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The Northwest Local School
Board of Education recognizes

 Ms. Julie Flack
The Northwest Local School Board of Education
held their first in person school board meeting in
nine months on March 22, 2021. At that meeting
special recognition was given to Ms. Julie Flack,
the Ohio Society Sons of the American Revolution
Middle School American History Teacher Award
Winner for 2021. Pleasant Run Middle School
principal Mr. Brad Watkins introduced Ms. Flack
and Compatriot George Stewart to the school board
members.

 Compatriot Stewart presented a short presentation
on the chapter’s youth programs and the Tom and
Betty Lawrence American History Teacher
Contest. Ms. Flack was then presented with the
SAR Bronze Good Citizenship Medal and
certificate. She was also given the chapter’s cash
award. School board members congratulated Ms.
Flack and commended the Cincinnati Chapter for
our efforts in promoting American History in
school classrooms.

Ms. Julie Flack, Principal Brad Watkins and
Compartriot George Stewart.

Welcome new members, Michael Shuey and Mark Hensler
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Gregory Ballman -
President

Cincinnati Chapter SAR

I must begin by expressing my most sincere appreciation for everyone who’s picked
up my slack this past month. As many of you know, I had a hip replaced on March
2nd and have fallen a bit behind in my presidential duties. It seems that the procedure
and recovery were a bit more than I anticipated. The resulting “brain fog” has left me
with a bit of catching up to do. This might take a couple more weeks, but I’m well on
my way. Thanks again to everyone for their understanding and support! Please accept
my apologies if any of you got lost in the process. Give me a call or shoot me an
email and you’ll have my undivided attention.

On behalf of the entire Chapter, I’d like to congratulate all of our youth award
chairman, sponsors and nominees! Even under some pretty tough COVID 19
restrictions, we’ve pulled off a number of outstanding successes at the Chapter and at
the State levels. Please read on within this newsletter for specific details on each
committee’s outstanding achievements.

As vaccines continue to roll out and COVID 19 risks continue to subside, we’re anxiously looking forward to
returning to some degree of normalcy. Zoom has served us well this past year but it can’t replace the
interaction and comradery found with human contact.  We’re looking closely at the weather for our April
meeting, but anything can happen the first week of April. So an in person meeting for April remains a
possibility. This could be a short notice call, so check your email and we’ll keep you posted.

If you’ve not already done so, mark your calendar for our April 17th grave marking at the Hopewell Cemetery
in Montgomery and the OHSSAR 132nd Annual Meeting at the Cincinnati Hilton Netherland Plaza Hotel on
May 7th, 8th and 9th. We’re always looking for folks who want to get involved. Mike Gunn is coordinating
the grave marking and Lee is our contact for the OHSSAR meeting. Check your Ohio Country Bulletin Spring
Edition for more details. These will be social distancing events, but will involve some outside activities and
some of that missing human contact.

Acknowledgment is also in order for the work of our newly created Investment Committee. After months of
meetings and research, the committee has reached sufficient conclusions to put the plan into effect. Our funds
will soon be invested with an overall plan for future management. Their work is sure to simplify these
decisions and satisfying our future needs. Well done!

Discussion is still underway regarding a storage locker for many of our Chapter assets. We’re looking at
around $50.00 a month for an environmentally controlled locker to suit our needs. If any of our membership
has input, we’d love to hear from you.

Finally don’t forget about our raffle. Sales are going well but we have a lot more work to do. Tickets are
$10.00 each with a grand prize of $1000.00. Shoot me an email if you’re interested gballman@fuse.net and I’ll
get you whatever you need. And a huge thank you to those who have already responded!

Thanks so much for everyone’s involvement in making our Chapter among the most active in the Country. If
you’re looking for ways to get involved, we have many options. Just give us a call!

mailto:gballman@fuse.net


From the Quill of
Dr. R. Edgar Bonniwell

Chaplain Cincinnati Chapter & Ohio Society SAR
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Israel, like Hosea’s wife, had played the harlot. The nation was far away
from God; yet here we see the great heart of God in His militant love for
us; thus, the Lord becomes like a man with a plan. God  purposes that

FINDING HOPE IN WILDERNESS DAYS
Therefore, behold I will allure her, bringing her into the wilderness and

speaking kindly to her. ~ Hosea 2:14 NASV
 

He is going to woo, or allure Israel back to himself, like a beau in the days of courtship, God reveals
that He will take Israel out to a secluded place, speak tenderly to her and win again the nation’s
affections. It’s revealed in vs. 15 that God will succeed for Israel will sing in His arms. Then God
says, “I will betroth you to me forever, I will betroth you to me in faithfulness, and you shall know
the Lord.” 
     Here’s a new and wondrous portrait of God that ought to replace the horrible caricatures of God
that might be in your heart and mind. But note where this takes place – in the wilderness. Wilderness
days are sure to come. Wildernesses tend to be places of barrenness with intense heat, rocky craigs,
scorpions and snakes. Wildernesses can be dangerous places; and most threatening. The wilderness
is a metaphor for places of loneliness, isolation, and discontent. There are all kinds of wildernesses.
Theological, marital, career; some wildernesses are born of deep hurt and heavy losses; and sadly,
some wildernesses are the product of our own rebellion.
     If you’re in a wilderness know this, God can do His best work right there; and often does. Take
your wilderness seriously and don’t assume that God doesn’t know, care, or understand. Never try to
adjust to a wilderness. Life doesn’t work well in wilderness places. Remember our God delivers, and
is a present help in a time of trouble, and the scriptures reveal that God does great work in
wilderness places. 
     In the wilderness El Paran, Abraham received clarity about his future and experienced the power
of obedience. (Genesis 14) In the wilderness of Etham, the nation discovered that God manifesting
in the camp was to be the normative experience for Israel’s national life. (Exodus 13:20) In the
wilderness of Shur, God’s people discovered that such places are often platforms for the Lord to
demonstrate His faithfulness. Moreover, wildernesses can be places of great Revelation and divine
disclosure, as happened at the wilderness of Sinai and the giving of the 10 Commandments. In the
Wilderness of Sin God sent Mana, there Israel discovered that God is doting in His care, and
benevolent in bringing His grace and mercy to us. 

continued on page 11



Dr. Michael B. Gunn
Chairman,

Revolutionary War Sites
&

Patriot Grave Committee

Cincinnati SAR GraveCincinnati SAR Grave
MarkingMarking
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 Some Bright Spots in our
Pandemic Boredom

The influence of the 2020 -21 Pandemic has resulted in cancellation of much of
what we in the Cincinnati SAR have discovered as the most poignant activity
resulting in keeping the facts of founding these United States of America. 
Youth programs and public activities have been nearly extinct for more than a year now. However,
occasionally other activity such as historical research and expansion of an Ohio Patriot Grave Registry has
resulted in some interesting finds. Here I will share two of these.

First, is a rather large bronze plaque located on the second floor, east side of the Memorial Hall on Elm Street
in the City of Cincinnati, just a few steps south of Music Hall and ironically across the street from Washington
Park (where we discovered 31 Revolutionary War Patriots had been buried, before the City of Cincinnati
Officials declared the three cemeteries located there no longer existed by placing five feet of soil over the
whole block in the 1870’s). Shown here is a low quality photo of the plaque (we intend to get a better image,
but that too will have to wait until after we conquer the C-Virus). That plaque was placed there by OHSSAR in
MDCCCCIX, 1909 for those who didn’t take Latin in High School.  Listed on the plaque are the names of the
200 Revolutionary War Soldiers who were buried in Hamilton County, OH sorted by the State from which
they came. The research we began in 2012 has since discovered more then 410 Patriots buried here in
Hamilton County.

The second find has to do with the Howard Miller’s Flag
Collection. The Cincinnati SAR maintains this valuable
collection which is currently expertly maintained and
regularly shown a goodly number of times every year by Col
Donald McGraw, Ret’d, a past Cincinnati Chapter and Ohio
Society President. We have the collection by Contract with the
Miller family, requiring it be shown at least once each year.
This arrangement came about by a co-worker of Howard
Miller at the U.S. Postal Service our Compatriot Jesse
Andrews learning the collection was about to be permanently
Retired by Howard who couldn’t find any body who would
properly adopt the whole Collection and he would not break it
up. That contract was Howards satisfaction and his
Vexillologist  bent was satisfied.

Continued on page 10



To Arms” dressed in period attire and described the different parts of clothing worn at the time.
Kaufman was the President and Event Coordinator for the Rufus Putnam Chapter, Ohio Society,
Sons of the American Revolution. Paul Wilke, Immediate Past President of the Cincinnati
Chapter, Sons of the American Revolution, followed with a talk about his ancestor who served
in the Revolutionary War. Rhonda Shappert returned to the stage and asked if any of the students
spoke another language and then introduced herself once again, only this time in Japanese. This
paved the way for her illustration of the National Anthem and how as young people, the words to the
song are confusing or not understood. She went on to talk about the United States flag, a symbol of
our country as she went through the words of the Star Spangled Banner and described its meaning, 

Gordon E. Stokely Jr.
Cincinnati Chapter Historian,

Ohio Society
Cincinnati Chapter, Germany

Society
Sons of the American

Revolution

Cincinnati ChapterCincinnati Chapter
HistoryHistory
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MRS. OHIO AMERICA SPEAKS AT
EDWIN H. GREENE SCHOOL

On Friday, March 3, 2005 fifth and sixth grade students at Edwin H. Greene School
in Blue Ash became active and enthusiastic as Mrs. Ohio America, Rhonda
Shappert, began her program “The National Anthem Project”. The project was the
campaign to get America singing The Star Spangled Banner, while spotlighting the
important role music education plays in giving Americans our patriotic voice. . Mrs.
Ohio America held two assemblies at E, H. Greene School Friday morning for 800
students (400 from each class). Her opening was a question on how students had
gotten to school, with the answers being by bus or walking. She asked if anyone had
ridden a horse to school and so began her history lesson of 200 years ago.Keith
Kaufman of New Lexington gave a short rendition of Patrick Henry’s “A Farewell  

This, article has been authored with the assistance of a former Chapter Historian

in detail, stressing that songs were written in poetry to
create pictures in our minds. Shappert played a game
with the students patterned after the TV show “Who
Wants to be a Millionaire”. Her game was “Who Wants
to be a Patriot”. Students were asked eight questions
from Shappert’s presentation. The winner received a
cap. Shappert was crowned Mrs. Ohio America in
October 2005 and has traveled all over the state, making
more than 30 National Anthem Presentations across the
state to thousands of people.
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ROTC/JROTC
JROTC
Most JROTC units have not met in a class environment, but by ZOOM.Half of their classes are meeting either Monday
and Wednesday or Tuesday and Thursday through Zoom. Most have not had the ability to practice drills or maneuvers.
This makes it difficult for the Senior Military instructor to evaluate their cadets.

The following JROTC Schools will not have a public year-end review or award ceremony: 
Diamond Oaks Career Center - 6475 Harrison Avenue, Cincinnati – Army JROTC.
Hamilton High School - 1165 Eaton Avenue, Hamilton – Navy JROTC.
Holmes High School - 2500 Madison Ave, Covington, KY – Marine JROTC.
Live Oaks Career Center - 5956 Buckwheat Road, Cincinnati - – Army JROTC.
Princeton High School - 11080 Chester Road, Cincinnati – Navy JROTC. (Sent them medal and certificate) 

The following JROTC Schools will have a public year-end review or award ceremony: 
Lebanon High School - 1916 Drake Road, Lebanon – Air Force JROTC – April 10th  at Noon - Cadet 2Lt Jonah Shupe
Compatriot Gary Duffield to present.

Scarlet Oaks Career Center - 300 Scarlet Oaks Drive, Cincinnati - Navy JROTC – April 21st at 6PM - Cadet Cole Mousir  
Compatriot Mike Gunn to present.

Little Miami High School - 3001 E US Highway 22 And 3, Morrow– Air Force JROTC – May 5th at 6PM – no cadet
yet! Compatriot Gary Duffield to present.

None of our eight JROTC High Schools will not have a candidate for the Enhance JROTC Award program this year. 

ROTC
Our ROTC units have been meeting in a class environment Most have had the ability to practice drills and  maneuvers.

The following ROTC Colleges will not have a public year-end review or award ceremony: 
Miami University - 67 Millett Hall, Oxford, Oh – Navy ROTC 
Miami University - 50 Millett Hall, Oxford, Oh – Air Force ROTC wants medal and certificate, waiting on Cadet name. 

The following ROTC Colleges will have a public year-end review or award ceremony: 
University of Cincinnati - 2585 Dennis Street , Cincinnati - Air Force ROTC April 15th at 1600 – Cadet Thomas
Rottinghaus Compatriot Jack Bredenfoerder to present.
University of Cincinnati - 2585 Dennis Street , Cincinnati Army ROTC April 21st at 1430 – Cadet John Clifford Kemper
Compatriot Jack Bredenfoerder to present.
Xavier University - 3904 Winding Way, Cincinnati - Army ROTC April 17th at 0900 - Cadet Christian Adkins-Lamb.
Compatriot Mike Gunn to present.

In patriotism,

Gary Duffield
Secretary, Cincinnati Chapter SAR
Chairman ROTC/JROTC committee



Bob Bowers, Chairman
Youth & Adult Education

Committee
&

250th Anniversary
Committee

&
Wreaths Across America

Committee 

Youth/Adult EducatonYouth/Adult Educaton
CommitteeCommittee  
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Jimmy Fraley, a student from
Summit Country Day, Ohio
Society State Essay Contest

winner.

The Poster and Brochure entries were judged at the Chapter level by Jack
Bredenfoerder and Ed Bonniwell. Only two entries were received for the
Poster Contest. The Poster winners were Carissa Gallier with a Benjamin
Franklin poster and Sarah Gallier with a Paul Revere poster. Three
entries were received for the Brochure Contest.The Brochure winners
were Jackson S Torrans presenting the Bill of Rights, Olivia R. Schaurer
on the Declaration of Independence, and Lena Gallier also on the Bill of
Rights. It is noteworthy that all submittals were from homeschooled
students. Congratulations to our local winners and a note of sincere
thanks to the team for actually garnering any submittals at all in this
Covid-19 plagued program year!

The First Place winners of the Posters and Brochures Contests have been
submitted to OHSSAR for consideration of awards at the State level.We
are awaiting the results.

Video recording of presentations has seen a hiatus in the month of
March. Several available dates were scrubbed due to conflicts with the
videographer’s schedule.Also, Gregg Ballman had a hip replacement
taking him out of action for a few weeks. Video recording will continue
as members of the team make themselves available.

As a continued reminder to those committee members who have not
completed the NSSAR Youth Protection Training on-line course, please
do so.Schools are still not allowing outside visitors at this time. But it is
prudent to have everyone certified in the event an opportunity presents.

Last month it was reported that CCSAR had been in contact with OHSSAR regarding a position
paper rebutting The 1619 Project and revisionist history targeting the American Revolution and the
founding of the United States. We received a response from Roger Williams who sits on the NSSAR
History and Education Committees. In it he says that, contrary to widespread media coverage, The
1619 Project has not taken hold in schools across the country but rather in some hot spots. He
encourages lineage societies such as SAR and DAR to “work with academics and other national
historic organizations, to provide our nation's educators with complimentary materials that support
our goals of promoting the founders' ideals of the Age of Enlightenment”. 



2021 POSTER AND BROCHURE CONTEST
For the last four years we have taken a team of presenters into the schools in the Greater Cincinnati
area, hosting festivals on the American Revolution, promoting our Poster/Brochure contest. Covid19
closed every door this year for having that type of experience; nevertheless, there were students who
took the initiative, contacting Dr. Ed Bonniwell, indicating their desire to participate. This was met
with great affirmation; and happily, Carissa Gallier is our first-place winner regarding our Poster
Contest. Our second-place winner is Sarah Gallier. Our first-place winner for the Cincinnati Chapter
Brochure Contest is Jackson S. Torrans; second place is Olivia R. Schaurer; and third place is Lena
Gallier. We also wish to make honorable mention of Linnea Doughman and Anna Gallier.

The pictures that we have of the winning Posters and Brochures hardly do them justice. The
submissions of our winners at the Cincinnati Chapter level were all entirely excellent, and may very
well win at the State level. While we are not having a Banquet again this year, it is our hope to
honor these young people in the April-May Banquet 2022.

First Place Poster Winner 2021
Carissa Gallier

First Place Brochure
Winner 2021

Jackson Torrans
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Progressive Tailor (Facebook) theprogressivetailor@gmail.com
The Kings Own Tailor (Facebook)
Line of March https://www.lineofmarch.com/

If you haven’t seen one of these it’s a great way to view what the color guard does, both ceremonial and
drill.

After kicking off the event in Montgomery, the unit will have a very busy April, May and June...with
plenty of events of all types, both Ceremonial and Historical, for you to attend.

A few people have reached out to me regarding obtaining linen hunting frocks for hot weather. Here are
the 3 sources that I recommend that 
Make Rev War period correct frocks(avoid commercial sites):

Huzzah!

Bradley Jarard

Brad Jarard, 
NCMCG Commander

Nolan Carson Memorial Color Guard
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The guard recently conducted a practice for the upcoming Hopewell Cemetery
grave marking at Miami Valley Christian Academy.  It did not take long for
the men to come together and perform all the necessary drills.

mailto:theprogressivetailor@gmail.com
https://www.lineofmarch.com/
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However, recently during a discussion with
Compatriot Poe from Clermont County about
Patriot Graves located there, he mentioned his past
involvement with the Scouts introduced him to
Howard and the past use of parts of his collection
by Boy Scouts carrying his flags in various parades.
He became friends with Howard’s son who found
another flag after his father’s death and gave it to
Jim Poe. Obviously not part of the United States
collection it revealed Howard studied more than just
American Flags. That Raven flag pictured here has
been identified to be of Viking origin. I know I
personally have some Viking ancestry how about
you? Now we know Howard Miller’s flag interests
went much further than the USA, Thanks Howard! 

Last March we celebrated Compatriot James Russell Halls' 100th Birthday at the Otterbein
Retirement Home in Lebanon.  I just received a telephone call from Mr. Hall’s daughter that her
father passed peacefully on March 5.  Compatriot Halls just celebrated his 101st birthday and was in
good spirits, he passed of natural causes.  He will be interred in a private burial.  He will be missed
by all.

Compatriot Passes Away

Cincinnati Grave marking (continued from page 4)



Chaplain's Corner continued
Some wildernesses like Ziph become the means whereby God protects us, as He protected David
there in the strongholds of that wilderness from King Saul. And some wildernesses like the
wilderness in the area of Adullam, become places where God begins to structure a better day for us.
Malcontents gathered around David there, accentuating his anguish, but those men ultimately became
David’s mighty men that we read about in Chronicles. 

In all of your afflictions, God is afflicted; and our harsh corners are the Father’s rich opportunities.
The Lord is not calling you to make a bargain with Him, i. e. ‘Get me out of this wilderness and I will
do ...!’ The best way out of the wilderness is to simply pray and ask for help, and the one who loves
you more than you know will swing a mean sickle and fight His way through the brush and rubble,
finding you and leading you out. 

You think about that! Amen. 
 

Naturalization Ceremonies Resume
Naturalization Ceremonies are resuming starting in April.  The ceremonies will be at the Starlite
Drive-In, 2255 State Route Ohio-125, Amelia, OH 45201.  They will be outside and bare-bones. 

 There are 150 people scheduled for each date.  If you would like to attend, please arrive by noon to
hand out bookmarks prior to the ceremony. There will be limited access to the new citizens.

 
The April dates are as follows:

Thursday, April 1, 2PM
Friday, April 2, 2PM
Friday, April 9, 2PM

Thursday, April 15, 3PM
Tuesday, April 27, 2PM
Thursday, April 29, 3PM
Friday, April 30, 2 PM
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continued from page 3



Bob Bowers, Chairman
Youth & Adult Education

Committee
&

250th Anniversary
Committee

&
Wreaths Across America

Committee 

250th Anniversary
Committee
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At the State Level, three long term items are being investigated.
1.Liberty Tree planting program. The plan is for each chapter to plant disease resistant Elm trees
on 4 July 2026. A source for trees, warranted for 10 years against Dutch Elm Disease, has been found
and pricing determined. Trees to be planted in 2026 can be purchased now in 10-tree lots for a
reduced price. They will be grown and cared for until shipping in 2026. Chapters are being contacted
now to determine level of interest.  Of course, shipping costs are indeterminate at this time. Markers
should be purchased and installed noting the significance of the trees. The major issues are funding,
number of trees to purchase, and finding locations such as public parks where the trees will be cared
for on a regular basis.
2.American Flags. The team is looking into the possibility of furnishing indoor flags to schools that
do not have them in their classrooms. Outdoor flags for public and/or private facilities are also being
considered. We note that outdoor flags fade and tatter with the elements and are more expensive.
These would be a one-time donation. Personally, I don’t see outdoor flag donations as workable but
the team feels otherwise and is pursuing the idea.
3.Pod Casts. The idea of developing weekly or monthly podcasts has been floated. Subject matter
might be Compatriots giving brief descriptions of Patriot Ancestors, etc. This idea is in its infancy
and there is much to be worked out.

Field of Memories – Bob Bowers
 
Arlington Memorial Gardens was contacted regarding CCSAR participation in the 2021 Field of
Memories event held over Memorial Day weekend. Regrettably, due to continuing Covid-19
concerns, the only activity will be placing flags in the cemetery by cemetery personnel. There will be
no ceremonies, music or other celebrations. We were assured that our involvement is very much
welcomed for 2022.

Even with the Covid-19 pandemic, CCSAR members have been attending
virtual events that qualify for SAR 250th Anniversary medals. Since
January three more members have qualified for the Silver medal and two
more have qualified for the Bronze medal. It is a certainty that more
chapter compatriots will qualify for medals throughout the year. Medals
will be awarded at the December Awards Banquet.



Speakers Wanted!
Seeking your assistance and hopefully possible input for our yearly luncheons.

If you have heard or know of a speaker who you think the membership (and guests) would be
interested in hearing at one of our luncheons next year, please contact George Stewart at

georgehstewartjr@gmail.com
Your serious interest and potential response to this matter will be greatly appreciated!

For more information on these events, please visit:  CincinnatiSAR.org and click the EVENTS tab.

Wednesday, April 7 Cincinnati Chapter SAR BOM Meeting @ 7PM
Saturday, April 17 Patriot's Day Event, Hopewell Cemetery, Montgomery, OH, 2 pm. 
Friday, April 23  William Henry Harrison 246th Anniversary, 10 AM, North Bend, OH
Wednesday, May 5 Cincinnati Chapter SAR BOM Meeting, @ 7PM
May 7-8 132nd Ohio Society Annual Spring Meeting, Cincinnati, OH
Saturday, May 8 Wilderness Road, Raid at Martin's Station
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The Cincinnati Chapter SAR strives to make every event self-sustaining!  However, carrying out the History,
Education and Patriotic Objectives that are set before us occasionally need additional resources to be most successful! 

 Your participation, by way of monetary gifts and donations are most welcome and tax exempt.  Gifts shall be
graciously received and should be made payable to:  Treasurer Cincinnati Chapter SAR

and addressed to:  Compatriot Michael J. Blum, 2999 Acer Court, Hamilton, Ohio  45013

 

Event Calendar
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By Larry Arn, Carol Swain and Matthew Spalding

The 1776 Report

The 1776 Report is the official report of The President’s Advisory
1776 Commission. Submitted to the President and released as a
public document on January 18, 2021, the report explains the core
principles of the American founding and how they have shaped
American history, considers the leading challenges to these principles
at home and abroad, and calls on all Americans to “restore our
national unity by rekindling a brave and honest love for our country
and by raising new generations of citizens who not only know the
self-evident truths of our founding, but act worthy of them.” This
edition features the original text with the addition of notes and
commentary by Chair Larry P. Arnn, Vice Chair Carol Swain, and
Executive Director Matthew Spalding.

Available at encounterbooks.com/1776  
Use coupon code HILLSDALE to receive 40% off.


