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On February 13, 2021 the Cincinnati Chapter held its annual President’s Day Celebration. Like most

events for the last year we were able to have a Zoom gathering. We were fortunate to have over 35

participants join us in the celebration which included three local DAR Chapters and one CAR

Chapter. Compatriots Bonniwell, Holland and Crandall gave testimonials, portraying their patriot

ancestors on their interaction with General Washington during the war. The Nolan Carson Memorial

Color Guard appeared in uniform to honor General Washington. General Washington finally graced

us with his entrance to the meeting. The General was informative, reflective and had a real sense of

humor. He even found time in his busy day to have a question and answer session after his talk. All

participants thought the event was well planned, entertaining and an hour well spent!

A Presidential “ZOOM” Success



President's MessagePresident's Message
 

2

Gregory Ballman -
President

Cincinnati Chapter SAR

February may have been a short month on the calendar, but the Chapter has not been

short on activity. Several congratulations are in order. For the forth year in a row, the

Cincinnati Chapter has nominated the OHSSAR Tom and Betty Lawrence History

Teacher Award winner. Julie Flack of Pleasant Run Middle School, sponsored by

George Stewart, was honored to place first in this year’s middle school category.

Jimmy Fraley, a junior at Summit Country Day School also won the OHSSAR

George S. and Stella M. Knight Essay Contest. Jimmy was sponsored by Zac Haines.

On behalf of the entire Chapter, we wish Julie and Jimmy good luck and success as

they progress to the National level. I thank and congratulate all for their efforts.

Congratulations are also in order for a very successful George Washington birthday celebration. President

Washington (Zac Haines) gave an excellent presentation on his life during the Revolution.

Supporting Washington were Valley Forge descendants Clay Crandall as Samuel Shaw of the 10th

Massachusetts Regiment, Ed Bonniwell as Elliot Bonniwell from Exmore Virginia, Mark Holland as Cpt.

Caleb Gibbs commander of General Washington's Commander in Chief Guard and members of the Nolan

Carson Memorial Color Guard. They all put forth a noteworthy event. 

Many members of the Chapter continue to take advantage of the National Events presented on Zoom. If you’re

working towards a medal or are just interested in the history, please pay attention to the notifications for some

great events. It doesn’t get any easier than Zoom.

A few items to note on an administrative level include a Chapter donation of $289.00 to the Mt. Vernon

Society. Occasionally circumstances arise between meetings that require prompt or immediate action.  Options

are available to the Board and Executive Committee to conduct such business as necessary. In this case the

Board was poled and the donation was made without objection. The fund raiser was in celebration of

Washington’s Birthday and is used to maintain and restore the complex.

Our Chapter fund raising raffle proposed last month was approved at the February meeting and tickets are for

sale. The prize will be $1000.00, tickets are $10.00 and only 500 will be sold. Please contact me at

gballman@fuse.net or give me a call if you’re interested. Arrangements can be made if you’d like to have

some to sell. It’s important though that with the limited number available, each ticket must be either sold or

returned.

We are also actively exploring a climate controlled storage locker. Through the years we’ve accumulated

historical records and equipment that need a central depository. Funds are always limited. If we have anyone

with connections we’d love to hear from you!

Thanks so much for everyone’s involvement in making our Chapter among the most active in the Country. If

you’re looking for ways to get involved we have many options. Just give us a call!



George Harry Stewart
 1stVice President

Cincinnati Chapter SAR
&

Chairman,
DAR /CAR Liaison Committee
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The Cincinnati Chapter takes
advantage of National SAR

Color Guard Event
Opportunities in January and

February

While the Covid-19 pandemic has closed down many events and restricted travel, we have found

other ways to stay active and involved. The National SAR is allowing many National Color Guard

events to be held by Zoom meetings. A  number of our members have found time to take advantage

of these opportunities over the last two months and have not left the comfort of their homes. For our

Color Guard members it is a great way to add to your points for color guard metals and to support the

chapter.Here is a list of Virtual Events we have participated is so far:

January 3, 2021 Battle of Princeton 

January 16, 2021 Daniel Morgan’s ceremony at the Battle of Cowpens

January 17, 2021 The 239th Anniversary of the Battle of Cowpens

January 24, 2021 VASSAR State Event Honor Rev Peter Muhlengerg.

January 30, 2021 The 240th Commemoration of the Battle of Cowen’s Ford

February 12, 2021 Heroes of the Hornets’ Nest ceremony  Lincolnton, GA 

February 13, 2021 The Battle of Kettle Creek

February 20, 2021 The 240th Commemoration of the Crossing of the Dan

February 27, 2020 The 245th Commemoration of the Battle of Moore’s Creek Bridge  

The next National SAR Virtual event will be on March 13, 2021 Saturday, The 240th

Commemoration of the Battle of Guilford Courthouse.  Details are Forthcoming.



 John reported that his first job as a boy was working for George Washington and that Washington often

greeted him in public, shook his hand and encouraged him.

 

This information was discovered by Cincinnati SAR (Sons of the American Revolution)  Revolutionary War

Sites and Patriot Graves Chairman, Michael Gunn, Ph.D. ; who is assembling a Registry of Revolutionary War

Patriots known to have been buried in Ohio, for the Ohio Society of SAR. This data base will include about

7000 names as Ohio was one of the States where land grants  were issued to Revolutionary War Patriots as

payment for their services. Included in the Registry are names of Women, Persons of color, Native Americans

and Those who defected from the British to join the Colonists in their Revolution.

 

John was the oldest of 8 children and when his father was killed, the responsibility of providing for the family

fell upon him. His family was very poor and often had only the rabbits John could catch as food to eat. Toward

the end of the war, John joined the war and was present at Cornwallis' surrender at Yorktown. He was only 17

years of age and served in the army for six months. After the war, he married and eventually moved to the

Northwest Territory, into what is now Ohio and lived in Noble County for the rest of his life. He died on

March 29, 1868 at 104 years, 2 months and 23 days old, surviving three wives and all but one of his four

children.  

Gray never received a veterans pension because his term of enlistment was too short, but about a year before

his death, he was finally granted one by special act of Congress. At the time of his death, there was some

controversy about exactly who was the last living veteran of the Revolution. Daniel Bakeman died in 1869, 

 but was never able to conclusively prove that he had served in the war. (He married at 13 by the way and his

wife was only 14!). George Fruits died in 1876 and was another contender, but there is now some question

about whether he was mixed up with his father and actually died much earlier. 

Dr. Michael B. Gunn
Chairman,

Revolutionary War Sites
&

Patriot Grave Committee

Cincinnati SAR GraveCincinnati SAR Grave
MarkingMarking
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John Gray, last living veteran of the

American Revolution buried in Ohio

On this day in history, January 6, 1764, John Gray, the last living veteran of the

Revolution was born. Gray was born near Mount Vernon, the home of George

Washington. His father was an acquaintance of Washington’s and was killed at the 

Battle of White Plains in New York on October 28, 1776.

John was a lifelong Methodist and a lifelong tobacco chewer. He sided

with the Union during the Civil War and regretted that his home state of

Virginia joined the Confederation. He died at the home of his daughter,

Nancy McElroy in 1868 and is buried in the McElroy Family Cemetery at

Hiramsburg, Noble County, Ohio.



From the Quill of
Dr. R. Edgar Bonniwell

Chaplain Cincinnati Chapter & Ohio Society SAR

5

Recently a person said to me, “Chaplain Ed, I feel like I’m fighting all

the time; I’m up to my ears in conflict.”  Unquestionably conflict can

wear one down, and most of us are not good at dealing with conflict. 

 Isaac was such a man.  But the scriptures present him as a very passive

man, given to reflection and meditation.  When the Philistines would

Conflict

fill up his wells (Isaac was a digger of wells) he would simply pack up and go somewhere else. He

hated to fight.  Many of us are like Isaac; we don’t like to fight and we don’t like conflict; but this is

a fallen world where conflict abounds.   We are Adam’s kin; the human condition too frequently

leads to conflict and opposition.  Here’s what you need to know in dealing with opposition.

1.     If you purpose to be good, kind, to love everyone, and give yourself to doing all that is

right; it will not keep you from experiencing opposition.  “All who live Godly in Christ Jesus will

suffer difficulties.”  Oppositions will surely be a part of our sojourn.

 

2.     It is the nature of opposition to die hard.  I hate that, but it’s true.  Evil, expressed in

opposition, has an enduring quality to it.  It knows how to make war a continuous thing. We start

asking; when is this going to end. So often, unbeknownst to us, the opposition is going to last a while.  

You have to get your mind right and surrender to it.

 

3.     When opposition comes, it will talk back to you.  When Jesus dealt with the Pharisees, often

they were determined to have the last word.  Opposition always makes a hard case and refuses to be

argued down.  

 

4.     When opposition comes, the motive is usually far more sinister than we initially perceive it

to be.  That’s enough to make us paranoid, but it’s true.  Naivety is not a spiritual gift, and when

people oppose us, it’s easy to be wrong about their motive, so we must be very discerning.

 

5.     Opposition is drawn out by the light of Christ within us.  Sometimes your faith and the

indwelling Christ stirs others up simply because of your presence.  In Mark chapter 1 Jesus entered a

synagogue where a demonwas present, and it manifested through a man in the worship service.

(Satan is a religionist and he loves going to church).  So, the  demon came against Christ, opposing

His presence and ministry there.  This is a hard truth to deal with.  (Continued on page 10)



Gordon E. Stokely Jr.

Cincinnati Chapter Historian,

Ohio Society

Cincinnati Chapter, Germany

Society

Sons of the American

Revolution

Cincinnati ChapterCincinnati Chapter
HistoryHistory
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Did you know we have a former

Chapter & State president that is buried in the

Arlington National Cemetery in Washington D.C.

Mr.  Victor L. Tyree

Cincinnati Chapter SAR President 1937

Ohio Society SAR President 1939

Victor Louis Tyree was born in Catlettsburg, Kentucky on January 25, 1894.

He was the son of U.S. Army Major Amos Tyree. He was raised in

Washington D.C.. According to The Cincinnati Times-Star he married Miss

Charlotte Woodson in Lima Peru. Question...why Lima, Peru?  Mr. Tyree

was a United States diplomat for the Department of State stationed in Peru in

1917.

 Chamber of Commerce of Bolivia.” Mr. Tyree was elected secretary-treasurer of that organization.

In La Paz, Bolivia he worked for several years for Dennison & Company. In the late 1920’s he

returned to the United States and settled down in Cincinnati, Ohio. He was soon employed by The

Edwards Manufacturing Company where he continued to make trips to South America for that

company. In the late 1930’s he became an investment and stockbroker in Cincinnati.

 

Victor joined the Cincinnati Chapter Sons of the American Revolution in October of 1929.

His patriot was John Hite Jr. who was a private in the 9th Virginia Regiment who enlisted in

Williamsburg, Virginia.  

Mr. Tyree became the Cincinnati Chapter President in 1937 and the Ohio Society President in

1939.  He passed away April 28, 1953 at the age of 59.

 He worked in the Consular

Bureau for trade and  commerce.

Miss Woodson was the daughter

of another diplomat who was

also working in Peru at the time.

The Tyree’s spent several years

in South America. In 1919 the

American Chamber of

Commerce met at the American

consulate and organized a body

known as the “American 



The committee has begun video recording our presentations.  Bob began

the process on 21 Feb with.  Committee members have been requested to

schedule a recording date with Ed Bonniwell and his videographer.  Lee

and Gregg are both getting their presentations polished for video in the

coming weeks.  Videos will be copyrighted as this is intellectual property. 

Discussions are underway now as to how to make these videos available

without undercutting the very purpose of this committee-to enter schools

and give face-to-face education to our youth.  If the presentations are on

the CCSAR web site for the click of a mouse, why would schools bother to

schedule our visits?  We would be putting ourselves out of the very

business we have tried so hard to get in and stay in.  This is a dilemma that

we are working to resolve.

As a reminder to those committee members who have not completed the NSSAR Youth Protection

Training on-line course, please do so.  Schools are still not allowing outside visitors at this time.  But

it is prudent to have everyone certified in the event an opportunity presents.

 

Last month it was reported that CCSAR had been in contact with OHSSAR regarding a position

paper rebutting The 1619 Project and revisionist history targeting the American Revolution and the

founding of the United States.  Talks are now among other state level SAR organizations and

NSSAR.  We expect a one-page paper from NSSAR in the next week or so.

Bob Bowers, Chairman
Youth & Adult Education

Committee
&

250th Anniversary
Committee

&
Wreaths Across America

Committee 

Youth/Adult EducatonYouth/Adult Educaton
CommitteeCommittee  
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"I'll tell you when I'm going to get your ice vente decaf caramel macchiato...when they elect a

black woman president of the Daughters of the American Revolution."  

Character Sam Fuller (Regina King) to Gracie Hart (Sandra Bullock) in Miss Congenialty 2 

Funny Quote



George Harry Stewart
 1stVice President

Cincinnati Chapter SAR
&

Chairman,
DAR /CAR Liaison Committee

American History
Teacher Award

We Have Another State Winner!

   Flack of Pleasant Run Middle School was named the Ohio Society SAR Middle School History

Teacher Award Winner for 2021. State Committee Chairman Scott Moody stated she was deemed to

be of high quality and worthy of submission to the NSSAR. She will now be representing the Ohio

Society at the Tom and Betty Lawrence American History Teacher competition. The National

winners will be announced sometime in March. This is the fourth year in a row that an educator

sponsored by the Cincinnati Chapter has won the Ohio Society Middle School American History

Teacher Award.We also had good participation at our President’s Day, George Washington Birthday

Celebration on February 13, 2021. We had 32 Zoom participants. General Washington was

informative, reflective and had a real sense of humor. We had 3 local DAR Chapters and 1 CAR

Chapter join us in endeavor. All thought it was well planned, entertaining and an hour well spent.te

this new reporting system will be a challenge. Trial and error will be part of the learning curve.

The 2021 Americanism Score sheet has been posted for

download. There have been significant changes this year. There

has been an effort to condense data and streamline the report. The

results are final and I am happy to announce that we have another

state winner.  At the Ohio Society Winter Board of Management

meeting on February 6, 2021 it was announced that Ms. Julie 

 

 The masks include the SAR Minuteman logo and is embroidered by Jake's Sports Shop in Sugar

Grove, Ohio. The cloth masks are one size fits all, 2 layers of material with elastic adjustable ear

attachments, all cut and handmade by Janet Gummere, a DAR member of the Elizabeth Sherman

Reese Chapter in Lancaster. She is married to Al Gummere, a compatriot in the Hocking Valley

Chapter. These are great masks to show pride in the SAR during this pandemic, and most of our

Chapter Color Guard members have one. The masks are Navy blue with gold embroidery and are

$20 each, or $25 if you want it mailed to you. Check or money orders only. Send to: Janet Gummere,

6305 Lancaster-Circleville Rd SW, Lancaster, OH 43130. Inquiries can be made at:

SARMASKOH@GMAIL.COM. Let other members know! Thank you. 

Patriotically,

Bob Hill

Color Guard Commander

New SAR Masks Available
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The hardening is mostly on the peripheral of the metal, so overtime excessive scraping will expose

less hardened steel…resulting in less sparks.  Re-hardening the frizzen also places more carbon on

the face and should produce a new shower of sparks.  You can do this at home with a blowtorch,

Kasenit Hardening powder and some motor oil….but its best left to the pros.

 

Tip of the Month!

 

Looking to reduce some uniform weight on the less than cool days.  Good place to start is with the

ubiquitous haversack.  First some historical context.  Haversacks were mainly a British “thing” used

to carry food, however, they did find their way in the Cont.’ army as an issued item.  Militia would

have not used, nor been issued these, but instead used what are called Snapsack/knapsacks, which are

more like a backpack.  Dragoons/calvary also would not be using haversacks as they had horse-packs

for food storage.  So drop the haversack and save some weight around your neck.  Use your waistcoat

and coat pockets for keys/phone.

 

You can also drop the musket sling.  They were sometimes issued but in small numbers.  A little

weight adds up.

Brad Jarard, 

NCMCG Commander

Last month we had a couple good sessions on musket maintenance.  During the

session and in a couple follow-up emails I mentioned everyone should get their

frizzens(hammers) hardened.  What I missed was that everyone probably didn’t

know what I meant by hardening or why its important.  All of the metal in your

musket/flintlock is soft…meaning you can easily take a file to it and file it

down with gentle strokes.  This includes the barrel, butt plate, cock, etc., which

will all bend.  Only one piece has gone through the rapid heating/cooling

process and that is the frizzen.  It’s the same process/concept as safety glass. 

 Frizzens will not bend but instead break and cannot be easily filed.  This

hardened steel give the flint something to scape against to create the energy

necessary to create a spark, which is just scraped off steel.

Nolan Carson Memorial Color Guard
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Chaplain's Corner continued
6.     When opposition comes against us, it can be very condescending.  “Evil loves to mock us”. 

 Sanballat and Tobiah mocked Nehemiah and made fun of his work.  How do we handle opposition

redemptively? 

 

a. Try to defuse it.  Ask those opposing you to bring clarity to the quarrel they have with you.

 

b.  If you can meet them partly without compromising conscience; then do so.

 

c.  If the opposition is irrational and unrelenting; then entrust yourself to God, be wise and seek

counsel from others.

 

d.  Begin praying about the matter immediately. As Christians, God is our dread warrior.

 

e.  Do not act out of human hurt; your flesh may rise up, but don’t listen to it.  Remember Jesus

says, blessed are the peacemakers.

 

7.     Don’t take the way of a coward.  The Bible says the righteous are bold as a lion.  Sometimes

we have to enter into battle with those who oppose us, but we must remember, “The battle is the

Lord’s”, and that principles matter, as does the honor of Christ.  Refuse to be drawn in to anything

seedy or unflattering to your Christian testimony.  We must purpose to suffer for ‘righteousness’

sake.  

 

8.     Finally, avoid the pugnacious divisive person.  There are people who thrive on strife. Keep

them at arms bay and out of your network of relationships.  Controlling individuals are to be

recognized.  

      People are going to oppose you and some rather demonstratively.  Don’t be like Isaac, a man who

always ran away. Remember Christ was a man who endured great oppositions, and he’s an

understanding God and a present help in a time of trouble.

      You think About that!  Amen.
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Speakers Wanted!
Seeking your assistance and hopefully possible input for our yearly luncheons.

If you have heard or know of a speaker who you think the membership (and guests) would be
interested in hearing at one of our luncheons next year, please contact George Stewart at

georgehstewartjr@gmail.com
Your serious interest and potential response to this matter will be greatly appreciated!

For more information on these events, please visit:  CincinnatiSAR.org and click the EVENTS tab.

Wednesday, March 3; Cincinnati Chapter SAR BOM Meeting @ 7 PM via ZOOM!

Saturday, March 13  Battle of Guilford Courthouse, virtual event

Wednesday, April 7 Cincinnati Chapter SAR BOM Meeting @ 7PM

Saturday, April 17 Patriot's Day Event, more info to come 

Wednesday, April 20 Tri-State Honor Flight

Friday, April 23  William Henry Harrison 246th Anniversary, 10 AM, North Bend, OH
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The Cincinnati Chapter SAR strives to make every event self-sustaining!  However, carrying out the History,

Education and Patriotic Objectives that are set before us occasionally need additional resources to be most successful! 

 Your participation, by way of monetary gifts and donations are most welcome and tax exempt.  Gifts shall be

graciously received and should be made payable to:  Treasurer Cincinnati Chapter SAR

and addressed to:  Compatriot Michael J. Blum, 2999 Acer Court, Hamilton, Ohio  45013

 

Event Calendar
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By Mark Urban

Fusiliers

The Saga of a British Redcoat Regiment in the American

Revolution

From Lexington Green in 1775 to Yorktown in 1781, one British regiment 

 marched thousands of miles and fought a dozen battles to uphold British 

 rule in America: the Royal Welch Fusiliers. Their story, and that of all  the

soldiers England sent across the Atlantic, is one of the few untold  sagas of

the American Revolution, one that sheds light on the war  itself and offers

surprising, at times unsettling, insights into the way  the conflict was

conducted on both sides. Drawing on a wealth of  previously unused

primary accounts, Mark Urban describes how British  troops adopted new

tactics and promoted new leaders, showing how the foundations were laid

for the redcoats’ subsequent heroic performance against Napoleon. But the

letters from members of the 23rd and other  archival accounts reveal much

more than battle details. Living the revolution day-to-day, the Fusiliers

witnessed acts of kindness and atrocity on both sides unrecorded in histories

of the war. Their observations bring the conflict down to human scale and

provide a unique  insight into the inner life of the soldier in the late

eighteenth century.


