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Gregory Ballman -
President

Cincinnati Chapter SAR

Let me first congratulate and express appreciation to Jeff Hartman for his years as our
Patriot Editor. When I took office, Jeff informed me that his schedule was making it
difficult to keep up and that he’d like to step aside. He’s done an outstanding job of
keeping our membership up to date and informed on Chapter activities. But this will
be his last newsletter as editor. Lee Wilkerson has graciously volunteered to accept
the role effective with the June edition. Many thanks to Jeff for a job well done and to
Lee for the well-deserved relief!

Congratulations are also in order for a very successful Hopewell Cemetery event. On
April 17th, the Revolutionary Sites and War Graves Committee along with the Nolan
Carson Memorial Color Guard executed what might have been our finest grave
marking event to date. Under the leadership of Mike Gunn and Brad Jarard, we 

presented a ceremony that I know we were all proud to be a part of. If you haven’t yet done so, check
out the YouTube video at https://youtu.be/Tz4orlmg. Many thanks also to our State Color Guard
Commander Bob Hill and all who contributed. 

In case you missed the announcement regarding upcoming meeting locations, we currently plan on
temporarily using the Miami Valley Christian Academy located at 6830 School Street, Newtown, Ohio
45244. This is the same location where the color guard holds its monthly drills. I know this might be a
bit inconvenient for some. But meeting locations have been very difficult to come by. And by being
indoors it’s not weather dependent. Unless things change, plan on this for our May and June Board of
Management Meetings. Hopefully by the end of our summer break, we can be back in the Quality Inn
by September. Please also note that a special General Membership meeting has been called for during
the June BOM meeting. We’ll be voting on amendments to our constitution and by-laws so please plan
to attend. 

We continue to investigate an indoor storage facility for the storage of many of our Chapter assets.
Currently we’re looking at around $50.00 a month. Of course that works out to about $600.00 a year
and that’s a pretty heavy hit to the budget. If any of our membership has input or a connection, we’d
love to hear from you.

 Raffle sales are going well but we have a lot more work to do. We’ve sold around 200 of the 500
tickets available. With the prize money covered, every ticket now sold is pure profit. This is an
opportunity to make $4000.00 for the Chapter and the winner walks away with $1000.00. Thanks to
those who are buying and selling! Tickets are $10.00 each. Shoot me an email if you’re interested to
gballman@fuse.net and I’ll get you whatever you need. 

I look forward to seeing all of you at the Ohio Society Meeting on May 7th, 8th and 9th at the
Netherland Plaza Hotel downtown. We are the hosting chapter and I know Lee and his committee have
worked really hard to make this a memorable event. 

https://youtu.be/Tz4orlmg
mailto:gballman@fuse.net


From the Quill of
Dr. R. Edgar Bonniwell

Chaplain Cincinnati Chapter & Ohio Society SAR
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For almost four years now, every morning I write mini devotionals born
of my own journey of faith. At times I write 8 a day. Consider these
devotional thoughts with commentary.

 
A LITTLE OF THIS AND A WHOLE LOT OF THAT

Devotional Thought #1
“Are you trusting God to do the ‘Heavy lifting’ in your life? He promises that each day He will carry
us in His arms. (Psalm 68:19 NLT) Cast your cares on Him, because He cares for you! Jesus is not a
task master, but a loving Savior. The weight of your load is superfluous and of no consequence as
long as He keeps it 2 inches off your shoulder!” 
Commentary: 
God is doting in His love for us, and His advocacy is unparalleled.As a relational God He gets into
our stuff, as He is Immanuel – God with us. You are His delight.

Devotional Thought #2
“Some people will never give you their approval; but you don’t need it!Play your life to Heaven;
remember God is your audience. The approbation of Heaven on your life is what matters. The frowns
of men are nothing compared to the smile of God.”
Commentary:
Insecurity makes us inordinately needy, and if people perceive that about you they will withhold their
affirmations. Christians do not live this way, because we are loved of God we choose to love others
regardless of their responses. The evaluation that matters is that of our Lord on our lives.It’s utterly
egotistical to assume that everyone will like us. Despite our best efforts at winsomeness someone will
be put off by our demeanor.Someone rightly said that, “Everyone is someone else’s weirdo.” It’s just
a part of our fallen condition. As believers however we don’t get to write anyone off. 

Devotional Thought #3
“He dug a pit and hallowed it out, but fell into the hole he had made.His trouble comes back on his
own head.”Psalm 7:15) This is the providential fate of the wicked who would do harm to the
righteous! Your hole is waiting.
Commentary: 
God’s providential care and protections are not subject to the wicked machinations of men. Beloved
you are invincible until your work is done. Choose to believe it because it’s true.
        I encourage you to ruminate and reflect upon these devotional snippets they could make for
great discussion in a study group.



The Marquis: General Lafayette’s
Visit to Cincinnati while on an American Tour

196 years ago, this month, on May 19, 1825, Lafayette arrived
in Covington Ky from Lexington Ky, and was taken to Cincinnati, where
thousands met him on the Public Landing.

When the Marquis de Lafayette came to Ohio; he was greeted by all the
pomp and circumstance one might expect for this illustrious French patriot
who had so valiantly defended the cause of liberty during the American
Revolution. The Marquis, who in the spirit of equality preferred to be
called General Lafayette, had been invited by President Monroe to be a
“Guest of the Nation” at the request of Congress(1) . This honor entailed a
triumphant fourteen-month tour of all twenty-four American states (182
towns in all!) which Lafayette undertook in the company of his son,
George Washington Lafayette.

General Lafayette(2) himself, in a letter home, concluded that 
his trip had “contributed to tighten the union between the states
and to soften political parties,by bringing them all together in
 common hospitality toward a ghost from another world."

Continued on page 9.

Gordon E. Stokely Jr.
Cincinnati Chapter Historian,

Ohio Society
Cincinnati Chapter, Germany

Society
Sons of the American

Revolution
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JROTC Medals Awarded by Cincinnati SAR at Scarlet Oaks High School

At 1800 hours on Wednesday, April 21, 2021 during a ceremony held at the cafeteria in
Scarlet High School in Sharonville, OH with about 50 attendees present, two Navy
JROTC cadets were awarded Bronze Medals by Michael Gunn, past President of the
Cincinnati Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution.

In a Navy JROTC Awards presentation ___ Cadets were decorated for their Scholastic
and Military achievements by their Commander Navy Lieutenant ____ . Dr. Gunn
presented two SAR Bronze medals one for 2020 service to Cadet Cole Mousir and
another to Cadet Jason McDonald for his service in 2021. Other National Medals and
Awards were presented by: the American Legion, U. S, Navy League, the Military
Officers Association, Hopewell Chapter DAR and other Patriotic Organizations. We all
are highly supportive to the JROTC &amp; ROTC programs that help build young Americans
with confidence, self- discipline and talent. Three members of this Unit were already
enlisted in Navy and Marine units to begin after this year’s graduation.
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ROTC/JROTC

Some of the Scarlet Oaks JROTC members receiving unit Citations

Michael Gunn pictured here giving a Medal to Cadet Cole
Mousir while wearing the Revolutionary War uniform of his

Patriot Ancestor, 1st Virginia Light Dragoon, Sgt. Photo right
 



I am pleased to report that the CCSAR Poster entered by
Carissa Gallier has placed 1st at OHSSAR. Despite repeated
requests for information on how our contestant, Jackson
Torrans, placed in the Brochure Contest, Ed, Lee and I have not
received a response. All we know is that he placed either 1st or
2nd. We hope to have more information for the May BOM.
Awards and certificates will be presented at the State Youth
Awards Luncheon here in Cincinnati on 8 May. First place
entries will be forwarded to NSSAR for consideration for
national recognition.

At the William Henry Harrison birthday commemoration in
North Bend on 23 April, Ed made contact with the
Superintendent of Schools for Three Rivers Local Schools, Dr.
Mark C. Ault, who was also attending the event. Both have
exchanged emails and a meeting is now in the works to go over
our program. Huzzahs to Ed!

Video recording of presentations has seen a hiatus in the
months of March and April. Team members are encouraged to
contact either Bob Bowers or Ed Bonniwell to schedule a
recording date for your school presentations. Video recording
will continue as members of the team make themselves
available.

As a continued reminder to those committee members who have
not completed the NSSAR Youth Protection Training on-line
course, please do so. Schools are still not allowing outside
visitors at this time. But it is prudent to have everyone certified
in the event an opportunity presents.

Bob Bowers, Chairman
Youth & Adult Education

Committee
&

250th Anniversary
Committee

&
Wreaths Across America

Committee 
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Over the last few years the Cincinnati Chapter has reached out to local DAR and CAR
Chapters. I am happy to report we have made significant progress building working
relationships with a number of these chapters. We have committed to the Mariemont DAR
Chapter to have our Nolan Carson Memorial Color Guard assist them in their Woman of
Achievement Ceremony on May 22, 2021 at the Armstrong Chapel in Indian Hill. The
Clough Valley DAR Chapter has invited us to their 60th Anniversary Celebration on June 5,
2021 at the Christian Waldschmidt Homestead. Our Color Guard has been requested. We are
also in the progress of working with the John Reily DAR Chapter to have a joint Veteran’s
Day Luncheon at the Fitton Center in Hamilton, Ohio on November 13, 2021. We have
committed our Color Guard, the Miller Flag Collection as well as financial support. I believe
this will be one of our finest events of the year. We also have been in contact with Darline
West about the use of the Christian Waldschmidt Homestead. We have created an open line
of communications with many chapters where we are keeping each other advised of each
other's upcoming plans and events. We had four DAR Chapters and one CAR Chapter at our
recent grave marking in Montgomery, Ohio. We now have three compatriots who are senior
leaders with the Fort Hamilton CAR. Our financial support of them for the last three years
has helped them get on a firm financial footing. 

Our work is not over as we continue to look for ways to work together and extend a helping
hand to each other. Everyone I have talked to is anxious to get back to normal and get out into
the community again.

 DAR/CAR Liaison

George Harry Stewart
 1stVice President

Cincinnati Chapter SAR
&

Chairman,
DAR /CAR Liaison Committee

 Progress Is Being Made!



Brad Jarard, 
NCMCG Commander

Nolan Carson Memorial Color Guard
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The Cincinnati Color Guard and Historical Unit put on a great show at the
Montgomery/Hopewell Cemetery Grave Marking.  The men performed unit
drills including 2 line firing and a bayonet charge as well as musician demo. 

 As part of the ceremony the guard posted colors and provided a musket
salute.  We were also lucky to have several members of various color guards

around the state show up and participate.

In preparation for the upcoming Lytle Park Bi-
Centennial Flag ceremony, President Greg

Ballman, Bob Bowers and Brad Jarard installed
22 flags and 2 plaques down at the park. These

flags represent a history of flags from the earliest
days of the Colonies to our current Stars and

Stripes.
The ceremony will take place approximately

2:30pm on May 8th.
 

Like what you see here…want to get involved entertaining
and educating the public? The color guard is always looking
for motivated members to join. Just contact Brad Jarard at

bjarard@gmail.com for information.

mailto:bjarard@gmail.com


Bob Bowers, Chairman
Youth & Adult Education

Committee
&

250th Anniversary
Committee

&
Wreaths Across America

Committee 

250th Anniversary
Committee
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Twenty CCSAR Compatriots and 2 CAR members earned points toward
medals at the Hopewell Cemetery Grave Marking and Living History
event held in-person in Montgomery on 17 April.

At the State Level, three long term items are being investigated.

1.Liberty Tree planting program. After reporting on the Liberty Tree
program at the April BOM at least 4 Liberty Trees have been pledged for
purchase in June 2021 for planting in July 2025. I know of another 4
pledges statewide. A state committee meeting in the next week or so
should provide a more accurate level of interest.

2.American Flags. Nothing to report since last newsletter.

3.Pod Casts. Nothing to report since last newsletter.

Our chapter’s own Compatriot Mark Holland has
put together a “Challenge Coin” to recognize this

occasion (Coming Soon).
 

During the term of SAR President General
Edward S. Barrett of the Massachusetts Society,
the French Society was formed (In September
1897). In 1918 it became the custom, inaugurate
by the French Society, of flying the American flag
continuously over the grave of Lafayette in the
Picpus Cemetery in Paris. During World War II,
German forces respected the tradition, and the
American flag flew over Lafayette's grave every
day. In May 1945, the French Society was
reorganized and every year since has participated
in a ceremony at the grave of Lafayette.

Cincinnati Chapter History (cont.)



Speakers Wanted!
Seeking your assistance and hopefully possible input for our yearly luncheons.

If you have heard or know of a speaker who you think the membership (and guests) would be
interested in hearing at one of our luncheons next year, please contact George Stewart at

georgehstewartjr@gmail.com
Your serious interest and potential response to this matter will be greatly appreciated!

For more information on these events, please visit:  CincinnatiSAR.org and click the EVENTS tab.

 Wednesday, May 5 Cincinnati Chapter SAR BOM Meeting, @ 7PM
May 7-8 132nd Ohio Society Annual Spring Meeting, Cincinnati, OH
Saturday, May 8 Lytle Park Memorial Service, 2:30 PM, Cincinnati, OH
Saturday, May 8 Wilderness Road, Raid at Martin's Station
Tuesday, May 18 Tri-State Honor Flight
Monday, May 31 Deer Park Memorial Day Parade, 10 AM, Deer Park, OH

The Cincinnati Chapter SAR strives to make every event self-sustaining!  However, carrying out the History,
Education and Patriotic Objectives that are set before us occasionally need additional resources to be most successful! 

 Your participation, by way of monetary gifts and donations are most welcome and tax exempt.  Gifts shall be
graciously received and should be made payable to:  Treasurer Cincinnati Chapter SAR

and addressed to:  Compatriot Michael J. Blum, 2999 Acer Court, Hamilton, Ohio  45013

 

Event Calendar
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By Logan Beirne

Blood Of Tyrants

Blood of Tyrants reveals the surprising details of our Founding
Fathers’ approach to government and this history’s impact on today.
Delving into the forgotten—and often lurid—facts of the
Revolutionary War, Logan Beirne focuses on the nation’s first
commander in chief, George Washington, as he shaped the very
meaning of the United States Constitution in the heat of battle.

Vivid stories from the Revolution frame Washington’s pivotal role in
the drafting of the Constitution. The Founders saw the first American
commander in chief as the template for all future presidents: a leader
who would fiercely defend Americans’ rights and liberties against all
forms of aggression.

Blood of Tyrants pulls the reader directly into the scenes, filling the
void in our understanding of the presidency and our ingenious
Founders’ pragmatic approach to issues we still face today.


