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Cincinnati SAR once again participated in WAA partnered with the Sons of Union Veterans of

the Civil War at Spring Grove Cemetery in Cincinnati, OH. However, in order to comply with the

governmental requirements and personal safety dictates there were only 75 wreaths to be placed, face

masks worn and social distancing practices to avoid the Corona Virus.

Wreaths Across America

Members of the Nolan Carson Memorial Color Guard: (left to right) Michael Blum, Chapter President Gregg

Ballman, Bob Bowers, Lee Wilkerson, Clay Crandall, Ed Bonniwell, and Jack Bredenfoerder.



We do face challenges as we move into the New Year. COVID-19 is of course the dominant obstacle in all of our lives.

But even under these incredible restraints, you’ve come through with alternatives to keep things happening. As the world

sees light at the end of this tunnel, we’ll move forward together to normalize our lives, and soon be sharing comradery

with a monthly dinner and in person meetings. Until then, outdoor events and Zoom will have to suffice.

Another challenge that’s sometimes awkward to approach is funding. In recent years we’ve broadened our education

programs to include both school children and adults. Awards for ROTC, youth awards, teacher awards, scouting, CAR,

the poster and essay contests, now exceed $3000.00.  Additional endeavors include Wreaths Across America, ceremonies

and grave marking activities, an expanded and refined color guard and much more. Each of these is incredibly worthwhile

and helps to fulfill our mission to educate and honor our Patriot Ancestors. The reality, however, is that all of these

projects are funded through donations. Uninterrupted continuation of these efforts will necessitate more emphasis on fund

raising. With the approval of the Board of Management, I’ve appointed Dr. Ed Bonniwell as our new Fund Raising

Chairman. In addition to Ed’s efforts, I look forward to perhaps a raffle and other fund raising ideas in the coming year.

Any contributions are graciously accepted. 

Any successful organization needs a membership committed to its purpose. We are incredibly fortunate to have such a

team. I’m continually impressed with the degree of leadership and hard work seen at every level. The kind of dedication

you have to our mission could never be purchased or inspired by compensation. It comes from the heart and a spirit that is

only seen in a volunteer. If you’re a member and looking for a way to become more active, please contact me. You are

here because we all share a common interest along with patriotism in our lineage. We have an incredible group of guys

who would love to welcome you to their committees.

In patriotism, 

Gregory D. Ballman

President 

President's MessagePresident's Message
My first priority must be to thank the outgoing administration for their outstanding

achievements and dedication. Especially President Wilkerson, who deserves special

recognition for his leadership and inspiration through some very rough times. Thank

you Lee and well done! I look forward to working with you on our future endeavors.

 

As I pondered additional thoughts regarding my first presidential contribution to this

newsletter, I reflected on my relatively short tenure with the Chapter. I joined SAR in

2013, with very little knowledge of who the organization was or what it represented. I

had done years of research to document my first Patriot Ancestor and was honestly just

looking to formalize that lineage. I attended a couple of meetings, got involved in

grave marking, and found that I was actually having fun. I found a great group of guys,

who shared my interest in history, and respect for this Nation and all who have served.

The idea of serving as President was the farthest thing from my mind. But here I am,

honored and humbled at your confidence. I will give it my best. 
Gregory Ballman -

President
Cincinnati Chapter SAR
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George Harry Stewart
 1stVice President

Cincinnati Chapter SAR
&

Chairman,
DAR /CAR Liaison Committee
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Almost 10 years ago I remember the excitement when I received the news that my application was

approved for the Sons of the American Revolution. I only knew of the Son of the American

Revolution after I stumbled upon my Great Grandfather’s SAR membership certificate from 1920.

Reflecting  back over these 10 years, I could not have written the story of my journey with the

Cincinnati Chapter. For four years I enjoyed just being a member and coming to meetings. During

that time two compatriots who I respect, gave me some words of advice. First I was told, “If you

don’t step forward, you will never know what you can accomplish.” Second, I was given this advice,

“Don’t worry about what I did, take the job and make it your own.” I was pleasantly surprised when I

was voted to be on the Board of Management. Being your Historian for two years was so rewarding.

Being your Second Vice President was an adventure that did not turn out the way  I  had hoped. I am

honored to be asked to be the Cincinnati Chapter’s First Vice President. I hope what I have done over

the years have been enough to earn your trust and respect. I consider the Cincinnati Chapter to be one

of the best run and most active Chapters in the nation. I pledge to you that I will work with your

executive committee to keep moving this Chapter forward to achieve even more accomplishments

and rewards.

Reflections



Cincinnati SAR at Wreaths Across America 2020 at Greenwood Cemetery, Hamilton, OH

 

For more than seven years the Cincinnati Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution (CCSAR)

have been participating with Wreaths Across America (WAA) and Veterans groups from the Butler

County, OH area with a large event. Held once again at 12:00 Noon on December 19, 2020 the

following members of CCSAR attended the ceremony at Greenwood Cemetery in Hamilton, OH:

            George Stewart, Cincinnati Chapter SAR 1stVice President 

            Michael Blum, Cincinnati Chapter SAR Treasurer & Daughter Emmie.

            Gary Duffield, Cincinnati Chapter SAR Secretary

            Daniel Schmitz, Cincinnati Chapter SAR Board Member & Wife

            Douglas Blake, Cincinnati Chapter SAR Webmaster

 

Several hundred wreaths were placed upon white crosses of deceased military veterans after an

introductory presentation by Mr. Pat Moeller, Mayor of Hamilton, Ohio local veterans from VFW

Post 1069 in Fairfield, Ohio hosted the event and Cub Scouts also helped. The VFW  presented a

21 gun salute. 

 

Afterwards we accompanied members of the John Reily DAR to lay wreaths at the grave of

Revolutionary War Patriot John Reily.

Dr. Michael B. Gunn
Chairman,

Revolutionary War Sites
&

Patriot Grave Committee

Cincinnati SAR GraveCincinnati SAR Grave
MarkingMarking
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From the Quill of
Dr. R. Edgar Bonniwell

Chaplain Cincinnati Chapter & Ohio Society SAR

Good Counsel For a New Year

     The Lord is referred to by Isaiah as the  “Wonderful Counselor!” Godly counsel and

the need for it is necessary for those of us traveling at the speed of life . Consider the

following as you think about entering a whole New Year:  

  1. Be smart about your own heart. Remember we are all part of the “clay pot

connection,” tainted with  Adams sin and  thus easily fall to blindly following our  own

desires . And that can prove to be disastrous!  The heart can be deceitful above all things

and it’s easy to believe what we wish to believe . Wise is the person who learns to be

afraid of his own heart!

2.Avoid delusional thinking ! Unsuccessful people constantly lie to themselves about their own lives. Face your

limitations and never market yourself for more than what you can deliver. Humility and not hubris is the best way to go

forward in this life. 

 

 3. Don’t beat up your friends. Only losers take their friends for granted or punish them. Friendship is a great thing. True

friends do not try to control. Rather they seek your best and will rejoice in your accomplishments.People that want to

take their frustrations out on you are people that you should not try to be close too. In order to have a friend one must

learn to be a friend and the Bible speaks of that friend that will stay closer than any brother. All of us need safe people in

our lives. Choose to be one.

 4. Bare burdens but don’t move boundaries. The Bible warns about moving boundary stones. When you help people in

extremity that’s burden bearing. When you do for people what they should’ve done for themselves because they’re too

lazy or procrastinated then that’s moving a boundary stone and God will  not bless it. Better read that again friend.

 5.Learn to put first things first and not last. In this culture Mr. and Mrs. Last - Minute are everywhere to be found. They

live frantic lives and are always dealing with deadlines because they have a proclivity to procrastinate. Be a disciplined

person. Work ahead. Keep order in your life by not allowing things to pile up. That leads to anxiety ! 

 6.Don’t allow yourself to be married to your problems. Some people would not have a life if they didn’t have a problem

and too many people give their problems eternal life. Don’t allow yourself to be addicted to intrigue. Give a lot of

forethought to your life and the best way to solve big problems is through big-time prayer.

7. Know that your life follows your decisions. Making good decisions is  necessary; indeed good decisions today makes

for happy tomorrow’s. Moreover every decision you make adds weight to your life and has implications. There is a sense

in which every decision you make marshals your life, even commands it. Sometimes one bad decision can mean years of

toil  and terrible loss! Take your decisions to Christ and ask God to help you. Ask for

wisdom because the Lord promises to give it liberally.  

   

                       Continued on page 9.
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Gordon E. Stokely Jr.

Cincinnati Chapter Historian,

Ohio Society

Cincinnati Chapter, Germany

Society

Sons of the American

Revolution

If you have one or more of the following German names in your family tree

before 1717 you might be related to the first Germans to come to the new

world!

Adams, Allen, Anderson, Arnold, Aylor, Baker, Berry, Blankenbaker, Briles,

Brown, Broyles, Bunger, Carpenter, Carter, Chelf, Clark, Clore, Collins,

Cook, Cox, Crigler, Crisler, Davis, Deer, Ellis, Farley, Finks, Fishback,

Fisher, Ford, Gaar, Gaines, Garr, Glore, Graves, Green, Grimes, Hardin,

Harris, Hawkins, Henderson, Hitt, Hoffman, Holt, Holtzclaw, Hoover, Horton,

House, Huffman, Jackson, Johnson, Jones, Kemper, King, Koontz, Leathers,

Lewis, Martin, Miller, Millikan, Mitchell, Moore, Myers, Nay, Price, Racer,

Rector, Reiner, Rice, Roberts, Rouse, Smith, Snyder, Spilman, Tanner,

Taylor, Teter, Thomas, Thompson, Utterback, Utz, Walk, Walker, Wayland,

Wayman, Waymire, Weaver, White, Wilhite, Wilhoit, Wilhoite, Willhite,

Williams, Wilson, Yager, Yeager, Young, Yowell, Zimmerman.

Not all German Americans came through Germanna nor did all occurrences of these German names,

but some did. The surrounding Tri-State area that encompass several hundred square miles is made

up of a large number of German immigrants.

 Ohio - Throughout the twentieth century, the number of new German immigrants to the Ohio area

was on a decline. In 1920, 111,893 native-born Germans lived in Ohio, still making them the largest

foreign-born populace in the state.

Indiana - Germans formed the largest immigrant group to come to Indiana before the late twentieth

century, but they were not as numerous there as in many other states. Germans began a colony in

Indiana in 1814. Many of these immigrants settled in the southeastern part of the state.

Kentucky - In the late 1700’s the area we call Kentucky was the western part of Virginia (the state of

West Virginia did not exist yet). Early immigration into Kentucky was dominated by people of

Scotch-Irish and English ancestry, immigrants from other parts of Europe were represented as well,

particularly German settlers who came by way of Virginia and Pennsylvania.

The Surnames listed above were from two different immigrations from Germany to Virginia. In 1714

and 1717 they came to Virginia (their original intent was to come to Pennsylvania). The area in

Virginia where they made their new home was called GERMANNA. This Germanna Colony has

spread out all over the United States in the last 300 years.

Cincinnati ChapterCincinnati Chapter
HistoryHistory
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German American history

and the Greater Cincinnati Tri-State area

Read more at https://germanna.org



Bob Bowers, Chairman
Youth & Adult Education

Committee
&

250th Anniversary
Committee

&
Wreaths Across America

Committee 

250th Anniversary250th Anniversary
CommitteeCommittee  
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The Cincinnati Chapter Sons of the American Revolution participated in two

simultaneous Wreaths Across America events on Saturday, 19 Dec 2020.  Cincinnati

Chapter did not partner with any Veteran organizations for either event.

 

Nine compatriots of the chapter, among them Ohio Society President Turner Lee

Wilkerson III, attended the event at Spring Grove Cemetery in Cincinnati, OH.  Seven

Compatriots attended in uniform participating in Color Guard activities.  All

Compatriots assisted in wreath laying.

Five Compatriots and one CAR member attended the event at Greenwood Cemetery in Hamilton, OH.  These

Compatriots attended in uniform and assisted in wreath laying.

 

Given the short notice of being allowed to hold these events in Ohio due to Covid-19 restrictions, no publicity of any

kind, other than word of mouth, was done.

 

The Cincinnati Chapter donated 30 wreaths.  Chapter Compatriots donated an additional 14 wreaths.

 

Compatriots attending the event at Spring Grove Cemetery, Cincinnati, OH were:

               

Turner Lee Wilkerson,III, President, OHSSAR, Past President Cincinnati Chapter SAR               

John Henry Bredenfoerder, First VP, OHSSAR, Past President Cincinnati Chapter SAR               

Ralph Edgar Bonniwell, Chaplain, OHSSAR               

Gregory David Ballman, President, Cincinnati Chapter SAR               

Clayton Lowell Crandall, Second VP, Cincinnati Chapter SAR               

Michael Bernard Gunn, Past President, Cincinnati Chapter SAR               

Kenneth Robert Burck, Compatriot Cincinnati Chapter SAR               

Kerry Lee Langdon, Compatriot Cincinnati Chapter SAR, Wreaths Across America Area Coordinator for Spring Grove

Cemetery               

Robert Edmund Bowers, Compatriot Cincinnati Chapter SAR, Chapter Committee Chair WAA

 

Compatriots attending the event at Greenwood Cemetery, Hamilton, OH were:

               

Michael John Blum, Treasurer OHSSAR               

Gary Lee Duffield, President Highlanders Chapter SAR               

Daniel Stuart Schmitz, II, Compatriot Cincinnati Chapter SAR

George Henry Stewart, Jr., Compatriot Cincinnati Chapter SAR

Douglas Blake, Compatriot Cincinnati Chapter SAR

Emilie Corrine Blum, Ft. Hamilton Chapter CAR



And here is something awesome to consider :

Given your love for history as a member of SAR, I am recommending a new Documentary Film

called :   “The True Christian History of America”

“The True Christian History of America” is a powerful documentary, showing the Christian origins

of the early American view of freedom, tracing the principles of liberty back to England and

the great Reformation. 

SEE links to PURCHASE DVD and WATCH free video trailers below.

 

Documentary: "The True Christian History of America”

OPENING SEQUENCE Trailer (5:17 minutes)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-5ytaHUou5g

JOHN WYCLIFFE Trailer (9:58 minutes)

Government “of the people, by the people, and for the people.”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=icagzhnPVf8

DVD Running Time: 2 hours, 50 minutes, DVD video segments: 10 Chapter Divisions

*DVD Price: $24.95 each + $5.00 shipping & handling.  *Quantity discounts available

To PURCHASE DVD Simply send an email to The following company noting using this address:    

 PQI@fuse.net         Request your copy . Your DVD will be mailed directly to you ! 

 

   Here is wishing you a wonderful New Year . 

 SAR State Chaplain Dr. Ed Bonniwell

Secondly if you are looking for a great historical read then buy Rick Atkinson’s  newest book  called

" The British Are Coming .” It is the quintessential page turner. It will fill in any blanks you may

have  as relates to the particulars of the American Revolution!

Dear Compatriots ,

 I have a few pastoral concerns and some happy recommendations.

First , Bob Hill our State Color-guard Commander and Lance Beebe who has held many officers for

SAR have both suffered through Covid 19 . And remember The Rev Patrick  Kelley and that State

funeral we did for him ? His wife and daughter Karen’s and husband and other siblings all contacted

Covid around Thanksgiving and have been pretty sick for a month.  Please add  these dear saints to

your prayers.

For The Good of The Order
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Add a 8.Take risks. What’s the old saying, “nothing ventured nothing gained.” Don’t live in life’s flatland or safe places

all the time. Put some adventure into your life. Some risk a lead to failure but you were out

there and you can profit from it. Often risk really pay off.

9. Get a grip on your emotions. I’ve known many gifted people who could do so much for organizations and or their

church but they’re constantly co-opted by their own emotions.You don’t have to go to pieces every

time something doesn’t land you in a pleasant place. Life on the side of eternity is uncertain and bad things do happen to

bad people and good people. Happily we have an understanding God who will help us in life’s extremities The Bible says

fret not yourself because it only leads to greater inner devastation.

10.Learn to be reasonable with yourself in the year ahead. You can only take on so much. Learn to say no. Know your

own limitations and give yourself to the things that quicken your own interest but make sure

you don’t factor out recess or time with your family or just plain transition time. You can’t run 24 \ 7 or you will blow a

gasket.

In the New Year  stay alive as long as you’re living. Choose to love and to serve others. Happy hearted people and safe

people are hard to come by. Choose to be one this year and you will be called…

“Sought after “, by many! You think about that ! Amenlittle bit of body text

Chaplain’s Corner continued

Cowpens Memorial
On behalf of the Daniel Morgan Chapter ,

SCSSAR, you are cordially invited to attend a

virtual commemoration of the 240th

Anniversary of the Battle of Cowpens on

Sunday, January 17, 2021 at 1:00PM.

The virtual event can be watched on the

Cowpens National Battlefield Facebook page or

NPS Cowpens website.

Unfortunately, official participation for this

event is closed, but viewing is highly

encouraged. Daniel Morgan
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Speakers Wanted!
Seeking your assistance and hopefully possible input for our yearly luncheons.

If you have heard or know of a speaker who you think the membership (and guests) would be
interested in hearing at one of our luncheons next year, please contact George Stewart at

georgehstewartjr@gmail.com
Your serious interest and potential response to this matter will be greatly appreciated!

For more information on these events, please visit:  CincinnatiSAR.org and click the EVENTS tab.

Wednesday, January 6;  January BOM Meeting via ZOOM!

Sunday, January 17        Battle of Cowpens Memorial, 1 PM, virtual presentation
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The Cincinnati Chapter SAR strives to make every event self-sustaining!  However, carrying out the History,

Education and Patriotic Objectives that are set before us occasionally need additional resources to be most successful! 

 Your participation, by way of monetary gifts and donations are most welcome and tax exempt.  Gifts shall be

graciously received and should be made payable to:  Treasurer Cincinnati Chapter SAR

and addressed to:  Compatriot Michael J. Blum, 2999 Acer Court, Hamilton, Ohio  45013

Event Calendar
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This unique diary, written by one of the thirty thousand Hessian

troops whose services were sold to George III to suppress the

American Revolution, is the most complete and informative

primary account of the Revolution from the common soldier's point

of view. Johann Conrad Döhla describes not just military activities

but also events leading up to the Revolution, American customs,

the cities and regions that he visited, and incidents in other parts of

the world that affected the war. He also evaluates the important

military commanders, giving readers an insight into how the

enlisted men felt about their leaders and opponents.

A Hessian Diary of the American Revolution
By Johann Conrad Dohla


