) would be
interested in hearing at one of our luncheons next year, please contact George Stewart at

georgehstewartjr@gmail.com
Your serious interest and potential response to this matter will be greatly appreciated!

For more information on these events, please visit:  CincinnatiSAR.org and click the EVENTS tab.
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The Cincinnati Chapter SAR strives to make every event self-sustaining!  However, carrying out the History,

Education and Patriotic Objectives that are set before us occasionally need additional resources to be most successful! 

 Your participation, by way of monetary gifts and donations are most welcome and tax exempt.  Gifts shall be

graciously received and should be made payable to:  Treasurer Cincinnati Chapter SAR

and addressed to:  Compatriot Michael J. Blum, 2999 Acer Court, Hamilton, Ohio  45013

Event Calendar
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At the outbreak of the War of 1812, America's prospects looked dismal.
It was clear that the primary battlefield would be the open ocean—but
America's war fleet, only twenty ships strong, faced a practiced British
navy of more than a thousand men-of-war. 

Still, through a combination of nautical deftness and sheer bravado, the
American navy managed to take the fight to the British and turn the tide
of the war: on the Great Lakes, in the Atlantic, and even in the eastern
Pacific.  

In 1812: The Navy's War, prizewinning historian George C. Daughan
tells the thrilling story of how a handful of heroic captains and their
stalwart crews overcame spectacular odds to lead the country to victory
against the world's greatest imperial power.

A stunning contribution to military and national history, 1812: The

Navy's War is the first complete account in more than a century of how

the U.S. Navy rescued the fledgling nation and secured America's

future.

"1812", a great follow-on book choice to last
month's recommeded "Six Frigates"


